
 
The annual Port Union Winterfest 
will be happening at the Port Union 
Recreation Centre on Saturday, 
January 27, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

This year there will be maple 
taffy, outdoor games, indoor music 
entertainment, popcorn, candy 
floss, barbecue fare, face painting 
and much more. New to Winterfest 
this year will be vendors. 

The Port Union Winterfest event 
is made possible with funding 
support from the Centennial 
Community Recreation Association, 
the West Rouge Sports and Recre-
ation Association, the West Rouge 
Community Association, the Port 
Union Seniors as well as many local 
businesses. Dedicated volunteers 
work tirelessly to provide a fun-filled 
day for the many families in our 
neighbourhood. Please come out 
and enjoy the winter weather while 
taking part in our community event. 
See you there!

Come out  
and enjoy  
Winterfest 
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Save these dates!
CCRA’s January meeting will be Tues., 
Jan. 9 and the February meeting 
will be Tues., Feb. 6. Both are at Port 
Union C.C. at 7:15 p.m. Our Annual 
Spring Fling will be on Sat.,  
April 7 this year.

www.ccranews.ca

At 106, Clara Lahmer’s sunny 
personality still shines

No matter what the 
weather is like,  
Centennial residents 
enjoy walking in the  
neighbourhood.  
See page 10.

FEATURE

OPG mails out emergency awareness kits
By Denise Bacon 
 
 “PREPAREDNESS = POWER” is 
the name of the 5” x 8” box kit that 
was recently delivered to households 
in communities surrounding the 
OPG Pickering and Darlington 
nuclear sites. 

This box contains a simple-to-
follow booklet, a fridge magnet 
showing the emergency checklist 

and a flashlight pen. Residents are 
encouraged to browse through the 
information just to be prepared.

OPG has a clear and specific plan 
of action in the unlikely event of 
a nuclear accident. Provincial and 
municipal governments and the 
public will be informed through 
multiple channels.

Safety measures remain high 
and they are closely managed and 

monitored. It is simply higher levels 
of safety standards imposed by the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commis-
sion that require this extra measure 
of precaution and information to be 
shared widely.

This recent kit is a follow-up 
to another kit that was distributed 
to households some time ago. The 
blue “Prepare to be safe” package 

» continued on page 8

By Kathryn Stocks

It only takes a few minutes with Clara 
Campbell Lahmer to realize that she 
is a delightful woman who is still 
amazingly with it considering she was 
getting ready to celebrate her 106th 
birthday on January 1. She has such a 
cheerful, positive attitude toward life 
that she was a joy to interview. She 
wasn’t great on dates and her hearing 
is going, but she held her own when 
talking about her long life. 

Clara was born in Edmonton, 
Alberta, in 1912. Her mother was 
a nurse and her father was with the 
Hudson Bay Co. Both parents came 
from the U.K. but didn’t marry until 
they got to Canada. They moved to 
Toronto when Clara was very young.

Clara grew up wanting to be a 
nurse liker her mother, but at 17 she 
was told she was too young for that 
profession and should come back 
when she was 21. So she became a 
teacher instead. It was a job she loved 
and she taught for 43 years before 
retiring. She was only supposed to 
teach for 40 years but she was asked 
back twice. Clara taught mostly at 
Norway Public School but also at 
Palmerston and Kent. 

Her first class was a D class, 

meaning she had to teach the 
students with the most problems. 
But Clara must have been very good 
at her job because when it came to 
testing, her kids came out on top. 
She remembers spending $60 to buy 
workbooks for her class. “I didn’t 
really have $60 to spend but I did it 
anyway and it paid off.” It’s amazing 
to think that Clara’s first years of 
teaching would have been during 

the Great Depression. 
Clara was never a pushover with 

her students. Once she saw one of 
her kids driving by in a car with a 
group of others, none of whom were 
old enough to drive. The police had 
to report him so Clara went to the 
jail, too. She got him out, but didn’t 
tell his father since the boy was only 
9 and would have been punished 

 Clara Lahmer is a long-time Centennial resident who now lives at Cedarbrook Lodge. 

            » continued on page 8
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CCRA Centennial News 
Size Per Issue Prepaid 

  10 issues 

Business Card 50.00 475.00  

Eighth  75.00 712.50

Quarter  125.00 1,187.50  

Three-eights 185.00 1,757.50

Half Page  220.00 2,090.00

Half Page Inside Cover 250.00 2,375.00 

Full Page 400.00 3,800.00 

Front Page Banner 200.00 N.A.

Inside Page Banner 100.00 950.00

Advertising Rates - * NEW sizes available April 2016

Advertising copy must reach the CCRA no later than the 
10th day of the preceding month for publication. Files 
should be in high resolution PDF, TIF, EPS or JPG format 
for best results. Please e-mail your advertisement to 
Kelsey Dorval at ccra-advertising@hotmail.com. Cheques 
in the correct amount are to be addressed to “CCRA” and 
deposited in the CCRA mailbox at 5450 Lawrence Ave. 
East, in the Port Union Recreation Centre, opposite the 
centre’s main office. For more about advertising, visit 
www.ccranews.com/advertising.html

Notice to Advertisers

CCRA Centennial News invites submissions of articles, 
signed letters, art and photography from Centennial 
community members and all elected representatives. 
We will consider all submissions for publication that 
are information-based and relevant to the community. 
Not-for-profit and community groups are also invited 
to submit event listings to be published free of charge, 
space permitting. CCRA Centennial News reserves 
the right to decline material considered to be unpaid 
advertising, politically partisan or likely to offend. 
CCRA reserves the right to edit all submitted material. 
The opinions expressed in CCRA Centennial News 
do not represent the views of the CCRA Executive. 
All submissions will be considered for both print and 
online publication unless otherwise instructed by the 
author. CCRA will notify all authors prior to publication. 

To be published in CCRA Centennial News, articles must 
reach the Communications team by the 15th day of 
the preceding month. To submit an article or suggest a 
story, please contact any member of the Executive by 
phone, or by e-mail to news4ccra@gmail.com. 
 
Mailing address:  
Centennial Community & Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Ave. East, Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Publishing Policy

Newspaper & Web Team

President – Kathy Rowe 416.283.9987 
 Past President – Jennifer McKelvie 416.931.0960 
Treasurer – Michael Quinlan 
Distribution – Wanda Wierzbicki 416-282-2951 
Communications – Kathryn Stocks         416.281.0436 
Community Events – Heather Lemieux 416.284.4751 
Police Liaison – Marilyn Hodge 416.284.9984 
Planning – Rob Elbertsen 416-282-2951 
Transportation – Gerry Divaris 416.540.9569 
Membership – Denise Bacon 416-282-3561  
Conservation – Jennifer McKelvie 416.931.0960 
Fundraising – John Sinclair  647.462.3046 
Youth Representative – Lakshmi Anandaraj  
Members at Large – Jeff Forsyth 416.282.8346 
                                      – Jake Forsyth 416.282.8116 

 
Advertising – Kelsey Dorval 416.724.8693  
Editor – Kathryn Stocks 416-738-4848 
editor@ccranews.com 
Contributing Editor – Kathy McGrath 647-523-1637 
Design and Production – Don Lawrence  
webmaster@ccranews.com   

CCRA Executive Team

A note on the news 
from the editor 
Last year was a good one for the 
CCRA Centennial News. We had 
plenty of interesting articles and 
we are grateful that our advertisers 
have kept us going strong. I have a 
friend who says the paper has become 

a “must read” for members of the 
community. High praise indeed for a 
community publication. 

Every month I look at the blank 
pages and wonder how we’re going to 
fill them. I keep thinking we’re going 
to run out of good stories, but then 
our contributors come through and 
we manage to bring you another issue. 

We formed a communications 

committee this year comprised of 
Kathy Rowe, Denise Bacon, Kathy 
McGrath, Jennifer McKelvie and 
Don Lawrence  and they have been 
amazing. We get together to brain-
storm and the story ideas come 
bubbling up. We’ve also reached 
out to the community and it has 
responded. I hope it continues in 
2018!

I’d like to thank Don especially for 
his wonderful layout of the paper. I 
just send him the stories and he makes 
it look beautiful. Thanks to Janice 
Bennink, too, for filling in as editor 
when I’m off on vacation. 

Hope you all had a wonderful 
Christmas and all the best in the new 
year! 
Kathryn Stocks
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Happy New Year Centennial!

President’s Message

January 7th 
memorial 
service for 

Junior Ward

A special memorial service 
for Junior Ward will be held 
on Sunday, January 7, at 
St. Dunstan of Canterbury 
Anglican Church on Lawson 
Road. Junior was a dedicated 
member of the CCRA 
executive committee and a 
valuable volunteer in our 
community who died last 
December. The memorial 
will be included in the 
regular 10:30 a.m. service 
and it will be led by members 
of the Ward family. Refresh-
ments will be served at the 
end of the service. All are 
welcome to attend.

By Kathy Rowe

The new year promises to be a 
busy one in the Centennial 
community. To begin the 

year the CCRA is proud to partner 
with area associations and various 
sponsors to bring back our annual 
Port Union Winterfest event. Please 
mark Saturday, January 27 on your 
calendar. Winterfest is a fun-filled 
day of winter activities for the entire 
family. There will be some new 
attractions this year, so please come 
and enjoy the day. 

Our CCRA spring social will be 
happening on Saturday, April 7 at 
the West Rouge Community Centre. 
Things are still in the planning 
stages, but we plan to offer dinner 
and dancing for sure! Please stay 
tuned to our website and newspaper 
for further details as the new year 

unfolds. Mark the date!
A big CCRA goal for 2018 

will be a revamped membership 

campaign. Membership has been 
declining over the past few years and 
our committee hopes to turn this 

around in the spring. We will need 
all the support we can get. If you 
enjoy walking in the community 
and talking to neighbours, perhaps 
you would like to help with some 
door-to-door canvassing. If so, our 
membership chair Denise Bacon 
would love to hear from you. 

Our monthly meetings are open 
to all members of the community 
and we would love to see some new 
faces this year. Our first meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, January 
9 at the Port Union Community 
Centre. We begin our meetings at 
7:15 pm.  Please feel free to attend 
and find out what the CCRA is 
working on for the betterment of 
your community. 

I’d like to wish you 
all the very best in the 
New Year. 

CCRA’s new president Kathy Rowe with Rev. Richard Newland at the community carol sing on Dec. 10  
at St. Dunstan of Canterbury Anglican Church on Lawson Rd. 
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Wrapping up Christmas

Community carol sing is always an enjoyable evening

The senior choir at St. Dunstan’s Anglican Church led the singing of Christmas carols and songs at  
the community carol sing on Sun., Dec. 10.

By Kathy Rowe

On Sunday, December 10, I had 
the pleasure of attending the 
annual community carol sing 
at St. Dunstan of Canterbury 
Anglican Church. Reverend 
Richard Newland was his usual 
jovial self. He told amusing stories 
and showed some hilarious videos 
to an audience of more than 200 
singers. There is something very 
special about singing with a large 
group of people. Everyone was there 
for the same reason and together 
we sang many favourite traditional 
Christmas carols. 
St. Dunstan’s senior and junior 
choirs performed well. Music 
director Anna Lynn Murphy did 
a wonderful job. It was a real treat 
to listen to the instrumentalists as 
well. An organist, percussionist, 

pianist, flutist and two clarinets 
helped enhance the musical expe-
rience. As is customary at these 

carol sings, Richard led the entire 
congregation and choirs through 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 

Richard’s version of this song always 
adds something new and silly to 
this Christmas classic. We had a 
lot of laughs getting through that 
one! Following the singing we all 
headed to the parish hall for some 
refreshments, which were provided 
by the CCRA and served by the St. 
Dunstan Stewardship Committee. 
If you have never attended one of 
these annual carol sings, do yourself 
a favour and come out next year. 
You won’t regret it. 

Scouts thank 
community 
for donations
By Ian Cooper
2nd Highland Creek Scout Group

A huge thank you goes out to the 
Centennial community. The 2nd 
Highland Creek Scouting group 
collected 7,774 pounds of food in 
this year’s door-to-door food drive! 
This is an excellent result and 1,500 
pounds more than last year. Over 
the past 14 years we have collected 
more than 55 tons of food. The 
food will be used to supplement the 
supplies in the food bank at a time 
when demand is very high and need 
is more keenly felt.

All of our sections from Beavers 
to Cubs, Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers from 2nd Highland Creek, 
11th Bendale and 7th Pickering 
contributed to this excellent result. 
We had 40 youth go door to door 
to 2,733 homes in the Centen-
nial community, and they were 
supported by numerous parents, 
plus 27 Scouting volunteers, plus 
staff Ilene, Bob and Judith from 
Scarborough Centre for Healthy 
Communities.   
     Thank you for all of your 
support 

Venturer Scout Jesse Kambakos helps unload the 
many generous donations collected for the food 
drive.Photo credit: Ian Cooper 
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Centennial Road school says goodbye to its matriarch
By Karen Lim

Nancy Hodgkinson worked for the 
greater part of 22 years serving the 
school community at Centennial 
Road Jr. P.S. She started as an office 
administrator with the former Scar-
borough Board of Education and 
then was with the Toronto District 
School Board after amalgamation. 

 During this time, Ms Hodg-
kinson has been the matriarch of 
our school.  She has looked after us 
with professionalism, an outstand-
ing commitment to the big and 
little people she serves, and a focus 
on supporting the many and varied 
needs of our staffs and families.         
       Having seen administrations, 
families and staff come and go, her 
long-term presence and enthusiasm 
for her important work has helped 

to set the culture of excellence 
and keep the focus on Centennial 

Road’s core values of reaching high 
expectations, respect and kindness 

at our school. These are not just 
ideas and words. They are reflected 
in Ms Hodgkinson’s actions and 
interactions at Centennial Road. Ms 
Hodgkinson has always shown great 
care and compassion for her work 
and for the people in our school 
community. 

 While we are sad to see her 
go, we are happy Ms Hodgkinson 
will be able to spend more time 
with her family and friends, and 
be able to pursue her interests with 
greater personal time. We send our 
best wishes for her retirement as 
she starts a new chapter in her life 
and we are filled with gratitude for 
the impact she has made in our 
community.

 
Karen Lim is the principal at Cen-

tennial Road Jr. P.S.

Centennial Road Junior Public School

Centennial Road Junior Public School is sad to see office administrator Nancy Hodgkinson retire  
after 22 years at the school.

Autism 
Ontario’s 
magical 
Christmas 
party
By Marilyn Hodge

Eighty children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder attended a 
Christmas party put on by the 
Autism Ontario Toronto Chapter 
and organized by Ginny Pearce, 
a local resident of the Centennial 
community. This special yearly 
event was held on Dec. 9 at the Port 
Union Recreation Centre. 

Toys were given to the Toy 
Drive at 43 Division by generous 
community donors and with the 
assistance of Auxiliary Sgt. Clare 
Holmes. Other donations came 
from PIzza Pizza and Dad’s Cookies 
and through the fundraising by 
the Toronto Chapter, as well as by 
the Retired Women Teachers of 
Ontario, Scarborough Branch. 

The children had an opportu-
nity to participate in arts, crafts, 
games and could also write a letter 
to Santa. Vladimir, a magician and 
Master of Illusion and Levitation, 
entertained the children, parents 
and volunteers. 

Best of all, Santa handed every 
child a gift, much to the delight of 
the children.  Photos were taken for 
each individual and for families who 
wanted a photo.

A special thank you is extended 
to the staff at the Port Union  
Recreation Centre.  
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By Eunice Chong

Early last year, the Toronto 
District School Board 
announced that it would stop 

booking new school trips to the U.S. 
indefinitely, in light of the travel 
ban instituted by the U.S. govern-
ment. The decision was first released 
on March 27, 2017. Less than a 
week later, on April 2, the Mowat 
cheerleading team qualified for the 
2018 World School Cheerleading 
Championships in Orlando, Florida, 
by winning the National Champion-
ships for the second time in three 
years.

Elation quickly turned to disap-
pointment as the team realized it 
would not be able to compete in 
2018 under the current travel condi-
tions. Moreover, they would lose 
their partial paid bid, the highest bid 
awarded to a high school team. It 
covers registration fees and accom-

modations at Walt 
Disney World 
Resort, where the 
competition takes 
place.

In September, 
efforts to win an 
exemption from the 
ban commenced 
along with training 
for the new season, 
under the direction 
of coaches Jodi 
Klinck, Jennifer 
Stewart and Brooke 
Zarudny. Athletes, 
parents and profes-
sionals in the cheer-
leading industry 
– judges, gym 

owners and choreographers – wrote 
letters to Director of Education John 
Malloy to appeal the decision.

“When we heard that we had 
even a slight chance to go to Worlds, 
I started to take action; I was deter-
mined to make this happen,” said 
Jade Gracey, a senior member of 
the team. She communicated with 
school trustee Jerry Chadwick and 
student trustee Rakeeb Hossain, 
both of whom were supportive of 
their cause and agreed to relay the 
situation to the TDSB’s senior team 
leadership.

As a last resort, the cheerlead-
ing team registered a delegation to 
address a committee of the Board of 
Trustees, which included Dr. Malloy, 
on November 7. Jade Gracey, Ms 
Klinck, and Mrs. Albertson, a highly 
involved parent of the team, spoke 
at the meeting. 

During the allotted five minutes, 
the team presented their case that 
the trip to Worlds was not a new 
trip, but simply a continuation of a 
pre-approved trip, which is allowed 
under the TDSB’s current restric-
tions. The committee’s reactions 
seemed promising.

At a meeting on November 
15, the Planning and Priorities 
Committee clarified that “students 
participating in competitions or 
events that were approved prior to 
March 22, 2017 and that if suc-
cessful, would move on to further 
competitions/events at a later date in 
the United States would not be con-
sidered ‘new’ and be considered as 
the culminating activity emanating 
from the preliminary competition/
event.” 

As the Mowat cheerleaders fell 
into this category, they would be 
allowed to travel to the U.S.

The decision was approved at the 
full board meeting on November 
22, sending the Mowat cheerlead-
ing team to Walt Disney World in 
February 2018 to compete at the 
biggest competition of their lives.

Jade reported, “the team is 
working hard. We hope to bring 
home the gold and will continue to 
give it our all right up until we hit 
the mat in Orlando.”

Support the Mowat cheerlead-
ing team at https://www.gofundme.
com/42dxqd-sir-oliver-mowat-cheer-
leading-team.

Mowat cheerleaders at the 
2017 National Champion-
ships in April. Photo credit: 
Jade Gracey

Mowat Collegiate

Christmas Cheer follow-up
Further to Eunice Chong’s story 
about Mowat’s Christmas Cheer 
in our December issue, it was an 
extremely successful campaign. The 
school raised $12,300 for Covenant 
House Toronto, the country’s largest 
agency for homeless youth.   

Mowat cheerleaders take long route to World Championships
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Mowat Collegiate                                                   

Where in  
Centennial?

Photo quiz    

Pictured above is this month’s 
mystery location in our 
Centennial landmark quiz. 
It is located somewhere in 
the neighbourhood. Enjoy  
testing your knowledge of the 
community. Find out if you 
were right, the answer is on 
page 12. 

The Penelopiad was a strong production with topical themes
By Emma Kunzelmann

Sir Oliver Mowat C.I. had its 
production of The Penelopiad on 
December 7, 8 and 9. The play is 
based on a Margaret Atwood novel 
of the same name. The show was 
wildly successful, averaging 180 
tickets sold per night, and the cast 
received a standing ovation at each 
performance. 

Many people returned to see the 
show multiple times. Audiences 
praised the cast for addressing issues 
such as consent, sexual assault and 
female empowerment in the show. 

Issues such as these are very 
topical and at the forefront after all 
the allegations against media moguls 
such as Harvey Weinstein, Charlie 
Rose, Louis C.K. and others. 

The cast, which was composed 
of 18 strong girls ranging from 
Grades 9-12, handled the script 
and the content with such maturity 
that several people said it felt like 
a professional production, not a 
high school one. I was on backstage 
crew as head of props, and at every 
rehearsal I could see the trust and 
the bond these girls had formed. 

The Penelopiad was a very chal-
lenging show to put on technically. 
It combined lighting, sound and 
visual projections, which when put 
together created a visually stunning 
effect. Much like the cast, the crew 
also forms a bond when working on 
a production as a team. I have been 
a part of Theatre Mowat for four 
years, and I have always felt a sense 
of community and family with my 
fellow crew members. 

A lot of amusing things happen 
when working on a stage produc-

tion, and The Penelopiad had its 
fair share of mishaps. One of the 
funniest things to happen was when 
a set piece, the bed, splintered 
and broke while two people were 
standing on it during rehearsal. 

Thankfully, no one was hurt, but the 
crew had to rush to make another 
one in time for the show. This is just 
one of the many humorous things 
that happened backstage. 

Overall, The Penelopiad was an 

amazing show that broke boundaries 
and opened the door for conversa-
tions that need to be had. As a 
member of the company, I want to 
thank everyone who came out to 
support Theatre Mowat.

The Penelopiad was an amazing show that broke boundaries and opened the door for conversations that need to be had.
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Port Union Library

Bring the family to 8th Annual Bingo Marathon 

Upcoming Programs 

Toddler Time will be offered on 
Wednesdays from 10:30-11:00 a.m. 
The weekly program will run from 
Jan. 10 to Feb. 14 and will include 
songs, stories, rhymes and finger 
plays for toddlers from 19 months 
to 3 years, with their parent or 
caregiver. Register in person on Jan. 
10 at 10:00 a.m. There is a limit of 
15 toddlers.  

Monday Night at the Movies is a weekly 
program for adults and it is held 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Come to enjoy 
some great films and meet new 
people.  The movies are free and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments. The first movie night 
of 2018 will be on Jan 8.

           
Knitting and Crocheting Drop-In is held 
on Saturday mornings from 9:30-
11:30 a.m.  You can come and start 
a new and fun hobby. Volunteers 
are available to help you learn new 
skills and untangle difficult stitches. 
A variety of pattern books and 
magazines are available to borrow. 
The first meeting of 2018 will be on 
Jan. 6.

Lego Fun is a program for children 
ages 6 years and up, with their 
parent/caregiver. It will be held on 
Friday January 19, a PD Day from 
2:00-4:00 p.m.  Children will have 
the opportunity to build amazing 
structures, compete in contests and 
use their imagination to tell stories 
about their creations.

8th Annual Bingo Marathon will be 
held on Saturday, January 27 from 
1:30-3:00 pm. This multi-gener-
ational program celebrates Family 
Literacy Month and is great fun for 

the whole family!  Bring your friends 
to play Bingo, win book prizes and 
enjoy some time together at the 
library.

Ontario Early Years staff will present a 
Story Stretcher interactive drop-in 
program for children ages birth to 
6 years and their parents/caregiv-
ers. Each week will be focused on 
a theme story book that will be 
followed by a craft, table activities 
and songs to reinforce the themes 
of the story book. It will be held on 
Mondays from 10:30-11:30 am.  
 
This program will run from Jan. 8 
to Feb. 26 (excluding Family Day on 
Feb. 19).

The Sun Life Financial Museum and Arts 
Pass (MAP) is available year round. 
Your family can explore some of 
Toronto’s cultural and arts treasures 
for free.  Passes are available to 
adult library card holders beginning 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. At the 

Port Union Library, MAP Passes 
are distributed for the Art Gallery 
of Ontario, the Toronto History 
Museums and the Textile Museum 
of Canada.

For more program information, 
consult our “What’s On” publica-
tion, visit the Library website at 
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca or phone 
Answerline at 416-393-7131 
    Submitted by Seema Datta, Senior 
Library Assistant, Port Union Library

contained potassium iodide (KI) 
pills and information about what 
to do in the event of a nuclear 
emergency. The new box has a space 
for the pill package. If you don’t 
have the KI pills, you can order 
them at preparetobesafe.ca.

KI is the chemical name for 
potassium iodide and it is a salt 
of stable iodine. If necessary, the 
Chief Medical Officer of Health for 
Ontario will provide instructions 
through radio, TV, Internet and 
other available channels on where, 
when, how and by whom KI pills 
should be taken. It is important to 
wait for this notification! People 
should not take these pills unless 
instructed to do so.

The Canadian Nuclear Safety 
Commission is the federal agency 
that monitors the safe operation 
of nuclear stations. It now requires 
all homes and businesses within 10 
kilometres of a nuclear station to 
receive a supply of KI pills due to 
increased safety standards.

Clara Lahmer continued from page 1 OPG continued from page 1

OPG’s Emergency Awareness Kit. 

harshly. “I didn’t comfort him, by 
the way. I said, ‘Don’t you ever take 
a ride again. Use your feet!’ ”

In 1967, she took 42 students 

to Expo 67 in Montreal. She had 
doubts about taking one particularly 
difficult boy so his mother came 
along to help her. Clara recalls him 

riding down the escalator arm while 
his mother was watching from the 
top. She was furious at both of 
them. “His mother nearly caused my 

death from heart failure!”
Later in life Clara married 

Albert (Bert) Lahmer, an engineer, 
artist and photographer. They had 
no children but they travelled the 
world during their years together. 
Bert had a house built on Haviland 
Drive in the Centennial area and 
they lived there for many years. 
Clara enjoyed life on Haviland 
and welcomed neighbourhood 
kids when they played in her yard. 
She and Bert started going to 
Grace Presbyterian Church during 
that time, which she said is “a 
very friendly church.” People she 
met there still visit her. She never 
drove a car but she said her neigh-
bours were very helpful in getting 
groceries after Bert died. 

A photo of Ctara taken when 
she was a young woman shows 
an exceptionally beautiful face. 
Time has taken away some of that 
outer beauty but her inner beauty 
remains, along with the sparkle 
in her eye and the giggle in her 
laugh. Living now at Cedarbrook 
Lodge Retirement Residence on 
Markham Rd., Clara speaks posi-
tively about the place. “They take 
good care of you here.” After a 
lively 90-minute interview, other 
centenarians would be exhausted. 
But not Clara. She was ready for 
lunch!
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By Janice Bennink 

Contemporary art enthusiasts are 
cheering the City of Toronto’s 
announcement that Nuit Blanche, 
the annual all-night public art 
event, will be coming to Scarbor-
ough in 2018 and 2019. This year, 
Nuit Blanche begins at dusk on 
Saturday, September 29 and runs 
until dawn.

In its 12-year history, Nuit 
Blanche exhibitions have been 
centred in the downtown core, 
with local, national and international 
artists creating public art projects 
for an audience of more than one 
million viewers. With this year’s 
expansion into Scarborough, expect 
that enthusiasm to spread into our 
local communities. 

The hub of Scarborough’s Nuit 
Blanche will be Scarborough Civic 
Centre, in the same way that Nathan 
Phillips Square has been the centre 
of the Toronto event’s activities. 
Curated art projects and installations 
will likely be within walking distance 
from that point, and a shuttle bus 
from downtown Toronto is expected.  

In response to the 2018 event 
theme “You Are Here,” Scarborough-
raised curator Alyssa Fearon will 

select projects that aim to illuminate 
the creativity and artistic production 
that has always existed and continues 
to thrive here. Speaking on CBC 
Radio’s Toronto show Here and Now, 
Fearon expressed her excitement in 
engaging the local community. “I’m 
really optimistic and hopeful that 
people will just be curious enough 
that this is the first time and they 
will want to make it out to see what’s 
happening in Scarborough,” she said. 

In addition to the city-produced 
exhibitions, Nuit Blanche invites 
artists to participate through the 
Open Call Project program, or the 
Independent Project program. These 

projects can be located in neighbour-
ing locations, and community appli-
cations are now being accepted for 
both programs.

The Open Call Project program 
will give up to four artists the 
opportunity to be part of one city-
produced exhibition. Up to four sub-
missions will be offered funding and 
production support. The submission 
deadline is Monday, January 22.

Independent Projects feature 
self-funded installations presented 
by galleries, schools, neighbour-
hoods, community organizations and 
individual artists. The submission 
deadline is Monday, February 5.

The city will hold the following 
information sessions for community 

participation in the Independent 
Project and Open Call Project 
programs:  
 
January 9, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Scarborough Civic Centre, 
Committee Room 2, 150 Borough Dr. 
January 10, 1 to 3 p.m. at Scar-
borough Civic Centre, Committee 
Room 2, 150 Borough Dr. 
January 12, 6 to 8 p.m. at Toronto 
City Hall, Committee Room 2, 100 
Queen St. W.  
 
More information and application 
forms for both programs are now 
available at www.toronto.ca/nbto.

Arts all-nighter comes to Scarborough in September 

 Alyssa Fearon is the Scarborough curator 
for Nuit Blanche. 

Nuit Blanche 2018
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By Denise Bacon 

Residents of the CCRA 
community are great walkers, 
enjoying all the neighbour-

hood has to offer – our canopied 
streets, parks and waterfront. We 
recently spoke with a few of them.

Ann Angelakos was on her usual 
stroll with her two buddies, Max 
and Charlotte. It was a cold, blustery 
night with a waning moon and Ann 
was bundled up as she made her way 
around the south Centennial Road 
area. This is the bedtime routine 
for Ann’s two companions, so Ann 
dresses for the weather and  braves 
the seasons! 

“It’s very peaceful out here,” said 
Ann about her “awesome neigh-
bourhood.” She sometimes comes 
across other late-night walkers in the 
shapes of foxes, skunks and raccoons 
the size of her dogs who come out of 
the nearby ravine. “Aren’t you scared 
to be walking so late?” I asked Ann. 
She grinned and replied that she 
was startled once by a coyote who 
surprised her by coming up quite 
close to check out her dogs.

 Jenny and Bill Vining are 
motivated by their FitBits (devices 
like watches that track daily activity) 
to stay  young and healthy! They 
usually walk every day after lunch, 
admiring the homes, gardens and 
changes in the neighbourhood. 
Colonel Danforth Trail is a favourite 
route as they see the valley change 
through the seasons. Jenny enjoys 
meeting people along the way. 

Youngsters Adriel and Jonathan 

had a great time riding their bikes 
over to Adams Park to kick around 
a soccer ball. They love coming here 
because the nets are still up in the 
soccer goal posts. A temperature of 2 
degrees C and sunshine was all that 
was needed for the boys to make the 
most out of a November afternoon.

 How does one get the kinks 
out when working from home? 
Katherine and Joseph Collins each 
have overcome this challenge by 
getting out for a walk every day – 
individually or together. “Walking is 
a great way to clear my mind,” said 
Joseph who has a very busy work life 
out of his home. Katherine walks 
and runs in the neighbourhood. On 
the side, Katherine teaches adults 
about storytelling. She said walking 
helps to access the limbic part of the 
brain that helps with the creative 
biorhythm needed for good stories. 
The Collins family moved from the 
city to the Centennial neighbour-
hood two years ago and they love 
seeing rabbits and foxes as regular 
cohabiters of our area. Walking with 

their two children to Wanita Park’s 
playground is a great treat for the 
kids.

 Trudy Kinkartz is likely one 
of the most familiar people in our 
neighbourhood as she has been 
walking in our area for nearly 
40 years! This is a good way for 
her to get the latest news from 
the neighbours. Trudy loves the 
sighting of the lake during her 
early morning walks. She often 
walks with long-time friends and 
they are always enchanted by how 
different Colonel Danforth Park 
looks at different times of the day 
and through the seasons. The light 
changes and with that the feeling 
in the park changes. “It’s amazing!” 
Trudy said. Seeing deer in the park 
and witnessing the salmon run is 
always treasured by Trudy who 
effused, “We are so fortunate to have 
this in our backyard!”

Kyong Chang was proudly 
showing off the waterfront to her 
family who was visiting from Sao 
Paolo, Brazil. The vastness of the 

Weather doesn’t stop
neighbourhood walkers 

 
“ ... walking 

helps to access 
the limbic part 

of the brain 
that helps with 

the creative 
biorhythm 

needed for good 
stories”

Clockwise from top left: Ann Angelakos and her furry friends at the edge of the ravine; Elke and Roland Winkler enjoying a beautiful afternoon; Katherine 
and Joseph Collins clearing their minds from work; Kyong Chang (in the black coat) with family members who were visiting from Sao Paolo, Brazil; Jenny 
and Bill Vining are motivated by their FitBits; and Adriel and Jonathan getting ready to go home after a great time at Adams Park. 
Below: A sign in Adams Park reminds visitors not to feed the coyotes.
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lake made them all feel 
peaceful and revitalized. The 
young visiting family was 
immensely impressed by 
our walking trails and easy 
access to the water.

 It was very good to hear 
that Elke Winkler did not 
get blown over during a 
very windy day along the 
waterfront trail. The winds 
were so high that the waves 
were crashing over the stone 
walls! Elke and her husband, 
Roland, walk at different 
times throughout the day. 
They love walking at sunrise 
when the world is still very 
peaceful. Their 46 years 
of walking in the neigh-
bourhood have certainly 
kept them in good shape 
and great humour.

If you’d like to spend 
more time walking in the 
community, just remember 
that there’s no such thing as 
bad weather – only bad clothing! 
And please, don’t feed the coyotes!

 

 

Centennial tree lighting 
a hit with residents
By Kathryn Stocks

On December 9, the 1st 
Annual Community Tree 
Lighting Party was held at 

Port Union C.C. and more than 300 
people came out to enjoy the festivi-
ties. The event was planned by local 
realtors Jodi and Alan Gear and they 
were extremely pleased with the way 
it went. “It was amazing,” Jodi said. 
“Beyond our expectations.” 

Residents brought non-perishable 
food items for the firefighters’ food 
drive and new toys for the police toy 
drive, which Alan collected in his 
truck just outside the community 
centre. Jodi was inside selling raffle 
tickets for two large Christmas 
baskets. The raffle sold 149 tickets 

and raised $250 for Claire Wing’s  
fundraiser for the Ronald McDonald 
Room at Centenary Hospital.

There were lots of things for the 
kids to do, including decorating 
cookies (messy but fun!), a colouring 
contest and a photo booth with 
Santa. The adults listened to carollers 
and browsed the vendors’ booths for 
cookies, jewellery and bath things. 
Everyone enjoyed the free hot 
chocolate.  Just before 8 p.m., we all 
headed outside to watch as the lights 
were lit and the big fir tree  outside 
the community centre was trans-
formed into a beautiful Christmas 
tree. It was a delightful new event 
for Centennial and Jodi says she and 
Alan will “for sure” be doing it again 
next year. 

Clockwise from top left: Ann Angelakos and her furry friends at the edge of the ravine; Elke and Roland Winkler enjoying a beautiful afternoon; Katherine 
and Joseph Collins clearing their minds from work; Kyong Chang (in the black coat) with family members who were visiting from Sao Paolo, Brazil; Jenny 
and Bill Vining are motivated by their FitBits; and Adriel and Jonathan getting ready to go home after a great time at Adams Park. 
Below: A sign in Adams Park reminds visitors not to feed the coyotes.

 The 1st Annual Community Tree Lighting at Port Union Community Centre took place on Fri., Dec. 8. 
Clockwise from top left: Outside the community centre looking in at the party: serving up free hot 
chocolate; the big fir tree was lit at 8 p.m.; event organizers Jodi and Alan Gear; and Santa’s photo booth. 
Photo credits: Mario Dimain and Michael McCabe
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Political report

Where in  
Centennial?  
answer from page 7

Photo quiz    

Colonal Danforth and 
Lawson Road

Member of Parliament
Happy 2018 
everyone!  
 
I hope that each of you enjoyed a joyful 
holiday season surrounded by family and 
friends. To those of you who made a resolu-
tion this year, I wish you the best of luck 
in achieving your goals. This year, I plan to 
spend more time with my family and more 
time enjoying the outdoors.

To the members of the Centennial 
community who spent their holiday season 
ensuring the rest of us were able to safely 
enjoy ourselves, particularly the nurses, 
emergency services personal, transportation 
professionals and members of the hospitality 
and services industry, I would like to extend 
a sincere thank you! 

On January 13, my team and I will 
host our annual New Year’s Levee at 
Cardinal Leger Catholic School.  
The levee is always a highlight on our con-

stituency office calendar as it gives the members 
of my team the opportunity to connect with 
new residents and reconnect with some familiar 
faces from our community.  After listening to 
your comments about 2017 and your sugges-
tions as to how we can make 2018 a great year 
for our community and our country, I can say 
with certainty that I am delighted to head back 
to Ottawa on January 29, and discuss your 
feedback with my fellow Members of Parlia-
ment. 

For those of you who would like to meet my 
team and I, we will be joining the Centennial 
community at the upcoming Port Union Winter 
Festival on Saturday, January 27th.  Please stop 
by our booth to say hello and feel free to ask us 
any questions you may have about the federal 
government services we provide. If you are 
unable to join us at the Winter Festival, I invite 
you to contact my office at (416) 283-1414 or 
Gary.Anand@parl.gc.ca and share your ideas, 
ask about how we can assist you, or about our 
upcoming events!  
     I wish you all the best for a happy, healthy, 
and prosperous 2018!

PlowTO map shows location 
of city’s plows and salters

From November to April, the city’s 
Transportation Services staff patrol 
the expressways, arterial roads and 
potential “trouble spots” like hills 
on collector or local roads, 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. There is 
now a map on the City of Toronto 
website that you can use to find 
out when roads have been salted 
and plowed. There is a colour-
coded legend on the left side of the 
map that provides a time range to 
indicate when a salter or plow was 
last on the street. The map also 
displays the real-time location of 
salters, plows and sidewalk plows. 
Check it out at toronto.ca/plowTO.
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Political report

Member of Provincial Parliament

I hope everyone enjoyed a happy 
holiday season with family and 
friends.  As we move into 2018, 
I would like to invite everyone to 
join me at my New Year’s Levee 
on Sunday, January 14, from 
1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at Univer-
sity of Toronto Scarborough, 
UTSC Instructional Centre – 
Atrium, 1095 Military Trail, Scar-
borough (N.W. corner of Military 
Trail and Ellesmere Road). There 
is free parking on Military Trail, 
directly opposite the Instructional 
Centre in lots G and H.  Light 
refreshments will be served and no 
RSVP is required. I hope to see you 
there.

There are nearly 10 million 
drivers in our province and since 
2013 the government has intro-
duced a number of reforms that have 
resulted in lower auto insurance 
rates. Average auto insurance rates 
are now 6.6 percent lower than they 
were in 2013. Today, Ontario is 
taking further action by introduc-
ing the Fair Auto Insurance Plan. 
Based upon the recommendations 
made by David Marshall, Ontario’s 
advisor on auto insurance and a 
former president and CEO of the 
Workplace Safety and Insurance 
Board, this plan will take steps to 
promote better care for victims 
and affordable rates for drivers. 
It addresses fraud in the system, 
promotes putting victims first by 
providing better care for those 
injured in automobile accidents and 
strengthens consumer protection. 
Highlights of the plan include:

 
•	 Implementing standard 

treatment plans for common 
collision injuries such as sprains, 
strains and whiplash to help 
people receive the treatment they 
need after an accident, changing 
the emphasis from cash payouts 
to ensuring appropriate care for 
victims. 

•	 Reducing diagnosis and 
treatment disputes between 
insurance companies and people 
injured in collisions by institut-
ing independent examination 
centres to assess more serious 
auto collision injuries.

•	 Cracking down on fraud by 
launching the province’s first 
Serious Fraud Office in spring 
2018. The office will use an inte-
grated and dedicated approach 
to combat serious fraud, with a 
focus on auto insurance fraud, 
which has been identified as one 
of the factors contributing to 
higher premiums.

•	 Directing the Financial Services 
Commission of Ontario (FSCO) 
to review risk factors used by 
insurers to calculate premiums 
with the goal of ensuring drivers 
in certain parts of the province are 

not subject to unfairly high rates.
•	 Ensuring that lawyers’ contin-

gency fees are fair, reasonable 
and more transparent.

Additional resources on auto 
insurance at:
Ontario’s Fair Auto Insurance Plan –
https://news.ontario.ca/mof/
en/2017/12/ontarios-fair-auto-insur-
ance-plan.html 

Making Auto Insurance More 
Affordable – 
https://news.ontario.ca/mof/
en/2017/12/making-auto-insurance-
more-affordable.html 

Fair Benefits Fairly Delivered: 
Review of Auto Insurance System in 
Ont. –  https://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/
autoinsurance/fair-benefits.html 
 

Understanding Automobile 
Insurance  –
https://www.fsco.gov.on.ca/en/auto/
brochures/Pages/brochure_autoins.aspx

As always, my staff and I are here 
to support you by answering your 
questions and resolving issues related 
to provincial government services. 
Please do not hesitate to contact 
my Constituency Office.  You may 
stop by in person at 300 Kingston 
Road, Pickering, Unit 7, call us at 
905-509-0336, or send me an email 
at tmaccharles.mpp.co@liberal.ola.
org.  If you would like to receive our 
quarterly e-newsletter, please send 
your email to the above address with 
the subject line “e-newsletter”. You 
may also subscribe online in the 
“News” section of my website: http://
tracymaccharles.onmpp.ca.  I look 
forward to hearing from you soon.
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Looking forward to dialogue on community issues this year
I hope that 
everyone 
enjoyed the 
holidays and 
I wish you a 
healthy, pros-
perous and 
enjoyable new 

year. Thank 
you to the CCRA for inviting me 
to speak at the November annual 
general meeting. It was great to 
meet such a dedicated group of 
volunteers. As we begin 2018, I look 
forward to an ongoing dialogue with 
the community on the issues we’ll be 
working on in Ward 44.

School Zone Safety 
In addition to the city-wide 

School Zone Safety Review that was 

initiated last fall, my office has 
requested a review of traffic functions 
in and around Centennial Road that 
includes Centennial Road Public 
School and St. Brendan’s Catholic 
School. 

One measure under review is a 
reduction of the speed limit on Cen-
tennial Road between Lawson and 
Lawrence. The proposed reduction 

would be from the 
current 50 km/h 
to either a 40 or 
30 km/h limit 
depending on rec-
ommendations in a 
report from Traffic 
Operations and 
based on feedback 
from residents. My 
office will be can-

vassing residents along Centennial.  
A speed reduction in a street 

will be considered upon receipt of a 
petition signed by a minimum of 25 
percent of affected households.  

UTSC application
University of Toronto Scarbor-

ough has submitted an application to 
amend the zoning bylaw for the site at 

3300 Ellesmere Road that is currently 
a campus parking area. The applica-
tion is for the development of a new 
student residence, which would have 
two buildings at 10 and 8 storeys that 
would accommodate 750 beds.

A preliminary planning staff 
report is expected to be presented at 
Scarborough Community Council 
on Jan. 16, followed by a public 
consultation meeting at a later date. 
More information on this can be 
found on my website at jimhart.ca/
PLANNING.php.   

Seniors Housing Strategy
On Nov. 30, my office hosted a 

meeting with local senior advocates 
interested in promoting better 
options for seniors housing within 
our community. Currently there are 
few options, particularly for indepen-
dent living.

The lively meeting was well 
attended and the discussion centred 
around possible locations and types 
of facilities that would be appropri-
ate. Ideas ranged from single level 
living accommodation, such as con-
dominiums, to retirement residences. 

Although there is a great need 
for this type of housing here, the 
challenge will be attracting potential 
development. I will be working with 
city staff to explore opportunities for 
this type of development. My office 
is also in the process of forming a 
working group made up of local 
senior advocates to assist in showcas-
ing our community as a viable area to 
invest in retirement living infrastruc-
ture. If you are interested in receiving 
updates on this issue, call or email my 
office. 

Short-Term Rentals
New regulations take effect July 

1 that will allow residents to rent 
out their homes or rooms within 
their homes on a short-term basis 
through rental services such as 
Airbnb. The rules allow for the rental 
of a principal residence only and 
homeowners won’t be allowed to list 
secondary suites for short-term rental. 
A secondary suite is a self-contained 
apartment in an owner-occupied 
single-family home that is either 
attached to the principal dwelling or 
in a separate structure on the same 
property.

Entire home rentals will be capped 
at 180 days a year and the city will 
create a registry of short-term rental 
landlords who would have to declare 
that their rental property is their 
principal residence. The city will 
review the new regulations in 2019.  

Visit my constituency office is at 
5504 Lawrence Ave., call me at  
416-392-1373 or email  
councillor_hart@toronto.ca.

Jim Hart, Councillor Ward 44

Councillor Ward 44 report
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News from our neighbours
By David Adamson  
  
At the Highland Creek Community 
Association Board of Directors 
meeting held on December 6, 
2017, we had guest speakers, Larry 
Whatmore, Past President of West 
Rouge Community Association, and 
Dave Hardy, founding member of 
the Scarborough Community Asso-
ciation (SCRO). Essentially the aim 
of SCRO is to unite the community 
organizations in Scarborough in 
discussing and identifying mutual 
interests and address them accord-
ingly.  

The Village of Highland Creek’s 
Annual Tree Lighting Festival on 
December 1 was well attended. 
Hot chocolate and hot cider were 
provided, the St. Dunstan of Can-
terbury Anglican Church choir sang 
Christmas carols and at the stroke of 
7:00 p.m., the lights came on. Santa 
and Mrs. Claus arrived shortly after.  

On December 12, I met with Bill 
Yarn, Mike Jahashan and Council-
lor Jim Hart to discuss beautifying 
the Highland Creek Village. We 
also talking about rooming house 
issues in the area. Bill will arrange 
to prepare a draft diagram on sug-
gestions pertaining to the Village in 
the New Year, which will be further 
reviewed.

The Tony Stacey Centre for 
Veterans Care, a non-profit organi-
zation, continues to provide arthritic 
pool program classes for the general 
public.  The classes fill up quickly so 
if you are interested in participating, 
I suggest you get your name on the 
waiting list.  A respite program is 
also available to the general public 
for short-term stays. You may 
contact the Centre at tonystaceycen-
tre.ca for details.  Due to ongoing 
necessary repairs and the need for 
updated equipment, the Centre 
looks forward to any donations they 
may receive to ensure its ongoing 
excellent level of care.  Tax receipts 
are provided for donations received.

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Highland Creek Branch 258 is 
looking to increase its membership, 
which has dwindled over the last few 
years. If you want information on 
how to become a member and have 
a voice in the future of the branch, 
see rcl258.com for additional details. 
This website also includes events 
coming up at the Legion.    

On behalf of the Highland Creek 
Community Association, all the best 
to Centennial residents in the New 
Year.

David Adamson is President of the 
Highland Creek Community  
Association.            

Heritage Festival looking for input  
The Highland Creek Heritage Festival will be celebrating its 33rd year in 
June and the Festival Committee is looking for volunteers to attend their 
meeting on Wed., January 10 at the ReMax West Realty Offices at 6074 
Kingston Rd. The committee wants to adopt the new format that was 
implemented with great success last June. Item #2 on the agenda, which is 
of particular importance, is the possible relocation of the festival away from 
Morrish and Old Kingston Rds. 

Please come out on Jan. 10 and contribute your time, present your ideas 
and enjoy helping to put together Highland Creek’s annual event. Call 
HCHC Chairman Louis Koutsaris at 416-821-8655 for more information. 

Rita and George with Santa and friends at the Tony Stacey Centre in December. 
Photo credit: Stephanie Lake

Highland Creek
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Opinion

By Kathryn Stocks

Picture this: your subway arrives 
at Kennedy station late at night 
and you dash up the stairs to the 
bus platform only to see your bus 
pulling away.  My son, Graham, 
finds this happens regularly with the 
86 bus and he’s usually one of the 
first up the stairs. 

The last time this happened he 
hopped on the 116 bus, whose driver 
waited until the subway patrons 
arrived before he left the station. That 
driver said he’d rather be a minute 
late with a full bus than on time with 
an almost empty one. When the 
116 caught up to the 86, Graham 
switched buses and asked the bus 
driver why he didn’t wait as well. He 
was told the bus had to leave at that 
time because that was the schedule. 
The driver said he didn’t know when 
the subway arrived. 

This begs the question of why? 
Why don’t drivers know when the 
subway arrives? That large group of 
people racing up the stairs should be 
an indication. Keeping to a schedule 
makes sense during the rush hours 
when another bus will be along 
shortly, but late at night it’s a long 
wait for the next one. Is the TTC 

thinking about this the right way? 
Perhaps letting the drivers have a 
one-minute leeway for leaving the 
station at night instead of keeping to 
a strict schedule would make taking 
transit a little more palatable in Scar-
borough. 

As Graham pointed out, at 12:15 
a.m. not many people get on the bus 
during the rest of the 86 route. The 
bus usually fills up at the subway 
station and then just lets people off 
the rest of the way. So if the bus 
driver doesn’t wait for the bus to fill, 
it’s going to be a very quick ride to 

let the three people off who made it 
before the bus left the station. 

And surely the TTC could make 
it easier for the bus drivers to know 
when a subway has arrived; they 
need some indication that would 
take place before the transit riders 
come up the stairs. At a time when 
the technology exists for us to 
download an app (Rocketman) that 
shows when the  next bus is coming, 
surely the TTC could come up 
with some sort of signal that shows 
the bus drivers when a subway has 
arrived at the station.

Do you have a beef with transit 
here in the outer reaches of Scarbor-
ough? Let us know and we’ll print 
your comments. If we get enough, 
maybe we can effect some change. 
Send your comments to news4ccra@
gmail.com. You can also contact the 
TTC on Twitter @TTChelps.

If only TTC bus drivers could wait for subway patrons

Ward boundary change 
confirmed 
It’s now official: the city will grow by 
three new wards in the 2018 election. 
Instead of 44 councillors, Toronto will 
have 47.

In 2016, city council approved 
the 47-ward option recommended 
by third-party consultants. But 
two councillors and several citizens 
appealed that decision to the 
Ontario Municipal Board. On 
December 15, the OMB ruling 
came down and it agreed with city 
council’s redrawing of the ward 
boundaries.

Four new wards will be created, 
three of which are downtown and 
one in North York. One ward in 
the western part of downtown will 
disappear. 
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Community

Call for stories 

The CCRA Centennial News is 

a publication for stories from 

your community. If you have 

a story you’d like to share or 

know someone with an inter-

esting hobby or background, 

please contact us at  

news4ccra@gmail.com.

A new voice for the Bluffs area

With the aim of “exposing the greatness 
in our community,” a new Scarbor-
ough newspaper has landed in libraries, 
community centres, coffee shops and other 
businesses.  

The Bluffs Voice, launched in December 
by business partners Teresa Wright and 
Matthew Medland, is a monthly community 
paper serving lakefront neighbourhoods from 
Main Street to the Rouge.

“We want to be a vehicle to strengthen our 
community,” explains Teresa, who serves as 
general manager.  “We aim to shed a light on 
the individuals, businesses and organizations 
that live or operate here. We want to focus on 
those who are doing great and simple things 
and who are living the spirit of a strongly 
connected community.”

Teresa says readers can expect a balance of 
easy reading, arts, entertainment and restau-
rant reviews, local sports coverage and local 
real estate news.  She also promises a “touch 
of the literary,” which will include creative 
writing, poetry and book reviews.  And, of 
course, the paper will also report on activities 
in the community, local politics and safety 

issues with the intention of really digging into 
the root of issues to find sustainable solutions. 

One of the reasons Teresa decided to 
launch a paper at this time was her concern 
with the disconnection people are feeling in 
their communities.   “I believe a commu-
nity-centric newspaper has the capacity to 
make a dent in that loss, in helping people 
reconnect,” she says.

“I want to engage with residents, to learn 
what is on their minds and what they are 
concerned about. That will drive the focus of 
our articles, stories and investigations,” she 
adds.

While the paper has only been out for a 
few weeks, Teresa says she is amazed at the 
response from readers.  “I had hoped for a 
positive reaction, but the warmth, the expres-
sions of delight, the thanks we have received 
in person, by phone, email and Facebook tells 
me the time was right for this.“

Teresa encourages her readers to communi-
cate with her about what is going on in
their neighbourhoods. She can be reached at 
teresa@bluffscommunitynews.ca.
 

The Bluffs Voice is a new monthly community paper serving lakefront neighbourhoods.
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Advertising submissions deadline for 
the February issue is January 19, 2018.  
Email Kelsey Dorval at  ccra-advertising@hotmail.
com or visit: ccranews.com/advertising.html.

 

Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

Centennial Community 
Recreation Association CCRA Monthly Meeting Tuesday, January 9,

7:15 pm at Port Union Community Centre
Please feel free to attend and find out what the CCRA is working on for the 
betterment of your community. 416-283-9987

Nuit Blanche Information sessions for 
Nuit Blanche

January 9, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Scarborough Civic 
Centre, Committee Room 2, 150 Borough Dr. 
January 10, 1 to 3 p.m. at Scarborough Civic 
Centre, Committee Room 2, 150 Borough Dr.

information sessions for community participation in the Independent 
Project and Open Call Project programs

Gary Anandasangaree MP 
Scarborough-Rouge Park New Year’s Levee Saturday, January 13  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Cardinal Leger Catholic School
Come celebrate the New Year with your Member of Parliament, friends and 
neighbours. Light refreshments will be served. 416-283-1414

Tracy MacCharles
MPP Pickering-Scarborough 
East

New Year’s Levee and 
Volunteer 
Recognition Event

Sunday, January 14   1:00 – 3:00 pm
University of Toronto Scarborough, UTSC 
Instructional Centre – Atrium, 1095 Military Trail, 

Tracy McCharles invites you and your family to her annual New Year’s Levee.  
Light refreshments will be serves. 905 509-0336

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
258 Line Dancing January 17, 2018 @ 2:30 pm

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 258
Lunch at 1:00 pm, then move your feet and enjoy the beat to great songs, 
old and new.  Basic line dance steps are used to create many great routines.

416-281-2992 
www.rcl258.com

Winterfest Committee Port Union Winterfest Saturday, January 27, 
11 am - 3 pm at Port Union Community Centre

Winterfest features both outdoor and indoor stages with local singers and 
musicians plus an outdoor BBQ with hot dogs, hamburgers and samosas 

416-396-4031  
website: portunionwinterfest.com

Port Union Library 8th Annual Bingo 
Marathon

Saturday, January 27   
Port Union CRC, 5450 Lawrence Avenue East

This multi-generational program celebrates Family Literacy Month and is 
great fun for the whole family!  Bring your friends to play Bingo, win book 
prizes and enjoy some time together at the library. 416-283-1844

West Hill - Highland Creek 
Lions Club Membership Meet & Greet Last Tuesday of the month 

7  pm,  Heron Park CC., 292 Manse Rd. Meeting and drop-in of the Lions Club Membership Chair, 416-282-7202 
www.lionsclub.ca

Port Union Seniors Port Union Seniors Centre Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm, Port Union CRC, 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East Drop-in activities and classes for Seniors 416-396-4034

Cancer Support Group Breast Cancer Support Last Wednesday of the month Support group for women with Breast Cancer Marilyn 416-284-9984

2nd Highland Creek Scouts 2nd Highland Creek 
Scouting Groups

Beavers and Cubs Tuesday;  Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers Thursday.- Charlottetown Jr. PS

Scouts weekly meetings focusing on outdoor activities, special guests,  
community outings & weekend camps. Barbara Broadley 416-724-0416

To submit your community event, email details to:  webmaster@ccranews.com

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR

Christmas trees will be collected on Tuesday, 
January 9 and Tuesday, January 23 this year. 
According to the city’s waste collection calendar, 
if your tree has decorations, tinsel, skirts, stands 

or nails still attached, it will not be collected. The 
city will not collect trees in plastic bags or tree 
bags either. So don’t forget to take everything off 
your tree before putting it out at the curb.

Reminder to residents about Christmas tree pickup
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Scarborough History

By Don Allen, Scarborough Historical 
Society and Archives 

The first use of electricity in Scarbor-
ough began when the Toronto and 
Scarboro Electric Railway laid a rail 
line along Kingston Rd. to Blantyre 
Ave. in 1893. Four years later, tracks 
were extended to the Hunt Club, and 
in 1901, the rails were continued east 
to the Halfway House at Midland 
Ave. The line progressed to Eglinton 
Ave. in 1904.

Under the new direction of the 
Toronto and York Radial Company, 
the line was finally extended out to 
West Hill in 1907. The terminus 
was near the old Richardson House, 
which still stands on the south side 
of Old Kingston road near Melville 
Presbyterian Church.

Within two years, there were 
three tungsten street lamps burning 
in Scarborough on Queen St. 
across from the Victoria Park (now 
the site of the R.C. Harris Water 
Treatment Plant). The total number 
of street lights in Scarborough had 
increased to 21 by 1912. That same 
year the Toronto Electric Light and 
Power Company ran its wires along 
Kingston Rd. east to West Hill.

During 1916, Scarborough 
Township Council entered into an 
agreement with the Hydro-Electric 
Power Commission of Ontario to 
supply them with electricity. The 
electrical use was basically located 
adjacent to the properties along 
Kingston Rd. There were certain 
problems associated with the electri-
cal supply as it seemed that every 
time the radial car went by, the lights 
in the properties close to the tracks 
would dim until the car had passed.

When Scarborough’s electrical 
system was created, there were only 
two employees: George Lecuyer, an 
electrician who did the installations 
and meter reading, and George Green 
who was the first superintendent. The 
company office was in Green’s Haig 
Ave. home and he was responsible for 
all accounts and transactions.

During the fall of 1916, many 
homes in south Scarborough along 
Kingston Rd. now had the opportu-
nity to light their homes with elec-
tricity and more than 70 customers 
had signed contracts. By the summer 
of 1918, hydro lines had been run 
north up Kennedy Rd. and the 
Village of Agincourt was enjoying 
the wonders of electricity. More than 
300 people now subscribed to receive 
hydro and by the end of 1919 that 
number had grown to over 500 as 
people realized the incredible conve-
nience of electrical lighting.

In 1921, a Public Utilities Com-
mission was formed, and in 1928 a 
new office opened at 1666 Kingston 

Rd. By 1932, more than 1,000 street 
lights were along most of the 70 miles 
of hydro lines that now provided 
service for close to 5,000 customers.

The Great Depression brought the 
advancement of hydro in Scarbor-
ough almost to a halt as the township 
was on the verge of bankruptcy. 
The start of the Second World War 
brought a quick end to the Depres-
sion and the resumption of electrical 

growth to Scarborough.
As the “war works” and the huge 

GECO munitions plant needed 
all the electricity they could get, 
the federal government put certain 
restrictions on electrical use, such as 
residential street lighting, lit signs and 
storefront displays.

As Scarborough’s demand for 
hydro grew, a modern Public 
Utilities building was erected at 1750 

Kingston Rd. at Birchmount Ave. 
and opened on October 2, 1953, 
with 150 employees tending to the 
needs of 50,000 customers.

Tremendous growth started in the 
mid-1950s and today people find it 
all but impossible to live without the 
time-saving conveniences that elec-
tricity has allowed.

When electricity came to Scarborough

 In 1928, the Scarborough Public Utilities Commission opened an office at 1666 Kingston Rd. In 1953, a modern building was erected at 1750 Kingston Rd. 
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CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution  

As I write this, there 
is still one week left 
until Christmas. 
The recent snowfall 
has created a winter 
wonderland.  I 
love driving by the 

“Christmas House” on Centennial, 
which was featured in our December 
issue. When you read this, the 
Christmas holidays will be over. I 
want to wish everyone health and 
happiness in the new year.

We have a large team of over 110 
volunteer CCRA Centennial News 
distributors. With a team this size 
there are bound to be changes. This 
month I would like to thank Kyle 
Yin for many years of volunteer 
service as a distributor to the homes 
on Centennial Road. I want to 
welcome two new student volunteers 
to the distribution team.  Megan 
Cheung, a Sir Oliver Mowat student, 
will be delivering to the homes on 
Port Union, south of Lawrence, as 
well as to the homes on Lawrence 
across from Centennial Plaza. Ben 
Tedesco, a St. Brendan’s student, 
will begin delivering to some of the 
homes on Centennial in the new 
year. We are very fortunate to have 
young people who are willing to 
volunteer their time in our neigh-
bourhood. 

If there are any students looking 
for volunteer hours, the Invermarge 
route is available.  If you are inter-
ested, please get in touch with me.  

Thanks to all of you, we are able 
to distribute almost 4,600 copies of 
the CCRA Centennial News to the 
homes and businesses in our great 
community.  

Happy New Year!
Wanda  

  
Wanda Wierzbicki 
distribution@ccranews.com 
phone:  416-282-2951

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2018 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee of $15.  
To join online, go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2018 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki


