
Community 
carol sing on 
Dec. 10

Everyone is invited to come out to 
the Community Christmas Carol Sing 
at St. Dunstan’s church on Sunday, 
December 10 at 7:30 p.m. at 56 
Lawson Rd. This is a popular annual 
event that brings families in the 
community together to sing carols and 
listen to Christmas stories. The CCRA 
provides funding for refreshments. 
Hope you can join us this year!
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Meet the man behind Centennial Road’s  
eye-popping Christmas house

Save the date!
The CCRA’s first meeting in the 
new year will be on Tuesday, 
January 2 at 7:15 p.m. at the 
Port Union C.C. Hope we’ll  
see you there!

» continued on page 4

By Kathy Rowe 

The sensational Christmas 
display that lights up 162 
Centennial Road every year 

started more than 30 years ago with 
just four strings of chaser lights 
mounted along the eavestrough. 
Today, Lance Heydon displays 15 
different homemade features that 
light up in and around the front of 
his property.

Each year, Lance either embel-
lishes a feature or creates a whole 
new piece for his display. Last year 
he created a replica of the popular 
Toronto sign at city hall. A smaller 
version yes, but  no less eye-catching. 
“It’s made out of plexiglass, wood 
and duct tape,” Lance said. “Unlike 
the majority of my other pieces, the 
Toronto sign uses LED lights and 
I wired it so that the colours flash 
throughout the different letters.” 

Lance, a retired mail carrier, defi-
nitely has a creative gene. He uses 
sheet metal in many of the decora-

tions. He molds the shapes and 
then covers them with garlands and 
lights. Then he designs the lighting 
patterns so that the decorations show 
movement.

 “The first real piece was the 
waving Santa,” Lance explained.  
“My good friend Rocky used to do 
light shows for rock bands and he 
taught me how to do the electrical 
for my displays. Once the waving 
Santa was done, I was hooked!” 
What about the hydro bill? “Actually 
it’s not as bad as people might think,” 
said Lance’s wife Gail. “The lights 
are not all on at once, so basically 
our bill doubles for the month of 
December.”  

When I asked Lance what 
inspired him to light up his property 
every Christmas, he noted that it 
was his father who gave him the 
inspiration. “My dad would always 
make interesting things to display at 
Christmas. He wasn’t so much into 
the light show, but he would build 
things like a nativity scene with flood 

lights all around. He put in a lot of 
effort.”

Gail supports Lance’s holiday 
hobby. “When our kids were young, 
each year they would invite their 
friends to witness the unveiling on 
December 1st at 7 p.m. Girl Guides, 
hockey teams, baseball pals and, of 
course, neighbours would all be in 
front of the house awaiting the flick 
of the switch.” Gail admitted that 
the last few years have been quieter. 
“Our three kids have all grown up 
and don’t live at home anymore. The  
neighbourhood has changed. We no 
longer have a crowd on December 
the first.”  Lance added, “But we 
still have lots of interest. People 
always slow down when they pass the 
house.”

For 20 years the Toronto Star 
Santa Claus Fund would benefit 
from the Heydon’s Christmas cheer. 
This was Gail’s charity of choice and 
on December 1st the family would 
collect donations from the many 
onlookers. “It was never anything 
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Community 
shows support 
for CCRA at AGM

It was standing room only in 
the Lounge at Port Union 
Community Centre for the 

CCRA Annual General Meeting on 
November 23.

Centennial residents (and a few 
close neighbours) gathered to hear 
the year in review presented byout-
going CCRA president Jennifer 
McKelvie, updates from Councillor 
Jim Hart, and to elect the 2018 
CCRA executive.

A warm welcome was given to 
Kathy Rowe, who was elected by  

» Continued on page 19

Councillor Jim Hart gave residents an update on 
what’s going on in the community at the CCRA 
AGM on Nov. 23. 

Lighting up  
the season

Lance and Gail Heydon prepare for their annual 
tradition of brightening Centennial Road.
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Happy Holidays Centennial!
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Kathy Rowe, President CCRA 

The holiday season is 
upon us once again. Our 
community has been 

buzzing with holiday craft sales 
and tree lighting services for 
all to enjoy. All we need now 
is a little snow to complete the 
festive ambiance (the key word 
here is “little”!).

On Sunday, December 10, 
the CCRA is proud to help 
sponsor the St. Dunstan of 
Canterbury Annual Community 
Carol Sing. The fun begins at 
7:30 p.m. at 56 Lawson Rd. 
Christmas songs and holiday 
stories will fill the church and 
refreshments will be served in the 
parish hall. Please come and join 
us for an evening of  festivities. 

I want to take this opportu-
nity to introduce myself as the 
new president of the Centennial 
Community Recreation Asso-
ciation. My family moved into 
this community in July 1998. 
How fortunate we were! Shortly 
after we settled, I joined the 
CCRA and took on the role of 
secretary. In 2014, I added the 

title of vice-president to my list 
of duties and I have appreci-
ated serving the community 
from the very beginning. My 
love for this neighbourhood 
has grown with every passing 
day. The excellent schools, the 
beautiful parks, the gorgeous 
ravine trails and, of course, the 
wonderful people who make 
our community thrive. 

Jennifer McKelvie has left 
me big shoes to fill and I want 
to thank her for her excellent 
leadership over the past two 
years. I am pleased to say that 
Jennifer will remain on our 
committee as past president 
and director of the conservation 
portfolio.  

Lastly, I would like to say 
that I am proud to take on the 
role of president of the CCRA.

I have much learning to do 
and I know that our committee 
will support me in this new 
endeavour. 

I wish you all a safe and 
joyous holiday season. 

Thank you 
for sharing 
your stories

 

As 2017 comes to an end, those of 
us who work on the CCRA Centen-
nial News and the CCRA website 
would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to our paper this year. 
It’s a lot of work finding interest-
ing and informative pieces to fill 
these pages, so we are extremely 
grateful to all those who gave their 
time, their stories and their photos 

to us. We hope you enjoy reading 
your community paper. If you have 
any suggestions as to how we can 
improve this publication, we would 
love to hear them. Please write to us 
at news4ccra@gmail.com. 

The CCRA Centennial News 
continues to publish 10 times a year 
(we only take July and August off ). 
If you find you haven’t received 

your paper or would like more 
copies of the current issue, help 
yourself to the papers in our display 
box located in the foyer at the Port 
Union C. C. or in the stores in our 
neighbourhood plazas. 

Wishing you all the best for the 
holidays and in the new year, The 
CCRA Communications Team

January 7th 
memorial service 
for Junior Ward

A special memorial service 
for Junior Ward will be held 
on Sunday, January 7, at 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury 
Anglican Church on Lawson 
Road. Junior was a dedicated 
member of the CCRA executive 
committee and a valuable 
volunteer in our community 
who died last December. The 
memorial will be included in 
the regular 10:30 a.m. service 
and it will be led by members of 
the Ward family. Refreshments 
will be served at the end of 
the service. All are welcome to 
attend.

Top: CCRA’s new president Kathy Rowe, left, with outgoing 
president, Jennifer McKelvie.  
 
Bottom: Here is the CCRA executive for 2018:Front row: 
Jennifer McKelvie, Denise Bacon, Wanda Wierzbicki, Kathy 
Rowe, Heather Lemieux, Marilyn Hodge and Kathryn Stocks. 
Back row: Lakshmi Anandaraj, Rob Elbertsen, Michael Quinlan, 
Gerry Divaris, Jeff Forsyth and Jake Forsyth.
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Student journalist honoured for community contributions
By Robin Andrews Morton 

The annual commence-
ment ceremony at Sir 
Oliver Mowat C.I. was 

held on Friday, November 3. 
This event sees graduates return 
to the building they spent 
the previous four years in; it’s 
a night for  celebration and 
catching up with friends.

This year faculty were thrilled 
to announce Madison Wong as 
the recipient of the award given 
by the  Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association, 
which is presented to a graduat-
ing student who best exhibited 
a spirit of community involve-
ment and co-operation in the 
community.Throughout her 
four years at Mowat, Madison 

was actively involved in the 
school, the community and the 
country. In Grade 9, she joined 
our Student Advisory Council 
and was a member up until her 
Grade 12 year when she was 
SAC co-president. Over the 
years, Madison organized spirit 
events, dances and semi-formal 
events. She raised money for local 
charities as part of our annual 
Christmas Cheer campaign and 
fundraised for those impacted 
by the fires in Fort McMurray, 
Alberta.  

Madison wrote articles for the 
CCRA Centennial News about 
events at Mowat, including our 

Canada 150 celebrations, as well as 
events happening in the community. 
For one of her final projects, she 
created a documentary to show 
how a Syrian family was adjusting 
to their new life in Toronto, and 
how Canadians could support those 
displaced by conflict.  

Her acceptance into Ryerson’s 
School of Journalism is a natural fit 
for a young woman such as Madison 
who will use her knowledge and 
intelligence to evoke change in our 
world.

CCRA Student AwardMowat Collegiate

By Eunice Chong 

This holiday season, support 
Mowat’s Christmas Cheer, an annual 
two-week campaign for charity 
organized by the Mowat Prefects. 
From December 11-22, take part in 
an event each day to make a differ-
ence in the community while getting 
into the holiday spirit. This year’s 
proceeds will go towards Covenant 
House Toronto, the country’s largest 
agency for homeless youth. 

Funds raised from event admis-
sions and donations will help combat 
youth homelessness and trafficking. 
Covenant House creates short- and 
long-term solutions for the 7,000 
youth without a home on any given 
night, by providing education, tran-
sitional housing, counselling, health 
care, employment assistance, job 
training and aftercare.

Prefect co-captains Haleigh 

Running, Brittany Imasuen, and 
Katie Maunder urge students and 
community members alike to show 
that they care in the two weeks 
leading up to the holidays.

“I want people to show up to the 
events and enjoy themselves, but to 
always keep in mind why we take 
part in this fundraising effort,” says 

Brittany. “I want 
them to remember 
that not every child 
starts out in life 
with equal oppor-
tunity, and it is our 
responsibility as 
people to care for 
those who are less 
fortunate.”

There is 
plenty to enjoy 
in those two 
weeks, including 
a student auction, 
Mowat Idol, and a 

pancake breakfast. Those nostalgic 
for Christmas Cheers of years past 
will find the excitement they are 
looking for this year with the return 
of Teacher X, a staff talent show that 
has been the highlight of previous 
campaigns.

The closing assembly on Dec. 22 

also promises to be a hit. Mowat’s 
own Mr. Madill will be producing 
the closing assembly this year, in 
the interest of restoring it to the 
community-wide event it was years 
ago. Proof of Mr. Madill’s hilarious 
past productions can be found on 
YouTube. 

Haleigh has a message for the 
community: “Christmas Cheer is 
made possible due to community 
and student participation. In order 
to make Christmas Cheer as suc-
cessful as possible, we need support! 
Help us spread the holiday spirit 
and fundraise for a great charity by 
participating! Donating, attendance, 
active involvement – all is needed!”

The Mowat Prefects encourage 
the Mowat student body and the 
entire community to come out and 
support the Youth Covenant House 
by doing everything they can to 
donate, raise awareness and be kind 
to one another during this holiday 
season.

Inquiries about charitable 
donations and Christmas Cheer can 
be made to  
brittany.imasuen@yahoo.com.

Christmas Cheer campaign makes a comeback

official,” recalled Gail. “But each year 
I would put the donation tin out.”

Make no mistake, there was a 
time when December 1st was a very 
magical day at this home. I recall a 
year when hot chocolate was served 
and even Santa made an appear-
ance. It still carries the magic. When 
I asked Lance if any of the displays 
carry special meaning, his response 
was a heartfelt yes. “Many years ago 
my favourite uncle passed away. I 
really wanted to do something in his 
memory. That’s when I made the 
Peace on Earth words. I just love that 
phrase.”

On Friday, December 1st at 7 
p.m. Gail and Lance Heydon will 
once again turn on their lights. Make 
sure to look for the new addition 
to the display. Many thanks to the 
Heydons for making Centennial 
Road so bright and cheerful during 
the holiday season. May this tradition 
live on for many years to come. 

» Centennial’s Christmas home 
from page 1

Mowat’s Christmas Cheer campaign is organized by the Prefects. All 
money raised this year will go to Covenant House Toronto to support 
homeless youth. Photo credit: Mowat Prefects

Port Union Youth 
Council focuses on 
giving back 
By Eunice Chong
 
Youth from the ages of 14 to 24 
who are interested in helping out 
the community should consider 
joining the Port Union Youth 
Council, a youth group that 
organizes events for the Centennial 
area and beyond. They meet every 
Monday after school at the Port 
Union Community Centre.

Melanie Bailey, a Youth Outreach 
Worker with the city, oversees the 
group, which is comprised of high-
school students from Mowat and 
Laurier. Members attend resumé-
building workshops given by job 
recruiters for the city, accumulate 
volunteer hours (averaging 100 
hours per year), build personal and 
professional networks, and contrib-
ute to the community by partnering 
with local organizations such as 
food banks.

Elizabeth Todoroska, a Grade 12 
student at Mowat who volunteered 
with the group for two years, said: 
“Volunteering with the Port Union 
Youth Council has allowed me to 
secure a part-time position with 
the City of Toronto and meet with 
people of all walks of life and back-
grounds.” 

The youth council has partnered 
with a local food bank to feed the 
homeless and provide free haircuts. 
The group hosts an annual open 
mic night in the spring in collabora-
tion with the Boys & Girls Club 
of East Scarborough, as well as 
monthly bake sales at Heron Park 
Community Centre.

Madison Wong, winner of the CCRA Award, is 
congratulated by principal Anthony Hack at 
the Mowat C.I. commencement on Nov. 3

Lance Heydon’s waving Santa was the first deco-
ration he made with movement. 



6 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS - DECEMBER 2017 Vol 02, No. 10 www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 7

Transportation                                                   Community 

By Kathryn Stocks

There’s a new seasonal event 
coming to Centennial this month 
and everyone’s invited! It’s the “1st 
Annual Community Tree Lighting 
Party” and it will be held at the 
Port Union Community Centre on 
Friday, December 8 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m. 

Local realtors Jodi and Alan Gear 
are organizing this evening for the 
community and they’re hoping 
to do it for years to come. “It’s 
going to be an annual thing, for 
sure,” Alan said. “And hopefully it 
improves each year.”

Alan and Jodi live and work in 
Centennial and their children go to 
school at Charlottetown. They love 
this community and are enthusiastic 
about giving back. 

They will be lighting up the big 
fir tree and some of the smaller 
ones in front of the Port Union 

C.C. around 8 p.m. Before the tree 
lighting, volunteers from the Port 
Union Seniors will be giving out 
hot chocolate inside the community 
centre, while students hand out 
candy canes. There will be cookie 
decorating for the kids organized by 
4SweetCookies. “We did a cookie 
decorating contest in April at Easter 
and it was very successful,” Jodi 
said. “It was so much fun she wants 
to do it again.”

A disc jockey will be playing 
Christmas music and there will be 
a photo booth for kids to have their 
picture taken with Santa. There 
will also be a Christmas basket 
raffle and a colouring contest with 
prizes. People are asked to bring a 
non-perishable food item or new 
unwrapped toy to the event. The 
food will be donated to a food bank 
and the toys will go to the police toy 
drive. 

“This is about giving back to the 

community, being involved, getting 
some of the kids involved, getting 
the police involved,” Alan said. 

Jodi and Alan have many 
ideas for events in the spring and 
summer as well. Alan grew up in 
Scarborough and had many men 
donate so many hours coaching 
him for soccer, hockey and football. 
“It’s payback time,” he said. “We 
can’t make a big dent across the 
province but we can make a little 
dent to make this a nice tight-knit 
community.” 

Alan has spent some time getting 
to know the teens who frequent the 
Centennial Plaza where he and Jodi 
have their realty business. “We’re 
hoping to do a basketball contest in 
the spring where the kids will shoot 
against each other and then at the 
end they’ll shoot off against a couple 
of police officers for prize money,” he 
said. He wants to let teens know that 
adults and police aren’t the enemy.  

Alan and Jodi dream that the 
community gets involved in this 
new Christmas event and that 
over the years they get 500 to 600 
people coming out. “We want it to 
be something that kids and families 
enjoy,” Alan said. “I’m sure it will 
grow.”

At The Bluffs
by Sheila Bello

Meet me at The Bluffs
Step away for a while

from the sensational headlines,
spurious political announcements,

and worldwide social conflicts.
There will be more of this tomorrow.

Meet me at The Bluffs
There is calmness in the scarred faces
and at the feet of these ancient cliffs.
There is excitement along the trails,

on the beach, and at the docks.
There is intrigue in the curves, lines
and limestone layers of the rocks.

Secrets from ancient days
sculptured by the hands of time

using weathering elements as tools,
are embedded in these monuments.

Meet me at The Bluffs
We can inch our feet down rock steps,

pause to watch gulls and gliding swans,
or listen to the quacks of ducks.

Meet me at The Bluffs
Come walk with me on the beach

of Lake Ontario’s Scarborough shore.
We can make splashes

by tossing pebbles in the lake
then smile at the ripples they create.

Drift with me on the lake.
Let your gaze stray along with mine

away from the shore
across the blue grey waters

towards the shimmering horizon
and the hazy beyond.

Anxieties will dissipate
and bliss will overtake

at The Bluffs.

Published in Latchkey Lyricality: An 
Anthology Poetry by members of The 
Ontario Poetry Society.

Where in  
Centennial?

Photo quiz    

Pictured above is this month’s 
mystery location in our 
Centennial landmark quiz. 
It is located somewhere in 
the neighbourhood. Enjoy  
testing your knowledge of the 
community. Find out if you 
were right, the answer is on 
page 12. 

The big fir tree at Port Union C.C. will be lit up 
this season on Dec. 8.

CCRA advocates for area’s history in new Rouge Hill station
By Rob Elbertsen

The Rouge Hill GO station will 
soon be undergoing significant 
changes as part of the Lakeshore East 
Rail Corridor Expansion Guildwood 
to Pickering Project. To obtain 
feedback from community organiza-
tions on certain design elements of 
the proposed new station, Metrolinx 
hosted a focus group on Nov. 8 
at the Port Union Library. CCRA 
representatives were in attendance 
at this group discussion along with 
representatives from other area 
community groups. In addition to 
Metrolinx personnel, there was also 
representation from MPP Tracy 
MacCharles, Parks Canada, City 
of Toronto Parks, and the Toronto 
Region Conservation Authority. 

As part of the upcoming changes 
to the station, the Chesterton Shores 
level crossing directly east of the GO 
station will be closed. Metrolinx 
will be building a new tunnel and 
pavilion, which will allow access to 
the Port Union Waterfront Trail. 
Metrolinx had committed during 
the Environmental Assessment 
process that community associa-
tions would be engaged to obtain 
feedback on some design elements of 
the new pavilion, as well as on other 
aspects of the new GO station such 
as landscaping and lighting. 

During the focus group session, 
feedback pertaining to the following 
design aspects was discussed:   

•	 Exterior landscaping
•	 Art strategy (general location 

and approach)
•	 Light fixtures
•	 Wayfinding
•	 Historic information on walls

The community groups were 
in general agreement with their 
feedback. In addition to the obvious 
comments regarding safety and low 
maintenance, the consensus was that 
the new Rouge Hill GO station and 
the surrounding area should present 
the appearance of a gateway to the 

Rouge. The emphasis should be on 
the natural wonder of the park, and 
the station’s design should blend in 
so that it is seen as an extension of 
the park. 

Additionally, CCRA strongly 
advocated that the history of the 
area be significantly presented in the 

integrated art and art panels of the 
new station. CCRA recommended 
that Metrolinx staff familiarize 
themselves with the Port Union 
mural, which depicts some of the 
history of the area. It was suggested 
that Metrolinx could engage other 
groups such as the Scarborough His-
torical Society for guidance. Signifi-
cant recognition must also be given 
to the history of the First Nations 
people in the Port Union area.

Upon their review of the focus 
group feedback, Metrolinx will 
report back on how the recommen-
dations will be addressed, or provide 
an explanation of any project con-
straints. CCRA will keep Centennial 
community residents informed of 
the focus group evaluation from 
Metrolinx regarding the Rouge Hill 
GO Station project.     

At a focus group meeting hosted by Metrolinx on Nov. 8, the CCRA recommended that the area’s 
history be significantly presented in the art of the new GO station.

New seasonal event coming to Port Union C.C.
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CommunityRouge Park

There’s an app for that!  
Explore Rouge Park using a new app developed by Parks Canada and UTSC
By Jennifer McKelvie 

I’ve spent years nagging my kids 
to get off their devices and enjoy 
nature. They always whine as I drag 
them out the door, but then have fun 
once they get out on the hiking trail. 
Now, thanks to a new mobile app 
called The Rouge, I can enjoy my 
passion for the outdoors while they 
enjoy their passion for technology. 

The new mobile app was created 
by Parks Canada and students at 
the University of Toronto Scarbor-
ough (UTSC) in partnership and is 
designed to function like a seasoned 
tour guide. Students at The Hub, 
UTSC’s entrepreneurial incubator, 
began working on the app with 
Parks Canada in 2016. The app 
offers general information about 
parking, access and trails, as well as 
the different activities you can do in 

the park. 
According to Parks Canada, The 

Rouge is also loaded with GPS-
triggered “hotspots” that share fas-
cinating fun facts corresponding to 
distinct places in the park – all in real 
time. For example, if you step onto a 
pedestrian overpass rife with calling 
birds, an alert will tell you about a 
colony of swallows below that build 
their nests by carrying mouthfuls of 
mud from the Rouge River. 

The Rouge has many features, 
including achievement badges for 
hikers, memory games for kids, 
and important safety information. 
Since visitors are valuable eyes on 
the ground, the app also includes 
a function for visitors to share and 
report information such as wildlife 
sightings or dumped garbage to 
Parks Canada staff. 

The Rouge app can be down-

loaded to iOS and Android devices 
from Google Play or the App Store. 
Type “Rouge National Urban Park” 
in the search engines of either store 
and you should find it. The app does 
not require the use of any data and 
can be used in the park offline. I’m 
looking forward to trying out The 
Rouge on our next hike. 

In other Rouge news, on Oct. 21, 
the park grew to 63 square kilome-
tres when the government of Ontario 
transferred and released its interest 
in 22.8 square km of lands to Parks 
Canada. This includes 15.2 square 
km of land currently managed by the 
Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority. Parks Canada has now 
acquired nearly 80 per cent of the 79 
square km of lands that have been 
identified for Rouge National Urban 
Park and expects the remaining land 
transfers to take place in the coming 
months. Once completed, Rouge 
National Urban Park will be one of 
the world’s largest protected areas in 
an urban setting and will be 23 times 
larger than Central Park in New York.

  

If you are looking for a local way 
to give to the less fortunate this 
season, here are a few ideas:

West Hill Harvest
West Hill Harvest’s annual drive will serve 20 
local families this year. They are collecting at In 
the Spirit Yoga in Highland Creek until Dec. 21. 
You can donate (cash, gift cards, toys, personal 
care items and/or non-perishable food); host 
a drive; sponsor a family; or volunteer to sort, 
pack and deliver the baskets on Dec. 23.  
www.westhillharvest.com 

43 Division Auxiliary Police  
Toy Drive
43 Division and CPLC will be accepting new 
unwrapped toys from now until Christmas. All 
toys will be distributed within the 43 Division 
community. Donations can be dropped off at 
the police station at 4331 Lawrence Ave. E.  

Toronto Firefighters’ Toy Drive
Support the annual Firefighters’ Toy Drive by 
donating a toy at your local fire hall or making 
a monetary donation to the Toronto Firefight-
ers’ Toy Drive through CanadaHelps.org. 
 
 

Boys and Girls Club of East  
Scarborough
So many ways to get involved through the 
Boys and Girls Club: give families the little 
extras with a holiday box; sponsor a child; host 
a toy drive; volunteer; give to the food drive; 
or donate. www.esbgc.org 

Claire Wing
Claire is collecting donations for the Ronald 
McDonald Room at Rouge Valley Hospital 
(Centenary). Her goal is to provide 50 kits for 
families that find themselves needing the 
room’s resources over the holidays. Her email 
is clwing@me.com. 

John Tziortzis
John and his wife are headed to Nicaragua 
over Christmas to bring clothes and toys to 
children and families who have nothing. 
Contact him via Facebook (www.facebook.
com/johnnyt/), Twitter (@johntziortzis), 
Instagram (www.instagram.com/johntzi-
ortzis/) or email GTA.Healing@gmail.com.

Big Mike Realty Team
The Big Mike Realty Team from the ReMax 
West office in the village is doing a food/
clothing drive. Drop off items at 6074 Kingston 

Road, beside the CIBC. Call or text Mike at  
416-688-8302 and he will pick up from your 
home. Final day is Dec. 19. 
 
Gregory and Associates
Gregory and Associates is collecting food or 
monetary donations for the Scarborough 
Centre for Healthy Communities. Donations 
can be dropped off at Royal LePage Connect, 
4525 Kingston Rd., Suite 2202.

Joseph Brant Public School
Joseph Brant is having a food drive for the 
Daily Bread Food Bank. The school is located 
at 270 Manse Rd. and the phone number is 
416-396-6400.

Thank you to the West Rouge 
Residents Facebook group for 
helping us make this list. It’s a 
wonderful community resource and 
open to all Centennial residents. 

Christmas giving in your neighbourhood

The new Rouge app offers information about 
parking, access and trails in the park, as well as 
the different activities you can do there. 
Photo credit: Parks Canada



10 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS - DECEMBER 2017 Vol 02, No. 10 www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 11

Marie-Louise Rennicks’ journey from  
fearful to fearless artist
By Kathryn Stocks

You know that Marie-Louise 
Rennicks is artistic as soon as 
you arrive at her front door. 

She has a small stained glass window 
in her garage and a beautiful 
mailbox decorated with folk art. 
Inside her hall, there is more folk art 
adorning her table, mirror and closet 
doors.

As a child Marie-Louise was mes-
merized with colours and colouring, 
but in school in her native Switzer-
land she had to be able to draw 
exactly what was in front of 
her. That she couldn’t do 
because she had a type 
of dyslexia, which she 
didn’t know about 
until later in life. 
Without encourage-
ment from her teachers 
she became fearful and 
was failing at art. “I was 
totally crushed,” she said. An 
exceptionally artistic student from 
Uganda helped her get through.

After school, she started working 
with banks. Since computer 
language was English, which was 
not one of Switzerland’s four 
national languages, they gave her a 
year off to study it. So she packed 
her things and came to Canada.

She worked as a nanny and went 
to school at night and on weekends. 
Along the way, she met her husband 
on a canoe trip in Algonquin Park. 
He was in the middle of chiropractic 
studies so she decided to stay here. 
They had four children and it was 
when she was a stay-at-home mom 
that art came into the picture. “I 
needed something else for myself,” 
she said. 

It took her a year to drum up the 
courage to sign up for classes at a 

folk art studio. But when she did, “it 
was like a whole new world opened 
up. I was flabbergasted. I can do art!”

“It made me realize how fear 
is so debilitating,” she said. She 
learned then that it was OK to fail 
and that it’s worse if you don’t try 
something. “It was a huge lesson for 
me.” Marie-Louise was 32 when she 
started folk art. She laments that she 
lost so many years of something she 
had a great passion for, but she hasn’t 
looked back. She even taught folk art 
in their home in Newmarket. 

In 1997, she moved to 
Centennial. By that 

time she was ready for 
something else and 
responded to an ad 
to learn how to do 
stained glass. After 
that she taught 

herself how to work 
in fused glass. She 

bought a kiln and figured 
out the firing schedule. Some 

things worked and others didn’t, but 
she wasn’t afraid to try.

In 2010, she was accepted into 
a full-time adult art program at 
Central Tech and she loved it. In 
that year she learned bronze casting, 
sculpting, painting, drawing, print-
making and ceramics. 

Marie-Louise had a show at 
Framing Dames for City Hotspots 
in 2014 and she has displayed her 
art and helped jury at Art in the 
Valley and Christmas in the Valley 
at the Miller Lash House. She also 
does commissions and her lovely 
stained glass angels hang in Grace 
Presbyterian Church.

She is working at Elections 
(Ontario and Canada) and in her 
husband’s chiropractic office, but 
her passion is obviously her art.

Mario Dimain turned his love for art  
into an occupation
By Kathy McGrath

All his life, local artist Mario 
Dimain has had a desire 
to create things. Even as a 

young boy in the Philippines he 
was forever “drawing” in the dirt 
with a stick. He believes his creative 
streak was ignited by his father, a 
photographer, and by his older 
(and adored) brother who 
was “always doodling.” 
Not surprisingly, 
Mario grew up to be 
a graphic artist and 
studied architecture 
in his homeland.  

When he immi-
grated to Canada in 
the mid-‘70s, Mario was 
able to turn his love for art 
into an occupation by working as 
a graphic designer and sign painter 
for the TTC. In fact, he was the 
first artist to paint full wrap-around 
graphics on streetcars in celebration 
of the Ontario Bicentennial and 
Toronto Sesquicentennial events in 
1984. 

Now retired, Mario has set up a 
small studio/workshop in his garage 
where he can indulge his artistic 
interests, including photography, 
painting, creative writing and 
poetry. A resident of Scarborough 
for 40 years, he and his family 
moved to the Centennial neighbour-
hood 10 years ago, largely due to 
the lakefront and natural beauty of 
the area. Not surprisingly, the local 
habitat is often the subject of his 
photography shoots. 

While he loves taking pictures of 
the natural world, Mario says people 

are his favourite photographic 
subjects. So much so that he worked 
for years as a wedding photographer. 
He loves the challenge of capturing 
human emotions, which he says is 
difficult, even with candid photos. 
“It’s very gratifying when you nail 
it,” he explains with a laugh. 

Mario’s paintings, done in oils, 
acrylics and watercolours, 

are also impressive and 
decorate the walls of his 

garage-based studio. 
Small and large 
paintings, some still 
works in progress, 
illustrate Mario’s 

skill as a sketcher 
and painter. A devoted 

grandfather, Mario recently 
completed an abstract painting, 

which he called “The Colour of 
Air,” for the youngest of his seven 
grandchildren.  

As someone who continually 
feels the need to express himself, 
Mario has also taken up writing 
columns, short stories and poems. 
Several years ago, one of his stories 
was published in a Christian 
anthology called Hot Apple Cider 
with Cinnamon, and his columns 
have appeared regularly in a Filipino 
newspaper. 

Mario’s photography and 
paintings have been featured in 
exhibits at the Bluffs Gallery and the 
Cedar Ridge Creative Centre. He is 
currently working on a solo exhibit 
that will be an exploration of his 
inner soul. Looking ahead, Mario 
would like to share his love of art 
by conducting workshops for other 
local artists, particularly seniors. 

Top: Working for the TTC, Mario was the first artist to paint full wrap-around graphics on streetcars in 
1984. Today he’s still  painting streetcars, but now they’re on canvas. This one is called Toronto Queen.  
Mario’s photography and paintings have been featured in exhibits at the Bluffs Gallery and the Cedar 
Ridge Creative Centre. Clockwise from bottom left: The Colour of Air, Harvey Shop, Camera Shy and 
Procrastination.

Top: When Marie-Louise Rennicks couldn’t find any tiles she liked for her kitchen  backsplash, she 
created her own panels out of fused glass. Middle: Marie-Louise found the courage to take an art 
class when she was 32 and she started with folk art. Here are two of the many things she decorated. 
Bottom: After she moved to Centennial in 1997, Marie-Louise learned how to make stained glass.
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Political report Political report

Where in  
Centennial?  
answer from page 7

Photo quiz    

Bell at St. Dunstan’s Church

Member of Provincial ParliamentMember of Parliament

In November, we paused to pay 
our respects to the men and 
women who served and continued 
to serve and to the 117,000 who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
freedom. I was honoured to support 
the Highway of Heroes project 
as 500 trees were planted along 
Highway 401 (behind Chief Dan 
George Public School). A total of 
two million trees will be planted 
between Trenton and Toronto. I was 
also pleased to recognize the Tony 
Stacey Centre as two Vimy Oak 
saplings were planted. These Vimy 
Oaks are descendants of the mighty 
oaks that once stood on Vimy 
Ridge. May the trees planted serve 
as a visual reminder of service and 
sacrifice.

This month our government 
responded to the changing and 
diverse communities of Ontario 
seniors by introducing Aging with 
Confidence: An Action Plan for 
Senirs. This builds on the highly 
successful 2013 action plan and will 
support seniors at all stages of their 
lives so they can live independent, 
healthy, active, safe and socially 
connected lives. 

Some of the highlights of the new 
plan are: 

•	 Introducing the Ontario Senior’s 
Public Transit Tax Credit to 
provide better community trans-
portation

•	 Expanding the Age-Friendly 
Community Planning grant 
program by providing $7 million 
over three years and by including 
a new implementation stream to 
make communities more acces-
sible and inclusive for seniors of 
all ages and abilities

•	 Offering free high-dose flu 
vaccine starting in the 2018-19 
flu season

•	 Creating 40 more Seniors Active 
Living Centres and engaging 
seniors through the arts

•	 Supporting more naturally 
occurring retirement communi-
ties and increasing in-home 
health care

•	 Increasing access to geriatric 
care by reducing the wait for 
long-term care (LTC) by creating 
5,000 new long-term care beds 
by 2022 and an additional 
30,000 over the next decade

•	 Increasing staffing and support 
in LTC to increase the provincial 
average to four hours of direct 
care per resident per day and 
offering culturally appropriate 
LTC to meet the language and 
dietary needs of our diverse 
senior population

•	 Expanding the compassionate 
palliative and end-of-life care 
closer to home for more than 
2,000 additional people and 
their families each year, and 
increasing food allowances in 

LTC facilities by 6 per cent or 
$15 million for improved menus 

•	 Launching Ontario’s Dementia 
Strategy with more than 
$100 million over three years, 
improving and better coordinat-
ing services for Ontarians living 
with dementia and their caregivers

•	 Enhancing LTC by investing 
an additional $58 million in 
2017 to grow funding by 2 per 
cent for improved resident care 
and encouraging LTC operators 
to accelerate redevelopment of 
30,000 beds by 2025 

For more information: https://www.
ontario.ca/page/aging-confidence-
ontario-action-plan-seniors

Ontario is now accepting applica-
tions for the 2018-19 Ontario 
Sport and Recreation Communities 
Fund from not-for-profit organiza-

tions, with a new stream this year 
geared toward projects for seniors 
that boost physical activity and 
healthy living. For 2018, the fund 
will expand support for seniors pro-
gramming as part of the Aging with 
Confidence action plan. This new 
funding stream will help give seniors 
more opportunities to stay fit and 
connected to their communities. 
The deadline to apply is January 16, 
and recipients will be announced 
during the winter..
 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
my Constituency Office either 
in person at 300 Kingston Road, 
Pickering, Unit 7, call us at 905-
509-0336, or send me an email at 
tmaccharles.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.  

Happy Holidays everyone!  
 
It’s hard to believe that the end of 2017 is right 
around the corner. It feels like just yesterday 
we were gathered together with family and 
friends to watch dazzling fireworks displays and 
celebrate the sesquicentennial anniversary of 
our country. Now it’s time for us to bundle up, 
sip hot chocolate and hope that our beloved 
Maple Leafs carry on their winning ways! 

I want to start by thanking those of you who 
helped to organize and facilitate any one of the 
numerous events in our community this year. 
From Earth Day to Family Day, Winterfest 
to the Waterfront Festival, our community 
remains vibrant because of the unwavering 
commitment of the families, neighbours and 
friends who live here. 

In the hope of continuing this tradition 
of excellence, my office is accepting nomina-
tions for our Canada150 Youth Awards. These 
awards will recognize exceptional youth in 
our community aged 15-24 who have made a 
significant contribution in one of the following 

areas: advocacy for gender equality, environ-
mental stewardship, the elimination of racism 
and discrimination, entrepreneurship and 
volunteerism. If you would like to nominate a 
youth for one of our Canada150 Youth Awards, 
please send us a short bio about your candidate 
(no more than 250 words) that highlights 
the contributions the youth has made to our 
community. More information about our 
Canada150 Youth Awards is available online at 

https://garyanand.liberal.ca. 
For those of you who are already 

busy filling your calendars for 
2018, I would like to extend an 
invitation to our New Year’s Levee 
on Saturday, January 18 from 
1:00 – 4:00 p.m. at Cardinal Leger 
Catholic School, located at 600 
Morrish Road. The New Year’s 
Levee is open to everyone and 
promises to be a great opportunity 
to connect with your neighbours 
and friends following the holidays. 
We will have some delicious food, 
fun games and activities for all ages.

As always, if you would ever like 
to meet, I encourage you to contact 
my office at 416-283-1414 or Gary.
Anand@parl.gc.ca and set up a time 
to share your ideas, ask about how 
we can assist you, or find out more 
information about our upcoming 
events.  

You can nominate an exceptional young person aged 15-24 for 
the Canada150 Youth Awards.
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Councillor Ward 44 report

Exploring housing options for seniors in the community
As 2017 
comes to 
a close, I 
would like 
to wish 
everyone 

in the 
Centennial community 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New 
Year. I hope you have the 
opportunity to spend time 
with family and friends and 
take the time to enjoy the 
outdoors in our great part 
of the city. 

This past year has been a positive 
one in terms of progress on local 
municipal issues.  We have finally 
moved forward in securing the 
preferred option on the Highland 
Creek Water Treatment Plant. 
Planning and design for the Port 
Union Road reconstruction is 
underway, and we are moving 
forward on our waterfront trail 
system.

In the coming months, my 
office will be working on other 
important issues in our community. 
These include advancing with the 
Highland Creek Transportation Plan 
and improvements in the Highland 
Creek Village area.  I will also be 
working, in partnership with local 
residents, on a Seniors Housing 
Strategy to explore ideas on increas-

ing housing options for seniors 
within our community. Further 
details will follow in the next issue of 
Centennial News.

UTSC Official Plan Amendment
On October 17, a preliminary 

planning report was submitted to 
Scarborough Community Council 
regarding an application to amend 
the Official Plan on lands within the 
University of Toronto Scarborough 
Campus (UTSC). 

The Official Plan Amendment 
application seeks to establish a new 
Secondary Plan for the UTSC lands. 
The majority of the lands, with 
the exclusion of the valley lands of 
the campus, are currently part of 
the Highland Creek Community 
Secondary Plan area. The intent 

of this Official Plan Amendment 
would be the removal of the lands 
from that Secondary Plan, and 
the creation of a new stand-alone 
Secondary Plan. A new Secondary 
Plan would seek to establish policies 
that would guide future develop-
ment of the campus as a unique 
educational, economic, cultural and 
athletic hub within the eastern part 
of Scarborough.

Due to the scale of this application, 
the preliminary report recommends 
an extensive community consulta-
tion process. An initial community 
meeting is scheduled for January 25, 
to be held at the UTSC Campus. The 
official meeting notice along with 
further details on this application can 
be found on my website at: jimhart.
ca/PLANNING.php

Rooming House Update
A report on the Multi-Tenant 

(Rooming House) Review will go 
to Executive Committee in January 
2018. However, it will only be a 
progress report and will recommend 
further review/study in relation 
to the proposed pilot project in 
Highland Creek and other areas 
across the city. 
 
Cultural HOTspot

From May through October 
2018, the City of Toronto’s 
Cultural Hotspot program will 
shine a spotlight on arts, culture 
and community in Scarborough. 
This initiative will feature a series 
of projects that include visual arts, 
workshops, performance, youth 
mentorship and so much more. If 
you are interested in partnering with 
the city to run a community arts 
project during the 2018 Cultural 
Hotspot, consider attending one of 
the following SPARK partnership 
info sessions:

Thurs., Dec. 21, 12‐6 p.m. – 
Scarborough Civic Centre, 150 
Borough Drive, Committee Room 1. 

Mid‐January – Details TBD – 
Proposals must be submitted by 
January 19.

HOT Eats
Get everyone excited about Scar-

borough by participating in HOT 
Eats.  Part of the Cultural Hotspot 
initiative, the HOT Eats program 
will celebrate community and 
culture by highlighting the many 
delicious culinary destinations in 
Scarborough’s diverse neighbour-
hoods. I encourage you to share your 
ideas and get involved in the conver-
sation at toronto.ca/culturalhotspot 

Please keep in touch and be sure 
to check my website, jimhart.ca, for 
regular updates on municipal issues. 

Port Union Library

3D printer is at the library for month of December

Holiday Closures: Dec. 24, Dec. 25, 
Dec. 26, Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.

Upcoming Programs 
It’s Here! Port Union Library is 
hosting a Pop-up Learning Lab 
in December and a 3D printer is 
available for demonstrations. Staff 
are conducting a variety of free 
programs for children (8+ years), 
teens and adults. These programs 
include 3D printer certification, 
introduction to 3D design with 
Fusion 360, image editing with 
GIMP, MaKey MaKey for kids, snap 
circuits for kids, introduction to 
digital music with LMMS and more. 
For more information about these 
programs please consult www.tpl.ca/
popuplearning.  Online registration 
is done by using Eventbrite.  

The school PA Day will be on Jan. 
19. Please consult www.toronto-
publiclibrary.ca for details about 
children’s programs that will be held 
on this day. 

Toddler Time will be offered on 
Wednesdays, from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 
The weekly program will run from 
Jan. 10 to Feb. 14 and will include 
songs, stories, rhymes and finger 
plays for toddlers from 19 months 
to 3 years, with their parent or 
caregiver. Register in person on Jan. 
10 at 10:00 a.m. There is a limit of 
15  toddlers.  

Monday Night at the Movies is a 
weekly program for adults and it 
is held from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Come 
to enjoy some great films and meet 
new people. The movies are free and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments. The last movie night 
of 2017 is Dec. 11 and the program 
resumes on Jan. 8.
           
Knitting and Crocheting Drop-In 
is held on Saturday mornings from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. Now is the time to 
complete your holiday projects and 
there are volunteers available to help 
you learn new skills and untangle 
difficult stitches. A variety of pattern 
books and magazines are available 
to borrow. The last meeting of 2017 
is on Dec. 16 and the program 
resumes on Jan. 6. 

8th Annual Bingo Marathon will be 
held on Saturday, January 27 from 
1:30-3:00 p.m. This multi-genera-
tional program is held to celebrate 
Family Literacy Month and is great 
fun for the whole family!  Bring 
your friends to play Bingo, win book 
prizes and enjoy some time together 
at the library.

The Sun Life Financial Museum 
and Arts Pass (MAP) is available 
year round. Your family can 
explore some of Toronto’s cultural 

and arts treasures for free. Passes 
are available to adult library card 
holders beginning on Saturdays at 
9:00 a.m. At the Port Union Library, 
you can get passes to the Art Gallery 
of Ontario, the Toronto History 
Museums and the Textile Museum 
of Canada.

For more program information, 
consult our “What’s On” publica-
tion, visit the Library website at 
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca or phone 
Answerline at 416-393-7131 

Submitted by Seema Datta, Senior 
Library Assistant, Port Union Library

Light therapy 
lamps now at 
some branches  
By Kathryn  Stocks

As you all know, this is the darkest 
time of year in the northern hemi-
sphere. Our days are getting shorter 
and by the time of the solstice on 
Dec. 21, we’ll have less than nine 
hours of daylight. For the 2 to 3 per 
cent of Ontarians who suffer from 
seasonal affective disorder or SAD, 
this time of year can cause a type 
of depression with symptoms that 
include sleep disorders, anxiety and 
weight gain.

To help those who suffer from 
SAD, the Toronto Public Library 
has light therapy lamps available for 
use at its Agincourt, Brentwood, 
Don Mills, Fairview, Malvern, 
Maria A. Shchuka, Parkdale and 
Parliament branches, as well as the 
Toronto Reference Library. The 
light therapy lamps, which can be 
expensive to buy, are designed to 
mimic spring and summer light 
levels as a way to treat the disorder. 
There are two lamps in each branch 
that can be used for 20-30 minutes 
on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The lamps cannot be taken out of 
the library.

Jim Hart, Councillor Ward 44

In December 2016, Toronto Public Library Digital Design Technician Jorge Guevara displayed some of the products printed at the Port Union Library.   
Inset, the 3D printer making a Star Wars stormtrooper.
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Pets

By Linda Striemer 

When it comes to finding homes, senior dogs 
can be harder to place than the younger ones. 
At age 12, Koda was by far the most active 
dog we have fostered. I posted a video of Koda 
racing around (and around) the yard and 
asked the question, “how old do you think 
he is?” Guesses were always a lot less than his 
actual age. One day on his daily walks (always 
a combination of walking and running), he 
had the comment “what a lovely puppy”! Koda 
was given a clean bill of health by the vet, 
including no arthritis. 

In another foster home, Vinnie at age 10 
was also waiting for his forever home. Planning 
ahead for the times we would be away,  Vinnie’s 
foster parents and I agreed to “exchange” 
dogs for that period.  Nobody is on their own 
when they foster, we are here to support each 
other, including being there when we need a 
temporary home. Happily, it turned out that 
a temporary foster home was not needed for 
Koda. He was adopted by a retired couple who 
made it a point always to adopt a senior dog. 
He is now enjoying the country life in a small 
town. And taking his new owners for walks and 
runs! 

Vinnie also didn’t need a temporary foster 
home as he too was adopted! Amazingly, they 
were both adopted on the same day.

At this time of year, many office, family 
and friend groups opt to donate money to a 
worthy cause, food bank or one of many other 
choices. Rescue groups are another choice. 
Loyal Rescue, a small breed rescue for whom 
I foster, is in need of small size collars and 
leashes that are either new or in excellent used 
condition. West Hill Animal Clinic, 5528 
Lawrence Ave. East, has kindly agreed to accept 
these donations. Perhaps you can have the fun 
of dropping  them off at the same time they 
are holding their annual Pet Photos with Santa 

fundraiser. All proceeds go to the OSCAR 
Foundation, LLC, a non-profit corporation 
that provides financial assistance based on an 
owner’s need so pets can access surgery and 
physical rehabilitation to optimize mobility and 
quality of life. 

There are many non-profit animal groups 
for cats and dogs that benefit from donations. 
Monetary gifts don’t need to be wrapped, but 
donations of toys, coats, leashes, collars and 
treats often are imaginatively wrapped and keep 
a dog busy and interested in what is under the 
wrapping.

One of the biggest gifts is to consider 
fostering. This way, your gift will last year 
round and many dogs will be the grateful 
recipients. It doesn’t mean you have to continue 
fostering if you find it is not for you but please 
consider it and find out more at loyalrescue.
com. Click Contacts and check off “I am 
interested in fostering a dog for Loyal Rescue.” 
There is a 12-step guide to fostering.

I am more than pleased to answer any 
questions. Email me at lstriemer@sympatico.ca.

Remember, if you adopt or foster, you 
are opening up a spot for another dog. Two 
presents at the same time!

Fostering a dog is a special gift 

Dallas, age 11,  is young at heart and loves to walk. He is 
located in Scarborough. Tag #3444 at loyalrescue.com.  

Call for stories 

The CCRA Centennial News is 

a publication for stories from 

your community. If you have 

a story you’d like to share or 

know someone with an inter-

esting hobby or background, 

please contact us at  

news4ccra@gmail.com.
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Advertising submissions deadline for 
the January issue is January 19, 2018.  
Email Kelsey Dorval at  ccra-advertising@hotmail.
com or visit: ccranews.com/advertising.html.

Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

Port Union Library Pop-up Learning Lab December TBD A 3D printer will be available. Staff will be conducting a variety of free 
programs for children (10+ years), teens and adults. 416-396-8885

Highland Creek Festival of Lights Friday, December 1, 6:30 pm 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury 56 Lawson Road

A good family outing in Highland Creek and all are invited to attend.  Free 
hot chocolate and apple cider. Church choir will be present

West Hill-Highland Creek 
Lions Holiday Craft & Gift Sale Saturday, December 2, at 10:00 am 

Heron Park Community Centre.  282 Manse Rd.
Crafters and artists offering a wide variety of unique items including home 
decor, seasonal items, fashion accessories, jams and jewellery.

416-282-7202  
sale@lionsclub.ca

Bel Canto Singers Concert: Songs for a 
Winter’s Night Saturday, December 2, 2017 at 2:30 and 7:30 Annual Festive Winter Concert Director: Linda Meyer Accompanist: 

Jacqueline Mokrzewski Tickets $20 available at the door.
416- 265-7586        
laured@sympatico.ca  

2nd Highland Creek  
Scouting Group

5th Annual Food  
Bank Drive Saturday, December 2 Will be collecting non-perishables from Centennial neighbourhood for the 

Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities food hampers. tracyforsyth@hotmail.com

University of Toronto 
Scarborough Fall Flourish Concert Saturday, December 2 at 7:00 pm, AC223 Academic 

Resource Centre, 1265 Military Trail

UTSC’s music ensembles perform classical and contemporary works, 
featuring UTSC’s Concert Band, Concert Choir and String Orchestra. 
Admission free, all are welcome.

www.utsc.utoronto.ca/acm

Sir Oliver Mowat C.I The Penelopiad December 7-9,  Mowat Collegiate Stage adaptation of the novel by Margaret Atwood.  General admission 
tickets can also be purchased for $20 at Brownpapertickets.ca. 416-396-6802

Gear Realty 1st Annual Community 
Tree Lighting Party

Friday, December 8, 6:30 - 8:30 
Port Union Community Recreation Centre

Before the tree lighting, volunteers from the Port Union Seniors will be 
giving out hot chocolate while students hand out candy canes. There will 
be cookie decorating for the kids organized by 4SweetCookies.

416- 265-2000

Autism Ontario Christmas Party Saturday, December 9, 12.00 - 4:00 pm 
Port Union Community Recreation Centre

Toronto chapter will be holding a Christmas party for families with autism. 
They are looking for volunteers to help at the event. There will be food, 
crafts, games and pictures with Santa. Ginny Pearce at  647-328-4004.

Ginny Pearce at  647-328-4004.

St. Dunstan of Canterbury Annual Community  
Carol Sing

Sunday, December 10, 2017 at 7:30 pm 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury church

Please join us! There will be a free-will offering with all proceeds going 
to the Scarborough Centre for Healthy Communities Food Bank. Event is 
co-sponsored by the CCRA. Refreshments following program. 

416-283-1844

Sir Oliver Mowat C.I Christmas Cheer December 11-22
Mowat Collegiate

Make a difference in the community while getting into the holiday spirit. 
This year’s proceeds will go towards Covenant House Toronto, the country’s 
largest agency for homeless youth. Funds 

brittany.imasuen@yahoo. com.

Sir Oliver Mowat C.I Prefects Pancake Breakfast Wednesday,  December 20, beginnig at 7:00 am
Mowat Collegiate

A pancake breakfast at the school for $3 beginning at 7 am to raise money 
for the Youth Covenant House in Scarborough.
 

416-396-6802

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
258           

New Year’s Eve Dinner  
& Dance Sunday, December 31, 6:00 pm, 45 Lawson Road Live entertainment by Soulmates, Tickets $50 (members), $55 (guests).  Irene 647-982-3089,  

www.rcl258.com

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR Scouting

Autism Ontario needs help with its Christmas party
Autism Ontario, Toronto chapter will be holding a Christmas party at the Port Union C.C. on Saturday, December 9 

for families with autism. They are looking for volunteers to help at the event. There will be food, crafts, games and 

pictures with Santa. The party is from noon until 4 p.m. If you would like to volunteer your time that day, please 

contact Ginny Pearce at  647-328-4004. Clockwise from top left: Scouts learning how to use a saw; 
learning camp stove skills; using their scouting skills to cook 
lunch over the fire after wood was chopped and the fire was 
started; and enjoying dinner outdoors at Woodland Trails.
Photos by Collin Stubbs

Scouts’ outdoor adventures 
  
2nd Highland Creek Scouts and Venturers 
camped at Woodland Trails on the weekend 
of October 20. New Scouts learned stove, 
axe, lantern and pocket-knife skills and 
reviewed fire-lighting skills. 

» CCRA AGM Continued from page 1

Denise Bacon renews memberships at the Annual  
General Meeting.
 
acclamation as 2018 President. She
will lead an enthusiastic group of 13 on the 
CCRA executive, including past-presidents 
McKelvie and Jeff Forsyth (see Kathy’s 
message on page 3).

Councillor Hart congratulated CCRA as 
one of the strongest community associations. 
He led a lively discussion about current 
issues in Ward 44, including upgrades to Port 
Union Road, the master plan in Highland 
Creek Village, redesign at Rouge Hill GO 
station and the rooming house pilot project.

Show your support for CCRA by pur-
chasing your annual membership at www.
ccranews.com. Stay tuned for an exciting year!

The CCRA 

executive wishes 

you a joyful holiday 

season and the best 

in 2018.
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CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution  

Last month I reported 
that many of the 
vacancies in our 
distribution network 
had been filled but 
there were still a 
couple of outstanding 

routes. This month I would like to 
welcome two more volunteers to our 
distribution team. Michael Quinlan 
will be delivering to the homes on 
Elkwood and Karen McLaughlan 
will be delivering to the homes on 
Wharfside.  Both Michael and Karen 
are long-time CCRA volunteers: 
Michael is the CCRA treasurer and 
Karen was a distributor in the past. 
We are very fortunate to have people 
who are willing to volunteer their 
time in our great community.  

We are still looking for a distributor 
for the following two routes.  
1. Port Union, south of Lawrence 

on the west side. This route has 
approximately 30 homes. 

2. Lawrence Avenue townhouses, 
across from the Port Union Plaza, 
backing onto Vessel – about 30 
homes.

I have been distributing both these 
routes for the last few months and 
they have taken me less than an hour.    

The Invermarge route is also 
available. This route currently has 
a distributor, but Betty is willing to 
give up the route to a student looking 
for volunteer hours or to someone in 
the neighbourhood who likes to walk 
and meet their neighbours.     

If you are interested in any of these 
routes, please get in touch with me.  

At this time of year, I would like 
to thank our great distribution team. 
First, I would like to thank the 12 
route distributors. These volunteers 
drive around the neighbourhood 
and drop off the bundles of CCRA 
Centennial News to the homes of the 
carrier distributors on their route. 
Second, I would like to thank the 
120 distributors who personally 
deliver almost 4,600 copies of the 
paper to all the homes and businesses 
in our community. 

Thanks to everyone for doing 
such a wonderful job!   

Wishing you all a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays! 
Wanda Wierzbicki

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2018 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee. To join online,  
go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2018 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki


