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Put on your dancing shoes 
for our spring social in April

To brighten up this dull 
winter, we asked a few 
of our neighbours to 
share their winter travel 
photos and experiences. 
See page 12.

FEATURE

Mowat cheerleaders capture bronze at Worlds

» continued on page 10

It’s over! The PyeongChang 
Olympics ended on February 25 
and Canada was particularly 

successful with a record 29 medals: 
11 gold, 8 silver and 10 bronze. 
We didn’t win the colour we were 
hoping for in women’s and men’s 
hockey but their games were still 
exciting and the teams won silver 
and bronze, respectively. The 
women’s game was particularly 
close as it was tied and went to a 
shoot-out. We are proud of Natalie 
Spooner from Centennial and all 
the players on that team who 
worked so hard.

Canada came up with no medals 
in both the men’s and women’s 
curling, which is usually one of this 
country’s stronger sports, but we did 
win gold in the new mixed doubles 
curling. Our athletes did extremely 
well in the snowboarding and 
freestyle skiing events, short- and 
long-track skating, several sliding 
sports, and especially figure skating. 
Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir stole 
our hearts as they won gold in both 
the team event and their ice dance 
event. Congratulations to all the 
Canadian athletes! It was an exciting 
16 days, but thank goodness it’s 
finished. Staying up that late and 
getting up so early can really throw 
you off when you’re trying to get a 
paper put together.

Mowat cheerleading coaches Jennifer Stewart, 
left, Jodi Klinck, and Brooke Zarudny.  
Photo credit: Jade Gracey 

Save the date!
CCRA’s next executive meeting will 
be on Tues., March 6 at 7:15 p.m. 
at Port Union C.C. Dave Adamson 
will be the guest speaker.

By Eunice Chong

The coaches were in tears before 
the final notes of the routine music 
played inside the ESPN Wide World 
of Sports Complex near Orlando, 
Florida. Cheerleaders from Sir Oliver 
Mowat C.I. brought home bronze 
medals following a flawless perfor-
mance at the 2018 World School 
Cheerleading Championships in 
February.

 “We were just so proud of them. 
We couldn’t be happier that the girls 
earned a bronze medal, but also had 
the experience of a lifetime,” said 
coach Jennifer Stewart.

 The experience was made more 
gratifying by the fact that as recently 
as three months ago, the team wasn’t 
even sure that they would be allowed 
to compete in the U.S. under TDSB 
travel restrictions. 

By Denise Bacon 

Move over Jacksons and 
Osmonds, Port United 
Band is our very own 

family band in the Centennial 
community! PUB, as band members 
affectionately call themselves, is 
very much a family affair with three 
siblings, one cousin and one adopted 
family member. Each band member 
is part of music dynasties with music 
in their genes going back to parents 
and grandparents who played instru-
ments, sang and composed. 

The band will be the star attrac-
tion at CCRA’s spring dinner 
dance on April 7 at West Rouge 
Community Centre. The price is 
$55 per person and you can reserve 
your seats by emailing Heather-
Lemieus@RoyalLePage.com. 

Band members Keith D’Souza 
(guitar and vocals), Maskie 
Fernandes (guitar and vocals), Nigel 
De Souza (bass and vocals), Quintin, 
AKA “Q”, De Souza (drums and 
vocals) and Leona De Souza (vocals) 
are a musical force that simply 
moves people with their music. 
Their love of music is contagious 
and space on dance floors fills up 
quickly as the first notes are struck!

Each of these musicians plays 

multiple instruments. They rehearse 
here in the Centennial community 
approximately once a week while 
managing full-time careers and 
family obligations. Leona is a 
full-time student pursuing her 
Masters degree at U of T.

PUB came together as a band 
by serendipity in 2013. Each was 
invited to a birthday party of a 
mutual friend and was asked to 

bring guitars for a jam session.  

Magic happened that night when 
they realized they sounded so good 
and it felt so good! Within two 
weeks of that night, the band, yet 
unnamed, played their first gig at 43 
Division for a Toronto Police event. 
That year became the formation 
year for Port United Band as they 
played for the 100th anniversary 
of Miller Lash House, Thursday 
Pub Nights at Miller Lash and The 

Port United Band will be the star attraction at CCRA’s spring dinner dance on April 7. Band members 
(from left to right): Leona De Souza, “Q” (Quintin De Souza), Maskie Fernandes, Keith D’Souza and 
Nigel De Souza. Photo credit: Richard Bacon. 

            » continued on page 6
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Getting through
the final month
of winter
By Kathryn Stocks

  It’s March, the month where spring 
shows up in our calendars but not 
in our lives. First up is the CCRA 
meeting on March 6. Come out and 
join us. Details are on the top right-
hand corner of the front page. 

Then on March 8, it’s Inter-
national Women’s Day. Everyone 
should take the time on that day to 
show appreciation for the women 
in their lives. They do a lot and put 
up with a lot, so make sure you say 
thanks. 

March Break is the week of 
the 12th to the 16th. Port Union 
Library is holding two special events 
for the kids. Read about them 
on page 4. If you’re looking for 
something else to do, check out the 
Toronto Free Attractions and Events 
Facebook page. It’s a closed group 
but all you have to do is ask and 
you’ll get in.

March 18 is the last day the 
pandas are at the Toronto Zoo so if 
you’ve been meaning to see them for 
the past five years, this is your final 
opportunity.

March ends with Good Friday 
on the 30th and West Rouge Sports 
and Recreation’s Easter Egg Hunt 
on the 31st. That event, which also 
includes crafts, face painting and 
bunny photos, will be held from 
1 p.m.-3 p.m. at the West Rouge 
Community Centre for children 8 
and under. 
     Have a good month! 

The CCRA supports the Summer Concert Series, the annual Port Union Winterfest, the Passage to Port Union mural as well as its spring dinner dance.  

By Kathy Rowe

For more than 60 years the 
CCRA has been working to 
make our  Centennial neigh-

bourhood a safe and beautiful place 
to live in. I believe we have done this 
successfully and we will continue to 
provide this promise in the future.  
Our membership campaign is just 
two months away and we need your 
support. 

Allow me to briefly outline some 
of the major achievements that the 
CCRA has been instrumental in 
providing for Centennial residents.  
In many cases, the following initia-
tives required the CCRA to partner 
with all three levels of government 
and/or a range of established organi-
zations.  

Planning
•	 ensured the safe demolition of 

a factory on the south corners 
of Lawrence Avenue and Port 
Union Road.

•	 monitored the housing develop-
ment that now surrounds the 
Port Union Village Common.

•	 worked hard to make the dream 
of the waterfront trail a reality. 

•	 the landmark mural “Passage to 
Port Union” was made possible 
by the CCRA’s teamwork. This 
mural captures our area’s rich 
history with beautiful illustrations 

•	 in accordance with the other 
four area associations on behalf 
of the majority of residents, 
the CCRA helped to influence 
the final decision regarding 
the Highland Creek Waste 
Treatment Plant upgrade. In 
2017, the province agreed to 
fund the construction of an 
improved incineration method 
as opposed to the trucking 
of solid waste through the 
community. Another important 
mission accomplished!

Safety and Communications
•	 publish a monthly newspaper 

that is delivered to all residents.
•	 update community stories, news 

and events on the Centennial 
community website.

•	 provide updated crime and 
police reports by liaising with 43 
Division.

•	 report and monitor transporta-
tion, traffic and land develop-
ment. 

Community events
•	 the annual Port Union Win-

terfest, Summer Concert Series 
and Earth Day events are made 
possible with our strong partner-
ship with the City of Toronto 

Parks, Forestry and Recreation 
department.

•	 CCRA annual spring dinner 
dance.

As you can see, the CCRA is integral 
to this community.  Our founding 
member, the late Bill Dempsey, 
summed it up years ago when he 
wrote: 

“The creation of 
something better, rather 
than acceptance of 
something less worthy 
remains the watchword.”
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Financial expert tells us what we’re doing wrong
By Kathy McGrath

Financial expert and author 
Douglas Hoyes debunked 
common financial myths  

when he spoke to residents at the 
Port Union Library on February 6. 
Hoyes is the co-founder of Hoyes 
Michalos, a firm specializing in 
bankruptcies and insolvencies, and 
is the author of Straight Talk on Your 
Money: The Biggest Financial Myths 
and Mistakes…and How to Avoid 
Them. 

Unfortunately, many of us 
make financial decisions based 
on emotions, Hoyes explained. 
Companies like Costco understand 
this and develop business models 
accordingly, he said. By selling 
memberships and giving out cards, 
Costco gives its customers the 
feeling that they have special buying 
power. In reality, he said, people 
tend to overspend on bulk items 
they don’t need because they feel 
they are getting a great deal. Hoyes 
advised the audience to simply buy 
needed items when they are on sale 
at their local grocery store.

He pointed out that Costco 
designs its stores to play on people’s 
emotions as well. Buyers enter the 
store through a small, dark entrance 
that feels like a secret door and then 
get an endorphin rush as they walk 
into the brightly lit warehouse full 
of merchandise. If you’re going to 
shop at Costco, Hoyes recommends 
taking a list and sticking to it.

People also run into financial 
problems when buying large items 
like cars because they think the 
most important consideration is 
their monthly payments. Hoyes 
explained that the most significant 
number is actually the overall price 
of the vehicle. Paying the lowest 
monthly fee may seem like a good 
idea but it means the payment time 
is extended, which increases the 
final cost. 

When shopping for cars, Hoyes 
recommends speaking to the finance 
department at the dealership before 
looking at the vehicles. Understand-
ing the financing options will help 
when deciding which car to choose. 
He cautions that there is no such 
thing as zero percent financing 
because the shortfall is just worked 
into the price of the car. 

Another common financial 
myth, according to Hoyes, is the 
belief that buying a house is always 
a good investment. When people 
have money tied up in pricey 
mortgages (and maintenance 
costs), they can’t invest that money 
elsewhere, he explained.  A good 
investment may yield a higher 
return than the profit made on the 

sale of the house. It‘s important 
to think about whether home 
ownership is beneficial for you in 
the long run, he said.

Finally, a big financial gaffe is to 
blindly trust the advice of experts 
— even those who work at banks. 
While some bank employees are 
very experienced and able to give 
good advice, others may only have 
been on the job for a few weeks and 
may be pressured to sell products 
they don’t fully understand. You 
may need to ask yourself, “Why is 
this bank employee offering me a 
$30,000 line of credit?”

Ultimately, the most important 
thing is how much money you 
have in your bank account, Hoyes 
concluded.  

This free talk, part of Toronto 
Public Library’s personal finance 
program, was supported by VISA.

FinancePort Union Library

Overflow items waiting for the second dumpster 
on Earth Day last year. Photo credit: Jake Forsyth

At his talk at Port Union Library on February 6, financial expert and author Doug Hoyes said many 
of us make financial decisions based on emotions, and companies like Costco take advantage of this 
knowledge.

Children get to feel the beat of Djembe Drumming 

March Break Programs
Hoza! Interactive Djembe 
Drumming, Tues., March 13,  2:00 
- 3:00 p.m. All ages
This is an astounding music 
program of interactive songs and 
rhythms performed on the West 
African Djembe Drums. Children 
get to play a drum and feel the 
beat! The program will be held in 
the gymnasium of the Port Union 
Community Recreation Centre. 
Starting at 1:30 pm on this day, 
come to the library and receive a free 
admission ticket. 

Arts and Crafts - LEGO Fun, 
Wed., March 14,  2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Ages 6-12 

Calling all LEGO fans! Use your 
imagination and creativity to 
construct awesome LEGO struc-
tures. This drop-in arts and crafts 
program is for ages 6-12 years. There 
will be a selection of books available 
to borrow. Parents can participate if 
space permits.

Ongoing Programs
Toddler Time will be offered on 
Wednesdays, from 10:30 - 11:00 
a.m. The weekly program will run 
from March 21 to April 25 and will 
include songs, stories, rhymes and 
finger plays for toddlers from 19 
months to 3 years, with their parent 
or caregiver. Register in person on 
March 21 at 10:00 a.m. There is a 
limit of 15 toddlers.  

Monday Night at the Movies is a 
weekly program for adults and it is 

held from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Come 
to enjoy some great films and meet 
new people. The movies are free and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments. 
           
Knitting and Crocheting Drop-In 
is held on Saturdays from 9:30 - 
11:30 a.m. (except March. 31).       
You can come and start a new and 
fun hobby. Volunteers are available 
to help you learn new skills and 
untangle difficult stitches. A variety 
of pattern books and magazines are 
available to borrow. 

The Sun Life Financial Museum 
and Arts Pass (MAP) is available 
year-round. Your family can explore 
some of Toronto’s cultural and arts 
treasures for free. Passes are available 
to adult library card holders 
beginning on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. 
At the Port Union Library, MAP 

Passes that are distributed are: the 
Art Gallery of Ontario, the Toronto 
History Museums and the Textile 
Museum of Canada.

For more program information, 
consult our “What’s On” publica-
tion, visit the Library website at 
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca or phone 
Answerline at 416-393-7131. 

Submitted by Seema Datta, Senior 
Library Assistant, Port Union Library

Scouts will hold
their second
recycling event 
By Kevin Beleskey 

The 2nd Highland Creek scouting 
group will be running a community 
recycling event at the Port Union 
Community Recreation Centre on 
Earth Day. This is the second year for 
our event and since last year was such 
a great success, we want to build on 
that momentum.  

We will be holding the event 
on April 21 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
We will be accepting e-waste, scrap 
metal, batteries, clothing, pop cans, 
and returnable beer and alcohol 
containers. We will also take your 
broken or unwanted electronics, 
including TVs, VCRs, computers, 
monitors, printers, fax machines, 
stereos, wire, Christmas lights, 
appliances, car and disposable 
batteries, used clothing (clean), 
ties, luggage, shoes, fabric, yarn, 
bedding, blankets, linens, draperies, 
belts and purses.  

As you can see from this exhaus-
tive list, we have partnered with 
multiple organizations to be able to 
accept your donation at our event.  
This will enable your local scouting 
group to provide a fully enriched 
scouting experience for our youth.
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UTSC                                                   

Where in  
Centennial?

Photo quiz    

Pictured above is this month’s 
mystery location in our 
Centennial landmark quiz. 
It is located somewhere in 
the neighbourhood. Enjoy  
testing your knowledge of the 
community. To find out if you 
were right, the answer is on 
page 8. 

Recreation

By Kathryn Stocks

Even though curling at Scarboro 
Golf and Country Club will official-
ly come to an end in April, Mayor 
John Tory showed up to hand out a 
plaque and congratulate the curling 
club on the 60th anniversary of 
its Heritage Mixed Bonspiel on 
February 17. 

“I knew it was your 60th anni-
versary and I wanted to come and 
just say that I think these kinds of 
places are important to building a 
strong community; people having fun 
and staying fit are all things that are 
important,” he said before compe-
tently delivering a rock down the ice 
to applause from the curlers. 

In regard to the impending closing 
and demolition of the rink, Tory said, 
“I wish you all very well. I gave my 
contact information to some of the 
people upstairs just to say we can help. 
Where there’s a will, there’s a way.” 

Scarboro curlers hope he means it.
Back in early October, the golf 

club’s board of directors announced 
that this would be the final season of 
curling because Metrolinx plans to 
build an underpass for the GO tracks 

under Scarborough Golf Club Road. 
This would require a small sliver of 
land from the club and its driveway 
would have to be moved. 

Due to the expropriation and 
interruption the construction will 
cause, the club will be getting several 
million dollars in compensation. 
The board has decided to use the 
money to revamp the club and 
demolish the curling facility so that 
the new entrance can be built where 
the curling rink now stands. Other 
options were available that could have 
preserved the curling rink. 

The board’s decision generated a 
lot of controversy, especially due to the 
way it was announced. Despite two 
years of negotiations with Metrolinx, 
the decision to close curling was 
made using a bylaw that allows the 
board to make “emergency” decisions 
without consulting the membership. 
The curlers and a small group of 
golfers who also curled challenged the 

decision and forced the board to hold 
a special meeting of all shareholders to 
vote on the proposal to tear down the 
rink. 

One of the curlers put together 
an analysis of the financial contribu-
tions of the curlers that challenged 
the board’s contention that curling 
no longer made strategic sense for the 
club. Unfortunately, the club is set up 
so that only golfers are shareholders 
and only they can vote. The board 
solicited sufficient proxies from many 
of the golfers and the vote at the 
special meeting on Feb. 13 upheld the 
board’s decision. 

The curlers are now coming to 
terms with the final death knell of 
their beautiful rink, one of the nicest 
in the city and one of only two in 
Scarborough. Tam Heather will soon 
be the only one still standing. 

Scarboro curlers are wondering 
what they’ll do next year. Many would 
like to move en masse to another rink, 
but which one could take almost 300 
curlers? The Scarboro curling family 
will no doubt be split between clubs 
and some people will stop curling alto-
gether. It’s really a shame for the club 
to kick curling out when it’s such a 
great activity and a social get-together 
almost every night. 

Curlers at Scarboro are determined 
to enjoy these last few weeks at their 
club and celebrate their 60th anniver-
sary the way it should be celebrated 
- with camaraderie, fun, food, drink 
and lots of curling. 

 UTSC students share perspectives on life in Scarborough
By Jennifer McKelvie 

Students, faculty and community 
activists gathered at the University 
of Toronto Scarborough Campus 
(UTSC) on February 1 to launch the 
Scarborough Studies Symposium. 
The symposium was crafted to 
highlight the vibrant work being 
conducted in the humanities with a 
focus on Scarborough at UTSC. This 
unique event was championed by 
two UTSC alumni, Niyosha Keyzad, 
a course instructor in the Depart-
ment of English, and Felix Chu. 
The event “recognized that the social 
sciences have paved the way towards 
a holistic understanding of Scarbor-
ough (through) local history, fine 
arts, food cultures and literature.” 

Mitzie Hunter, a proud UTSC 
alumni and MPP for Scarborough-
Guildwood, kicked off the event 
by sharing her experiences growing 
up in Scarborough. She said the 
“rich diversity in Scarborough isn’t 
a social experiment. It is the way we 
live.” She emphasized that “people 
from Scarborough deserve a place 
at the bigger table.” Her remarks 
were followed by a series of four-
minute lightning talks by students 
who spoke of their experiences in 
Scarborough from their wide range 
of academic backgrounds.  Students 
spoke of the lack of arts and transit 
infrastructure in Scarborough and 
how it affects their daily lives. They 
also did an extraordinary job of 
capturing the beauty of its landscape, 
the creativity of its people, and their 
pride of belonging to Scarborough. 

The lightning talks were followed 
by a panel of faculty and academic 
staff who gave their perspectives 
on Scarborough and the merits of 
a dedicated course to Scarborough 
studies. All the panelists saw consid-
erable merit in Scarborough studies. 
Guest panelist Lily Cho, an English 
professor at York University, noted 
that “Scarborough studies can look 
at what happens between the urban/
rural divide” as the distinction 
between the two is not binary. She 
went on to say that with an “over-
whelming focus on cities, what gets 
lost is the spaces outside the core.” I 
know this is a sentiment that echoes 
across Scarborough; we continually 
feel that as a suburb, we are left out 
of the conversation. 

A couple of weeks after the 
symposium, I gave a guest lecture at 
UTSC in a course I took 18 years 
ago. Inspired by the Scarborough 

Symposium, I spoke about 
the importance of community 
engagement and about my 
volunteer work with the Scar-
borough Community Renewal 
Organization, a non-profit 
organization of passionate vol-
unteers committed to creating 
and realizing bold visions to 
renew Scarborough. I started 
off the lecture with an exercise 
asking students “What do 
you love about Scarborough?” 
followed by “How do you feel 
others see Scarborough?” I’ve 
included the word map of 
their responses here. We’ve all 
heard misconceptions about 
Scarborough from outsiders. It’s clear 
UTSC students appreciate what 
Scarborough has to offer. Hopefully 
they’ll find a way to share their 
message broadly. 

Mayor visits doomed curling club on its 60th anniversary

CCRA Spring Social  
continued from page 1 

Mayor John Tory presents a plaque to Judi and 
Hugh McDonald at  Scarboro’s Heritage Bonspiel 
on February 17. Jennifer McKelvie started off her lecture by 

asking students “What do you love about 
Scarborough?”and “How do you feel others see 
Scarborough?” Here are the word maps of their 
responses.

Firkin on Yonge where they passed 
their big test by playing for a U of T 
Engineering fundraising event.

Later in later 2013, the band 
took on the name Port United Band, 
connecting with the Port Union 
community and a favourite football 
team.

Locals can catch PUB at the 
Stone Cottage Inn every month and 
they are also a favourite for private 
parties and weddings.

Playing at West Rouge C.C. for 
the CCRA spring social is especially 
sweet for Port United since this is 
where Nigel and his wife, Nadia, 
had their wedding reception three 
years ago. 

Listen to PUB’s catchy original 
song “Run Boy Run” at portunited-
band.com.
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Where in  
Centennial?  
answer from page 7

Photo quiz    

Fire station 215 near 
Lawrence Ave. and  
Centennial Rd.

By Kathy Rowe

The West Rouge Residents Facebook 
page is a valuable community resource 
for this area with posts that cover 
everything from neighbourhood busi-
nesses and missing pets to daycare 
recommendations, custom furniture 
requests and everything in between. 
We sent some questions about it to 
Linda Barlow, the page’s administrator. 
Here are her responses:

Q: When and why did you start the 
West Rouge Residents Facebook 
page? 

A: I started the page in 2014 when I 
moved to Centennial East. I had two 
small children and was looking for 
daycare recommendations. When I 
was unable to find a group or site in 
the area that allowed me to ask for 
referrals, I decided to start one and see 
what happened. I figured since I knew 
about a dozen people already living 
in the area I could start a group and 
invite them to extend the invite. In the 
last four years the page has grown to 
over 2,000 people! 
 

Q: What had you hoped for with 
this page? Has it lived up to your 
expectations?

A: My hope for this page was simple 
- a place where residents in the area 
could connect as a community to 
share information and recommenda-
tions, to help support local businesses, 
community events and each other. 
They say it takes a village and it truly 
does. I am thrilled with what the 
group has become. I have met a lot 
of great people, been able to support 
many local businesses and watched 
our community pull together and 
support each other through a lot of 
different situations.

Q: What kind of posts do you prefer 
to see?

A: The page is meant to be a source 
of communication and informa-
tion. Posts for referrals, information 
or community are great. People are 
discouraged from posts that could be 
seen as personal (like a status update) 
as they aren’t relevant to everyone. 
Local businesses are also able to post 
once a month. 
 

Q: Have you ever had to remove 
posts?

A: Unfortunately, not everyone uses 
social media in a suitable way and 
there have been posts that are either 
not relevant or not appropriate and 
they need to be removed. 

Q: Many people in Centennial 
don’t realize that this page is open 
to them.  How can we change this 
misconception?

A: Of course it is! I’m a Centennial 
resident and we welcome anyone 

living in the area of Centennial, Port 
Union and West Rouge to join. Our 
boundaries are mapped out on the 
page.  

Q: Do you also manage the West 
Rouge Buy and Sell FB page? 

A: I do. Although I didn’t start the 
page. The person who did passed it 
along to me to admin about a year 
ago.  
 
Q: Is that an easier page to manage ? 
Or harder? 

A: The Buy and Sell is an easier 
page to manage as the page is clearly 
defined for buying and selling. Rules 
are listed and for the most part people 
are really good at following them. 

Q: How many members for that 
page?

A: There are 1,300 members in the 
Buy and Sell.  It’s a hidden group (due 
to the sheer number of spam requests) 
so you have to be added by a current 
member or reach out to be added. 

The CCRA has a group of exceptional 
volunteers on the executive who work 
hard behind the scenes on your behalf. 
Over the coming months, we’ll be 
introducing them to you.  
 
By Kathy McGrath

Wanda Wierzbicki is responsible 
for making sure 4,600 copies of the 
CCRA newspaper are delivered to 
each home in our community 10 
months a year.   Fortunately, she 
knows the Centennial neighbour-
hood like the back of her hand, 
having lived here with her husband 
Rob Elbertsen for the past 29 years.

As the distribution manager on 
the CCRA executive team, Wanda 
has also learned the street names 
from personally making deliver-
ies on routes that are missing 
volunteers. Fortunately, she loves 
walking!

She first began helping 
with delivery routes 
about 10 years ago, after 
meeting former distri-
bution manager Ralph 
Jeffers at the Joseph Howe 
parent council meetings. 
In October 2016, after 
retiring from a 30-year 
career at Scotiabank, she 
took over the portfolio 
from him. 

“Ralph did the job 
primarily using the 
telephone,” explains 
Wanda.  “I’m more of 
an email type, so I have 
expanded our computer 
database to include all 
the pertinent information 
about each route — names, 
addresses, number of 
copies — at a glance.”

According to CCRA president 
Kathy Rowe, it’s more than just 
great organizational skills that make 
Wanda such a wonderful distribu-
tion chair. “Wanda has a lovely 
personal touch with our volunteers,” 
says Kathy.  “Her monthly emails let 
the distributors and carriers know 
that their time and efforts are always 
appreciated.  She’s a real class act.” 

Wanda, who has three children 
ranging in age from 22 to 29, says 
it’s interesting to see which of the 
newspaper articles resonate with 
readers.  Fortunately, she always 
has some overages and can hand 
out extra copies to those who want 
them. 

While she says it can be chal-
lenging at times to find people to 
fill delivery routes, especially when 
regular carriers are on vacation, 
Wanda says the volunteer position 
gives her the opportunity to get out 
and meet new people and also gives 
her a sense of accomplishment.  She 
encourages others to get involved in 
their communities. “You’ll enjoy it 
because it comes back to you 100 
times,” she affirms.

Wanda manages this paper’s distribution team

Wanda Weirzbicki is the distribution manager of the CCRA  
Centennial News and she makes sure 4,600 papers get 
delivered each month.  Photo credit: Kathy McGrath.

CCRA Executive

Call for stories 

The CCRA Centennial News is a 

publication for stories from your 

community. If you have a story 

you’d like to share or know someone 

with an interesting hobby or back-

ground, please contact us at  

news4ccra@gmail.com.

Social Media

West Rouge Facebook page open to Centennial residents
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When training commenced 
in the fall, the coaches tried to 
temper expectations of winning a 
medal over the more experienced 
Americans. Coach Jodi Klinck said, 
“we knew we would have some 
tough competition at Worlds as we 
were in the largest division [Super 
Varsity Non-Tumbling] and we were 
going up against several U.S. teams,” 
that have the advantage of training 
on non-spring floors year-round. 
In Canada, all cheerleading compe-
titions take place on spring floors, 
which make tumbling easier. The 
squad had to adapt its Worlds 

routine to familiarize itself with and 
account for the “dead” floors.

 The team, which also trains 
under community coach Brooke 
Zarudny, arrived at the Walt Disney 
World Resort on February 8. It was 
a whirlwind of a weekend in which 
they practised at the centre gym, 
performed a routine for feedback 
from a panel of judges, and observed 

the heady environment of the U.S. 
Nationals in Cheerleading (UCA), 
of which Worlds is a part. In 
between, they enjoyed their  accom-
modations at the Disney All-Star 
Music Resort and theme park passes, 
courtesy of their Partial Paid bid to 
the competition.

Competition day, three days later, 
brought out palpable nerves. The 
atmosphere in the warm-up area was 
intense, befitting one of the premier 
competitions in high school cheer-
leading. Each team had 10 minutes 
on the practice floor to run through 
their routine; all other warm-up had 
to be done in the hall while waiting 
to be marshalled.

“It’s so nerve-wracking waiting to 
get out on the floor and compete,” 
said team member Mackenzie 
Sparks. “Four months of training 
ultimately comes down to the two 
minutes and 30 seconds you have on 
the floor.”

Mowat was flawless. On the 
biggest stage of their lives, the cheer-
leaders hit a perfect routine. Every-
thing was spot-on, from the stunts 
to the pyramid to the dance section. 
With no falls or bobbles on the day, 
they delivered a zero-deduction per-
formance, a notable feat considering 
the strictness of the judging panel 
at Worlds. They even got the crowd 

engaged to the point of chanting 
along with the team.

“When we came off the floor, 
everyone was overwhelmed with 
emotions. Before even knowing our 
score, we knew that our run was 
exactly what we had been training 
for and all of a sudden, all these 
months of work were worth it,” said 
Mackenzie.

Ms. Klinck said, “Our goal was 
simply to perform the routine to 
the best of their ability. When they 
announced that we had won bronze 
everyone cheered and cried. It was 
more than we had dreamed of.”

Out of the nine teams in the 
division, Mowat finished in third 
place, behind winners Hanford High 
School and Mount Si High School, 
both from the States.

Senior Jade Gracey received the 
trophy at the behest of the coaches. 
“When I joined the team as a 
freshman, I never dreamed that a 
high school team would ever take 
me to an international competition 
of this calibre,” she said.

 They celebrated at Disney World 
before flying home on Tuesday. 
Their work this season is far from 
over – the next step is qualifying for 
next year’s World Championships at 
Nationals in April.

Mowat History

Lawrence bridge was built to ease congestion on Kingston Road
By Don Allen

As early as 1965, the township realized 
a need to bridge Lawrence Avenue 
over the Highland Creek valley 
from Beechgrove Drive to Colonel 
Danforth Trail.  This was one of the 
last gaps in the 19-kilometre road.  

Although a road allowance 
existed since the earliest survey of 
the area, the low population along 
what would become the Lawrence 
Avenue extension and the cost of 
the bridge delayed construction for 
many years.

In 1968, three designs were 
studied and, as a result, a new 
90-foot-tall $3-million bridge 
designed by M. M. Dillon Ltd. 
was decided upon. The main reason 
for building at the time was to ease 
traffic congestion along Kingston 
Road. 

During June 1969, the first 
contract to move 120,000 cubic 
yards of earth on the east side of 
the valley was awarded to Dagmar 
Construction. Budget restraints 
did not allow for any work to be 
completed during 1970. In the 
summer of 1971, Miller Paving was 
given a contract to move another 
360,000 cubic yards of earth on the 
west bank, realign 1,500 feet of the 
creek, clear the site and prepare the 
embankment approaches. At this 
time more than $1 million had been 
spent.  (Another 155,000 cubic 
yards of fill was placed on the east 
side of the valley once the creek was 
relocated.)

The Armstrong Brothers Co. was 
awarded the contract for building 
the actual bridge, which was con-
structed using 1,500 tons of box 
beams made of “weathering steel”. 
Care was taken to keep the valley 
lands clean and the steel used would 
oxidize to a brown colour to be less 
obtrusive. About 5,700 cubic yards 
of concrete were used in the pylons, 
deck and abutments.

The concrete footings had to be 
sunk down 40 feet to bedrock to 
support the 83-foot-long bridge. 
Lawrence Avenue was widened to 
four lanes from the new bridge east 
to Centennial Road. The total cost 
for the bridge, groundwork, sewer 
lines and creek realignment came 
in at $4.5-million.  This bridge was 
built to endure a 50-year lifespan.

 Each year, the provincial govern-
ment would grant a road subsidy 
that matched dollar-for-dollar the 
amount spent by local governments. 
Scarborough was anticipating a 
$1.6-million grant from the pro-
vincial government for this bridge 
but, because the province held up 
approval of the funds, the money 
had to be taken from the local works 

maintenance budget to avoid costly 
delays until the provincial funds 
came through. As Controller Brian 
Harrison said at the time: “Once 

the bridge is completed, we can turn 
it over to Metro Toronto who will 
assume liability and upkeep on it.”

The bridge was officially opened 

on Dec. 1, 1972, ahead of schedule, 
by Mayor Bob White and Metro 
Chairman Ab Campbell.

Aerial map showing pre-construction bridge route joining Lawrence Avenue east and west over the Highland Creek valley.  How it looks today.

Mowat cheerleaders continued from page 1   

The Mowat cheerleading team was delighted to win bronze medals in February at the World School 
Cheerleading Championships in Florida. Above: Team members Rebecca Kattsir and Mackenzie Sparks.



12 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS - MARCH 2018 Vol 03, No. 03 www.ccranews.ca   Voice of the Community since 1949 13

A vacation is rejuvenating
but be sure to plan your trip

Winter getaways

India

Kathleen and Doug went to India in January 
with a group of friends. “We had an Indian 
guide with us the whole time, which was 
most helpful as he could help us with money, 
tipping, food and traditional customs. We 
would recommend going with a tour group 
and to try to fly direct to your destination. Lots 
of walking, steps, noise and constant activity. 
A very busy two weeks,” Kathleen said. 

In this photo they are taking an elephant 
ride up a steep road to the Amber Fort in 
Jaipur. The view from the fort is spectacular. 
The elephants walk daily up to the fort and 
down again. The elephant village where they 
are raised is like a small, self-sufficient city with 
schools, hospitals and training facilities for the 
elephant drivers. Boys begin their training as 
drivers at age 10. 

Cuba

Nick and Joan thoroughly enjoyed the 
farewell dinner on their recent trip to 
Southeast Asia. They spent six days on land 
in Vietnam and then took a Mekong Delta 
river cruise from Vietnam to Cambodia. The 
dinner and show on the last night was held 

outside at a 10th century temple near Siem 
Reap, Cambodia, and the 45 guests from their 
cruise ship were the only people in atten-
dance. “The evening was wonderful and quite 
unforgettable,” Joan said. 

Nevada

Cambodia

By Jey Dharmaraj 

Travel has enriched my life, refreshed my spirit, and has built apprecia-
tion for other cultures coupled with a sense of gratitude for this amazing 
country.

I love our seasons and have stayed away from complaining about 
the weather - at least until this winter’s deep freeze. The long stretch 
of frigid weather was the last straw. I checked out some deals and 
coordinated some time off and was able to take off with my wife 
and daughter to Panama for a short but rejuvenating five days. Our 
griping dissolved, swimming in the sea was warm and we ended up 
being spoiled by the hospitality and service of the locals. With March 
break coming, it might help your whole being in more ways than one 
by taking some time off. 

The choices are many: “staycation”, national, down south or across 
the pond and beyond. Whenever you leave the country, however,  it 
is important to plan your trip.  The government of Canada has a 
website that discusses the essential knowledge needed for travel such 
as: safety and security, entry and exit requirements, health, laws, 
culture, natural disasters and climate. It is a handy tool that allows 
you to search by any country in the world:  
https://travel.gc.ca/travelling/advisories.  

Key points of travel preparation: 
1. Make sure your passport and visa are up to date  Most countries 

require that your passport be valid for six months after your return 
date. Allow up to six weeks for the passport application to be 
processed. If you need it faster than that, use the expedited service 
for an extra fee. Make a photocopy of the information page of your 
passport and the visa page(s) for your destination(s). Pack them sepa-
rately from your passport.

2. Driving  If you plan to drive at your destination, find out whether an 
International Driver’s Licence is required or if your Canadian licence 
will suffice.

3. Vaccinations and prescriptions  Go to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention website to find health information and vac-
cination requirements for certain destinations. Bring photocopies of 
your prescriptions, packed separately from your medicine, and note 
the generic drug name. Always pack your medicine in its prescription 
bottles in your carry-on bag. If you need to use syringes, get a letter 
from your doctor and declare the syringes before you go through 
security. Pack more than enough medicine for your trip.

4. Stock your wallet  Choose one or two credit cards to take with you, 
and call the issuers shortly before you leave to inform them which 
countries you will be visiting. Travellers’ cheques are no longer uni-
versally accepted. Instead, use your bank card to withdraw money 
from ATMs, which can be found in even the most remote destina-
tions. Write down your credit card numbers, but don’t keep the list 
in your wallet, and know how to contact the company from abroad. 
Toll-free numbers do not work outside the U.S., but credit card 
companies will accept collect calls at a designated number.

5. Buy travel insurance  Your health insurance might not cover you 
while you’re abroad. Depending on where you’re going, consider 
buying medical evacuation and emergency medical insurance. Also, 
trip interruption and cancellation insurance can provide valuable 
protection.

6. Pack appropriately  Other than the necessary electronics, don’t 
bring valuables with you. If you do bring valuables, travel with them 
in your carry-on and keep them locked in the hotel safe. If you wear 
prescription glasses, pack an extra pair. Put your name, address and 
phone number both inside and outside your luggage. Try to travel 
light. 

Last but not least, shop around for your best travel deals. When buying 
online, check the fine print and policy for changes and amendments.  Do 
not believe everything you see on a website; do your own research. 
Bon voyage and happy travels!

India

Denise and Richard travelled to Cuba in February. 
This photo shows what is left of a beautiful 
beach at Iberostar Playa Blanca on Cayo Largo. 
“The winds, which have changed direction over 
the last few years, have changed the currents,” 
Denise said. “So, a once beautiful, 30-metre-
wide white sand beach has been swallowed up 
by the sea. This is a reminder of the power of 
nature!” Cayo Largo has other beautiful beaches 
where guests enjoy one of the the biggest draws 
to the country – powdery white sand and clear 
aqua waters.

Australia

Andrew and Susan took a “bucket list” trip 
to India and Nepal where they went on a 
Best of North India tour that included the 
cities of New Delhi, Jaisalmer, Udaipur, 
Jaipur and Agra where they visited the 
much photographed Taj Mahal. Visiting this 
beautiful monument to the wife of Emperor 
Shah Jahan, which took 17 years to build, 
was certainly the highlight of the trip, 
Andrew and Susan said. “But India is more 
than this architectural masterpiece; it is a 
diversity of colours, sounds, smells, customs 

and delicious food, forts and temples. We 
rode on an elephant in Jaipur, on a camel 
through the sand dunes of the Thar desert 
near Jaisalmer and we sat in a boat on the 
river Ganges watching a prayer ceremony. 
We gained an insight into the lives and 
culture of this part of India. We were glad 
we had a driver to navigate through the 
crowded streets where camels, bikes, cars, 
overloaded trucks, auto rickshaws and cows 
all share the road!”

In November, Nikolas, Rania, Constantina and 
Rob took a month-long trip to Australia. “We 
visited family we met for the very first time 
and attended a wedding,” Rania said. Among 
the many things they did, the family visited 
Sydney’s Featherdale Zoo, the Opera House 
and Harbour Bridge, as well as the famous 
Bathing Houses in Melbourne. 
       In this photo they’re at the fabulous Bondi 
Beach, which is located in a suburb of Sydney. 
It’s extremely popular with Australians and 
tourists so it’s often quite crowded. Rob and 
Nikolas enjoyed surfing here.  “My husband 
has always dreamed of surfing in Australia,” 
Rania said, “and so they both took lessons 
and rode the waves on a surfboard.”

Ontario

France
On a side trip from Paris, father and son 
Don and Jeff visited the Normandy coast. 
The highlight was a stop at Juno Beach 
where their late father/grandfather landed 
so many years before with his regiment 
on D-Day. They arrived at the Caen transit 
centre and boarded a local bus which they 
discovered doubled as a school bus —
loading and dropping students off along 
the village route.  Once on the beach, Don 
and Jeff seemed to be the only visitors 
there on a chilly February day; as the 
waves rolled in they felt a real generational 
family connection through time. Shortly 
thereafter a young man appeared on the 
beach: a coincidental Canadian (expat) and 
Singapore airlines pilot on layover, who 
offered to record their special visit to Juno .  

Graham and a group of his Ultimate Frisbee 
friends headed to Las Vegas in January for the 
Sin City Ultimate Frisbee Tournament. Before 
the tournament started, six of them went to the 
Valley of Fire, which is an hour northeast of Vegas, 
to do some hiking and enjoy the spectacular 
landscape. “I loved visiting the Valley of Fire,” 
Graham said, “because not only was it absolutely 

beautiful, but there were short 15-minute hikes 
where you could go around and climb on all the 
rocks. They were low-incline, too, so you could 
climb them in your everyday shoes.“ The group 
also got to explore the Vegas strip, see Celine 
Dion”s show, and enjoy the sports tournament 
with a bunch of friends. “It was simply the best,” 
Graham said. “I would definitely go again!” 

Siblings Carolyn, Mark and Krystina, left, and 
Anne and her son Clark all enjoyed a “staycation” 
at Brimacombe Ski Resort this winter. Carolyn, 
Mark and Krystina like Brimacombe, which is 
located off Highway 115, because it has higher 

hills, better conditions and shorter line-ups 
than other ski resorts in the area. Anne prefers it 
because it’s only about a 40-minute drive from 
east Scarborough and she and her son can get a 
few runs in before bedtime.

We asked some of our neighbours to share their winter 
travel destinations with us and they complied with  
interesting stories and beautiful photos. 

Panama
Jey took a trip to Panama with his wife and 
daughter this winter. “Since we all love nature, 
we took a day trip into a part of the rain forest 
that proved spectacular for the senses,” he said. 
“The flora and fauna took our breath away.”
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Budget for 2018 includes hop-on, hop-off TTC transfers
Toronto City 
Council has 
approved a 
2018 tax-sup-
ported operat-
ing budget 
of $11.12 
billion and a 

10-year capital 
budget and plan of $25.98 billion. 
The 2018 budgets ensure that the 
city maintains or improves all service 
levels and makes unprecedented 
investments in social infrastructure 
and housing while keeping property 
taxes affordable. 

The budget provides new funding 
for transit, including hop-on, 
hop-off transfers on the TTC 
and funding for the Transit Fare 
Equity program so that low-income 
residents will be able to use public 
transit. This budget also provides 
funding for increased shelter beds 
and social housing repairs to prevent 
the permanent closure of Toronto 
Community Housing units.

Overall, the 2018 budget tax 
increase after assessment growth is 
1.47 per cent, with a 2.1 per cent 
increase for residential properties, a 
1.05 per cent increase for commer-
cial properties and a 0.70 per cent 
for industrial properties in support 
of council’s tax policy to enhance the 
city’s business climate. 

Residents will pay an additional 
0.5 per cent for the City Building 
Fund, which supports important 
infrastructure projects such as 
transit. With the city’s overall 
strategy to enhance Toronto’s 
business climate and reassessment 
impact, there will be an additional 
increase of 0.31 per cent for resi-
dential properties, bringing the total 
municipal tax increase to 2.91 per 
cent. The average house assessed at 
$624,418 will attract an additional 
$82 in municipal property taxes for 
a total of $2,907 for 2018. 

The 2018 Operating Budget 
maintains all current programs 
and services and provides funding 
for new and enhanced services, 
including:
•	 Implementation of congestion-

fighting measures such as traffic 
enforcement officers.

•	 Funding to relieve overcrowding 
on TTC bus routes.

•	 Improving access to recreation 
programs by increasing the 
number of recreation spaces by 
10,000 and accelerating an addi-
tional 10,000 spaces.

•	 The addition 1,515 childcare 
subsidies, support for the new 
Child and Family Centres 
Program and other expansion 
programs. 

•	 Accelerating implementation of 

the prioritized Toronto Climate 
Change Action Plan  
strategies.

•	 In response to increased shelter 
demand, funding for 700 winter 
respite shelter beds; 35 additional 
positions to provide operational 
support and oversight for the 
expansion of the shelter system; 
and the operation of three new 
permanent shelter sites. 

•	 Implementing TTC’s recom-
mended two-hour time-based 
transfer policy on Presto.

•	 More information about the 
city’s budget is available at www.
toronto.ca/budget.  

Spring tree plantings 

This year, as part of the city’s goal 
to achieve a 40 per cent tree canopy 
and in an effort to replace the ash 
trees lost to the emerald ash borer, 
Urban Forestry is planning to 
implement several naturalization 
plantings within Charlottetown 
Park. This will include the planting 
of approximately 1,000 native 
tree and shrub species this spring. 
Details and a copy of the planting 
plan can be viewed on my website 
at: jimhart.ca

Upcoming dates 

This year we will be holding the 
annual Community Clean-Up Day 
and our Ward 44 Environment Day 
on Saturday, April 21. 

Further details will be posted at 
jimhart.ca

I can be reached 416-392-1373 
or councillor_hart@toronto.ca.

UTSC plan looks at relocating Military Trail northward
By Rob Elbertsen

For the past several years, University 
of Toronto Scarborough Campus 
(UTSC) has been developing its 
Master Plan. Since the opening of 
the first campus buildings in 1966, 
student enrolment, programming 
and physical size have signifi-
cantly increased. A Master Plan was 
conceived to plan for long-term 
campus expansion and growth. 

UTSC recently filed an Official 
Plan Amendment for a draft 
Secondary Plan, which is built upon 
the foundation of the Master Plan, 
and is intended to link the future 
vision contained in the Master Plan 
with official municipal policies. 

A public open house and 
community consultation meeting 
was held on January 25 for residents 
to learn more about the university’s 
Secondary Plan, and to ask questions 
and provide comments. The open 
house segment allowed for the 
viewing of information panels that 
provided an overview of the draft 
plan. 

Staff from Metrolinx and City 
of Toronto were also on hand with 
information pertaining to the 
Eglinton East LRT and the Durham 
Scarborough Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT). The future vision is that the 
UTSC campus will be serviced by 
BRT transit links to the Durham 
Region, and that the Eglinton East 
LRT will extend into the campus. 

The presentation portion of the 
meeting was facilitated by a senior 
member of Toronto City Planning. 
Representatives from Toronto City 
Planning and consultants from 
Urban Strategies Inc. presented an 
overview of the Secondary Plan. 
They briefly summarized the various 
policies, initiatives and issues to be 

addressed. Here are some of the items 
highlighted in the presentations: 

•	 pedestrian/bicycle routes very 
prominent

•	 relocating Military Trail 
northward to create a pedestrian-
friendly north campus inner core

•	 parking demand to be reduced 
(transit integration)

•	 a central, multi-purpose public 
transportation hub located at 
Ellesmere Rd. and the new 
Military Trail

•	 integrity of cultural heritage
•	 major open spaces

•	 UTSC as a “community”
•	 a need identified by city for 

UTSC to define a student 
housing plan

•	 UTSC becoming the “centre of 
East Scarborough”

•	 commercial partnerships with the 
local community

•	 hotel-conference centre located 
close to the Toronto Pan Am 
Sports Centre  

Following the presentations, there 
was an opportunity to ask questions 
and provide comments to city and 
UTSC representatives. Afterwards,  

staff from UTSC, City Planning, 
Metrolinx and Urban Strategies 
Inc. were available to informally 
discuss and answer further questions 
from residents regarding the UTSC 
Secondary Plan, Eglinton East LRT 
expansion plans and the Durham 
Scarborough BRT. 

Anyone wishing to ask questions 
or present comments/concerns 
regarding the UTSC Secondary Plan 
can do so via the following link: 
http://www.utsc.utoronto.ca/aboutus/
secondary-plan-consultations 

Student Residence Proposal
Related to the Master and Secondary 
plans, UTSC has submitted a 
rezoning application for a proposed 
student residence at 3300 Ellesmere 
Rd. (just east of Military Trail). The 
proposal calls for two buildings (10- 
and 8-story heights) accommodat-
ing 750 beds. It will be operated by 
UTSC. The proposal also includes 
retail fronting onto Ellesmere Rd., 
as well as dining hall and event space 
fronting onto the newly rerouted 
Military Trail. 

A preliminary planning report 
has been submitted to Scarborough 
Community Council and a public 
consultation meeting will follow. 
Details can be found at the following 
city link: https://www.toronto.ca/
legdocs/mmis/2018/sc/bgrd/background-
file-110070.pdf 

Future updates will be posted on 
Councillor Jim Hart’s website (http://
jimhart.ca/PLANNING.php). 

Jim Hart, Councillor Ward 44

Councillor Ward 44 reportPlanning

UTSC’s draft plan:  1. pedestrian/bicycle routes, 2. relocating Military Trail northward to create a pedestrian-friendly north campus inner core,  3. integra-
tion of traffic enhancements, 4. central, multi-purpose public transportation hub located at Ellesmere Rd. and the new Military Trail, 5. major open spaces,   
6. hotel-conference centre located close to the Toronto Pan Am Sports Centre.

Councillor Jim Hart was out meeting people at various community events last month. 
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Political report Political report

Member of Provincial Parliament
I hope that you had a safe and happy 
Family Day weekend in February. I 
am looking forward to being back 
in the Legislature and continuing to 
work hard for you, your family and 
our community.

In this update, I explain what our 
government is doing to combat the 
damaging effects of greenhouse gases 
(GHG) on our environment and 
address climate change.

Families and businesses are 
already feeling the impact of climate 
change right here in Ontario. 
Extreme weather such as flooding 
causes damage to property and infra-
structure, which increases the cost of 
our food, threatens outdoor activi-
ties we love, and melts winter roads 
that provide critical seasonal access 
to remote northern Indigenous 
communities. It affects every aspect 

of our lives, so it is our collective 
responsibility to fight climate change 
together to ensure our children 
benefit from a cleaner planet.

On January 1, 2017, our govern-
ment introduced cap and trade. 
Ontario selected a cap and trade 
approach to pricing carbon because 
it guarantees GHG emission reduc-
tions at the least expensive price 
possible for families and businesses 
versus a carbon tax. In fact, a carbon 
tax would cost Ontarians almost 
four times more.

By legislation, Ontario must 
invest every dollar collected from 
cap and trade, in a transparent 
way, back into green projects that 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and fight climate change. Through 
this plan we will create good jobs, 
help families and businesses become 

more energy-efficient, and accelerate 
our shift to a prosperous low-carbon 
economy and a more sustainable 
province while ensuring support for 
green projects like transit, electric 
vehicle incentives, housing retrofit 
programs and much more.

Ontario’s environmental and 
clean tech sector leadership is worth 
an estimated $8 billion in annual 
revenues and $1 billion in export 
earnings. There are already 3,000 
‘green’ companies employing 65,000 
people in Ontario.

From the proceeds of Ontario’s 
cap and trade program, we have 
already announced:
•	 Investments of up to $514 

million in grants and interest 
free loans for college and uni-
versity repairs and retrofits, 
including $7 million for the 
University of Toronto Scar-
borough. Examples of types of 
projects funded include: boiler 
replacements, energy efficient 
windows, and solar panel instal-
lations.

•	 Programs from the Green 
Ontario Fund designed to help 
Ontario’s farmers and food 
and beverage processors reduce 
greenhouse gas pollution and 
adopt low-carbon technologies.

•	 Funding for 180 projects at 98 
hospitals across the province, 
including 117 heating, ven-
tilation, and air conditioning 
projects, 35 lighting projects 
and 28 projects that address 
other energy efficiency needs at 
hospitals, including more than 
$425,000 at Scarborough and 
Rouge Hospital.

•	 Rebates for homeowners to 
renovate their homes to reduce 
their carbon footprint.  Rebates 
are offered for insulation, energy 
efficient windows, ground source 
heat pumps, smart thermostats, 
and more.

 
Find out more about projects 
for homeowners as well as other 
projects funded by our cap and trade 
program at  http://www.greenon.ca.

I am proud of our government’s 
leadership that puts Ontario in 
the best position for long-term 
economic growth, allowing us to 
benefit from the opportunities and 
new jobs that will come with this 
transition.

You can contact me at my Con-
stituency Office at 300 Kingston 
Road, Pickering, by phone at 905-
509-0336 or by email at tmaccharles.
mpp.co@liberal.ola.org.  Please 
subscribe to my e-newsletter:   
http://tracymaccharles.onmpp.ca. 

Member of Parliament

MP Gary Anandasangaree alongside Order of Canada recipient, Beverley Salmon, Member of Parlia-
ment for Whitby Celina Caesar- Chavannes and French Catholic School Board Trustee Marie Fontin.

What a year it has been! As I write this article, the 
athletes representing Team Canada at the 2018 
Winter Olympic Games in PyeongChang, South 
Korea, have won a total of 5 gold, 5 silver and 
5 bronze medals! Thanks to incredible perfor-
mances from athletes like Mark McMorris, Justine 
Dufour-Lapointe, the Canadian Figure Skating 
Team and our local hero Natalie Spooner, the 
2018 Winter Olympic Games have been nothing 
short of spectacular. All of our athletes, medal 
recipients or not, have showcased the very best of 
Canadian courage, humility and sportsmanship. 
I cannot wait to be awed by the incredible feats 
of athleticism in the days to come, and I look 
forward to cheering on our Paralympic Athletes at 
the 2018 Winter Paralympics starting on March 8. 

This February in the House of Commons, it 
was my distinct honour to speak on Bill C-262, 
an act to ensure that the laws of Canada are in 
harmony with the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Bill C-262 calls 
for consistency between the standards set out in 

the UN Declaration and federal laws, as well as a 
national action plan and reporting mechanisms 
to ensure the full and correction implementation 
of the bill. As a country, we have a responsibility 
to have a long overdue conversation about the 
recognition and implementation of Indigenous 
rights. This conversation can only begin once we 
as a country address the legacy of denial that 
lies at the heart of federal laws and policies 
and begin by replacing it with the recogni-
tion of the rights of Indigenous peoples. 

To help Canadians file their income taxes 
this year, the Government of Canada has 
introduced a new File My Return service 
for Canadians with low or fixed incomes. 
Eligible Canadians will be able to file their 
income tax and benefit returns through an 
automated phone service after answering a 
series of short questions and providing some 
personal information. The File My Return 
service will run 21 hours a day, from 6 a.m. 
to 3 a.m., seven days a week and is open 
until April 30. Individuals with questions 
about the File my Return service can call 
the Canada Revenue Agency’s individual tax 
enquiries line at 1-800-959-8281. 

For those who require additional income 
tax filing assistance, my office will be 
offering free tax clinic services to qualified 
members of our community starting 
Thursday, March 15. To register for one of 
our free tax clinics, contact our office via 
email or telephone.

Finally, I would like to thank those of 
you who attended our third annual Black 
History Month event at St. Mother Teresa 
Catholic Academy on Saturday, February 
10. This event was a huge success and I was 
delighted to see so many members of the 
Centennial community at our celebration! 
This year, my team and I focused on the 
themes of black women and leadership, and 
we were honoured to have Order of Canada 
recipient and Toronto’s first black female 
councillor Beverley Salmon join us to deliver 
a special keynote address.

If you would like to meet my team and me, 
contact my office at (416) 283-1414 or Gary.
Anand@parl.gc.ca. My office staff are eager to 
hear your ideas, assist you with federal services, 
answer your questions and notify you about our 
upcoming events in the community. 

CCRA Past- President Jennifer McKelvie discusses female leadership in Scarborough with Toronto’s first 
Black female City Councillor, Beverley Salmon at Gary Anandasangaree’s third Annual Black History 
Month Celebration.
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Volunteering

Longtime CCRA News delivery duo 
By Kathy Rowe

Meet Joan and Keith McRoberts. 
They moved to the Centennial 
community from Montreal in 1971. 

“That was before the Lawrence 
Avenue bridge was built,” Keith 
exclaimed. And so began our conver-
sation about the many changes within 
the subdivision and the community 
over the past 40 plus years. 

Joan and Keith have enjoyed living 
in the Centennial community and 
they raised their four children here. 
They both share a fondness for the 
neighbourhood and referred to it as 
very safe and friendly.

Before retiring, Keith worked as a 
chartered professional accountant for 
Deloitte, which is one of the largest 
financial service firms in the country. 
Joan had the luxury of being a stay-at-
home mother. They knew about the 
CCRA and they attended a few of the 
annual general meetings when neigh-
bourhood issues would arise.

“The CCRA has always done 
such a great job representing the 
community over the years,” Keith 
said. “In the past we would attend a 
meeting whenever developers were 
threatening to build big buildings in 
the area. More recently we were very 
impressed with the way the CCRA 

handled the Highland Creek waste 
treatment issues.”

In 1986, Joan began delivering the 
CCRA Newsletter along the Cherry-
hill Avenue route. Ten years later Keith 
retired from his job and began driving 
nine different bundles to a number of 
homes in the same subdivision. They 
have been loyal volunteers ever since 
and we thank them for that!

“It’s the least we can do and we 

will do it for as long as we can,” said 
Joan. “We always keep a newspaper 
on hand because we often refer to the 
advertisements when we are looking 
for services,” added Keith. 

Upon leaving, I thanked them for 
their time and commitment to the 
CCRA. Keith expressed his thanks to 
the CCRA and added “keep up the 
good work that you do.” Valuable  
volunteers indeed.

Keith and Joan McRoberts have been delivering the paper for more than 20 years.

Local news

Community papers offer a connection to the neighbourhood 
By Janice Bennink 

News is everywhere today. In our 
homes and offices, on public streets 
and transit – even on our phones. 
With so much information at 
hand, why are we still picking up 
community newspapers?

It’s a simple question for Lee 
Graves. For 33 years, Lee sat at the 
helm of the Bluffs Monitor, one 
of Scarborough’s long-established 
community papers. She recently 
retired as its publisher and editor, a 
job that kept her actively engaged 
with the Bluffs community. Today, 
Lee reflects about how the paper has 
given readers what they need. She 
feels its biggest role is to “give infor-
mation about what’s going on to the 
people who live here, and how they 
can get involved if they want to.” 

The Bluffs Monitor (then Birch 
Cliff News) was launched by the 
Birch Cliff Community Association 
in the early 1980s. At a community 
meeting, it was decided that a 
newspaper would keep residents 
informed about the many issues 
affecting their Kingston Road 
community between Victoria Park 
Ave. and Kennedy Road. 

Residents were eager to help 

shape their community, concerned 
with issues like development on 
the Quarry lands, the Scarborough 
Expressway and rebuild of their 
library. Each project spawned its 
own volunteer group and there was 
a need for connection. Lee says that 
the newspaper “got started to let 
everyone in different groups know 
what everybody else was doing. If 
there was any overlap or help, they 
could do it.”

At first, 5,000 copies of the 
Bluffs Monitor were delivered in 
Birch Cliff. Today it serves Kingston 
Road communities from the 
Rouge to Main Street. This is most 
rewarding for Lee, who feels that 
the paper helped pull neighbour-
hoods together.

Lee was often stopped on the 
street and asked, “What’s going on 
at the Guild?” or “What’s happening 
with that condo development?” 
She would reply, “read the Bluffs 
Monitor. Everything I know is in 
there.” But she knew that people 
wanted to talk to each other. They 
wanted to get involved. 

“When I first started, I would 
look for people mowing their lawns, 
introduce myself, and say ‘we are 
looking for a volunteer to deliver 

the paper, just to the neighbours on 
your street’.” Volunteers agreed.

Advertisers were supportive. 
Before the first issue, Lee walked 
into a storefront. “I said ‘we are 
going to produce a local newspaper, 
so we’re looking for advertising…’ 
before I got the last word out of my 
mouth, he said ‘I’ll take an ad’.” At 
first surprised, she soon saw that it 
made sense to connect businesses 
with their customers.

Starting with her first Apple 
Macintosh SE, Lee has seen the 
Bluffs Monitor through its transition 
from typeset layout to digital pro-

duction. When the large dailies were 
scrambling to adapt to online reader-
ship, Lee worried about the paper’s 
future. “I hoped that [the internet] 
wouldn’t destroy it. But it didn’t 
make a difference – it actually helped 
because it was still local.” In the end, 
staying true to community interests 
was key to the paper’s survival. 

As you filter through the news 
around us, look for the wealth of 
local publications. And consider 
what community papers have to 
offer: a connection to life in your 
neighbourhood.  

Lee Graves, former publisher of the Bluffs Monitor, retired recently.  

Scarborough Seedy Saturday 
is happening on March 24 

Everyone’s invited to come out to 
the Scarborough Seedy Saturday 
and Green Fair on Saturday, March 
24 from 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. at Blessed 
Cardinal Newman High School, 
which is located at 100 Brimley 
Road South. 

You can learn how to live 
a  greener life, exchange seeds 
with other seed savers, and buy 
heirloom and organic seeds. Then 
stop by one of the tables of the 
local garden clubs or vendors and 
find the answers to your gardening 
questions.

More than 50 tables will include 
seed vendors, green exhibits, bee 
products, worm composting, 
backyard gardening, garden asso-
ciations and regional organizations 
such as LEAF, Toronto Field Natu-
ralists, WWF and the David Suzuki 
Foundation. Bring your electronics 
for recycling. And there are great 
kids’ events, too!

The fair is hosted by the Stewards 
of the Earth at St. Agatha Catholic 
School, the Treehuggers at Blessed 
Cardinal Newman Catholic High 
School, and Seeds of Diversity. It 
is also supported by Dr. Norman 
Bethune Eco team (BEAT) and 
Toronto Urban Growers.

Contact scarboroseedysaturday@
gmail.com for more information. 
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Metrolinx is transforming the GO 
rail network to make it better, faster 
and easier for everyone to travel. As 
they plan for future growth, they’d 
like to know more about how you 
access and use your GO station. 
Your feedback will help them make 
your GO station better. Share your 
thoughts by March 14 at www.
gostationsurvey.com and you’ll be 
entered to win one of three $50 
PRESTO vouchers.

Help make 
your GO station 
better

Community Community

No definite start date  
for widening Port Union

Greetings, neighbours! A big 
THANK YOU to the many 
people who have recently 
purchased CCRA member-
ships for this year!  

It’s easy to purchase a  
membership:
•	Online using the secure 
PayPal payment method at 
http://ccranews.com/support-

your-ccra/member-signup/ 
•	 Complete the membership application on the back page of 

this newspaper and mail it in or drop it off at Port Union 
C.C. 

The $15 annual membership allows your community asso-
ciation to continue to host great events like the recent Winter-

fest, produce and distribute this newspaper and, importantly, 
to advocate for important matters to our neighbourhood with 
developers, the City of Toronto, and other groups that would 
affect us. 
      Please sign up for your membership and encourage the 
neighbours on your street to sign up with you!  
      Join enthusiastic volunteers and me to canvass for 
memberships in May during our membership campaign. 
Let me know if you’re interested. 

Denise Bacon    
647-982-3561
denisemarybacon@gmail.com 

CCRA Membership Drive – Coming in May!

By Jennifer McKelvie 

At the CCRA meeting in February, 
Scarborough Community Renewal 
Organization (SCRO) board member 
Dave Hardy spoke about SCRO’s 
upcoming Community Summit that 
will be held this April in partnership 
with the University of Toronto Scar-
borough. 
      Delegates from each community 
association in Scarborough, including 
CCRA, will be invited to begin the 
process of developing a vision for 
Scarborough, and to identify an action 
to advocate for to the City of Toronto. 
The summit is an attempt to bring 
together the leadership of Scarbor-
ough’s local community associations 

so they can get to know each other 
and speak with one voice to identify 
actions to Renew Scarborough. 

SCRO launched in February 
2016 to create and realize bold 
visions for Scarborough. SCRO 
was formed in response to the 2014 
Scarborough Community Renewal 
Campaign that was conducted by 
Scarborough Rotary. The campaign 
spoke with thousands of Scarbor-
ough residents, identified common 
themes, and produced 14 recom-
mendations for growth and renewal 
in Scarborough.

At the release of the campaign 
recommendations in 2015, Mayor 
John Tory asked the community 
to identify three priorities that he 

could champion through the mayor’s 
office. In 2016, SCRO sent a letter 
to the mayor outlining their first 
ask: 3,000 municipal jobs in Scar-
borough. With a population of more 
than 625,000 people, Scarborough 
has approximately 24 percent of the 
city of Toronto’s total, but has only 
about 12 percent of the municipal 
workforce housed in Scarborough. 
Bringing skilled and professional 
jobs back to Scarborough would 
show leadership by the city and 
could encourage other companies to 
follow their example and invest here. 

In 2017, SCRO outlined their 
second ask to the mayor: a feasibil-
ity study for a Living Arts Centre in 
Scarborough. The city of Scarbor-

ough had a five-year plan for the arts 
in Scarborough in 1984. However, 
the recommendation for a Living 
Arts Facility was never advanced 
after amalgamation. A Living Arts 
facility could provide a hub for 
eastern Toronto’s arts and cultural 
communities, serve as a vehicle for 
rebranding Scarborough, create jobs, 
and entertain all Toronto residents. 

At the April 2018 Community 
Summit, delegates from Scarbor-
ough’s community associations will 
share common experiences, learn 
from each other, and contribute to a 
discussion about Scarborough issues 
that transcend their local communi-
ties.  Of the 20 associations, CCRA 
along with its neighbouring asso-
ciations in West Rouge, Highland 
Creek, Coronation and Guildwood 
Village associations have been 
invited.

The Community Summit is 
being organized under the leadership 
of our neighbour Larry Whatmore, 
past president of the West Rouge 
Community Association. The 
event will feature short talks in the 
morning to stimulate ideas from 
community leaders. The afternoon 
will feature roundtable discussions 
about ideas to Renew Scarborough, 
followed by a priority-identifying 
session. SCRO will present the pri-
oritized idea to Mayor John Tory as 
the third priority he could advance 
through the mayor’s office.  

Jennifer McKelvie is President of the Scarbor-
ough Community Renewal Organization and a 
proud Centennial resident. You can learn more 
about SCRO at www.renewscarborough.org. 

Building a shared vision for Scarborough’s future

By Kathryn Stocks

Port Union Road was supposed to be 
widened this year but the date of con-
struction is still up in the air, according 
to Jeffrey Dea, Infrastructure Planning 
manager with the city’s Transporta-
tion Services Division. “Our plan was 
to begin construction this year. We 
haven’t yet ruled it out but are still 
working through a number of design 
issues, which has forced a review of the 

schedule.”
The original plans had the street 

being widened in 2018 to four 
lanes of traffic with cycling facilities 
and sidewalks that are compliant 
with the AODA (Accessibility for 
Ontarians with Disabilities Act). 
On-street bike lanes will be provided 
on both sides of Port Union Road.

The city is now reviewing the 
schedule to confirm whether con-
struction can begin this year, Dea 
explained. Detailed engineering 
design for the road widening is 
being carried out and both internal 
and external stakeholders are being 
consulted on the design. “Coordina-
tion with the GO station construc-
tion is also another issue that we are 
reviewing to ensure that the overall 
impacts of construction are managed 
to the greatest extent possible.”

When it gets started, the project 
is expected to take one full construc-
tion season or approximately eight 
months.

The reconstruction of Port Union 
Road will improve the capacity of 
the roadway and accessibility to 
and from Highway 401 and the 
GO station, while dedicated cycling 
facilities will improve transportation 
choices for the community.

City is reviewing the schedule to see if  
construction on Port Union can begin this year. 
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Advertising submissions 
deadline for the April is-
sue is March 19, 2018.

Email Kelsey Dorval at   
ccra-advertising@hotmail.com 
or visit: ccranews.com/advertis-
ing.html.

Community

Highland Creek School turns 100
Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

Centennial Community 
Recreation Association CCRA Monthly Meeting Tuesday, March 6, 7:15 pm at Port Union 

Community Centre Dave Adamson will be the guest speaker. 416-283-9987

Port Union Library Hoza! Interactive Djembe 
Drumming

Tuesday, March 13, 2:00  pm -3:00 pm at  
Port Union Library

This is an astounding music program of interactive songs and rhythms 
performed on the West African Djembe Drums. Children get to play a drum 
and feel the beat! 

416-393-7131

Stewards of the Earth Scarborough Seedy 
Saturday and Green Fair

Saturday, March 24,  11:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Blessed Cardinal Newman High School,   
100 Brimley Road South

learn how to live a  greener life, exchange seeds with other seed savers, and 
buy heirloom and organic seeds. Then stop by one of the tables of the local 
garden clubs or vendors and find the answers to your gardening questions. scarboroseedysaturday@gmail.com

Centennial Community 
Recreation Association Spring Social Saturday, April 7 West Rouge Community Centre

This year the band is Port United, a familiar name to anyone who was at 
Winterfest on January 27 or who has taken in the summer concert series at 
Port Union Community Centre.  The price will be $55 and you can reserve 
your seats by emailing HeatherLemieux@RoyalLePage.ca. 

HeatherLemieux@RoyalLePage.ca

2nd Highland Creek scouting Community recycling 
event

Saturday, April 21, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm   
Port Union Community Centre

They will be accepting e-waste, scrap metal, batteries, clothing, pop cans, 
and returnable beer and alcohol containers. We will also take your broken or 
unwanted electronics, including TVs, VCRs, computers, monitors, etc.

905 509-0336

Port Union Community Earth Day 2018 
Celebrations

Saturday, April 21, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm   
Port Union Community Centre

Port Union Seniors, and 2nd Highland Creek Scouts are calling all neighbours
Community Clean‐up Waterfront Trail Clean-up
10 am - 12 pm register at 9:30 am
Bird House Workshop signup - West Rouge Community Centre - 20 spots  
Port Union Community Centre - 20 spots

West Rouge C.C.- 416-396-4147
Port Union C.C. - 416-396-4031

Highland Creek Public School 100th anniversary 
celebrations

Friday, April 27 and Saturday April 28 
 9:00 am - 3:00 pm  
Highland Creek Public School

Friday, April 27: Pub Night at Tam Heather  
Saturday, April 28: 9 a.m. Coffee and treats for former staff,  10 a.m. Decade 
rooms,  12 noon Official ceremonies,  1 p.m. Decade rooms

416-491-4205  
rsharpe2345@gmail.com

West Hill - Highland Creek 
Lions Club Membership Meet & Greet Last Tuesday of the month 

7  pm,  Heron Park CC., 292 Manse Rd. Meeting and drop-in of the Lions Club Membership Chair, 416-282-7202 
website: www.lionsclub.ca

Port Union Seniors Port Union Seniors Centre Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm, Port Union CRC, 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East Drop-in activities and classes for Seniors 416-396-4034

Cancer Support Group Breast Cancer Support Last Wednesday of the month Support group for women with Breast Cancer Marilyn 416-284-9984

2nd Highland Creek Scouts 2nd Highland Creek 
Scouting Groups

Beavers and Cubs Tuesday;  Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers Thursday.- Charlottetown Jr. PS

Scouts weekly meetings focusing on outdoor activities, special guests,  
community outings & weekend camps. Barbara Broadley 416-724-0416

To submit your community event, email details to:  webmaster@ccranews.com

COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR

Highland Creek Public School, seen here circa 1940, will be celebrating its anniversary in April.

By Kathryn Stocks

The first school in this area, Highland 
Creek Public School, will be celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary in April. 
Festivities for the celebration of this 
significant anniversary will take place 
on April 27 and April 28. Here is the 
lineup: 

Friday, April 27: 
Pub Night at Tam Heather 
Saturday, April 28:
9 a.m. Coffee and treats for former 
staff
10 a.m. Decade rooms
12 noon Official ceremonies
1 p.m. Decade rooms
3 p.m. Closing

Interesting facts
•	 A plaque at the front of the school 

reads: “The first school in this area 
was a small square plank building 
erected in 1832 on “Fishery Road” 
now Colonel Danforth Trail. In 
1847 the area became S.S. 7 and 
a single frame school was built 
at the top of the west hill on the 
Kingston Road to serve both West 
Hill and Highland Creek. In 1870 
this was replaced by a school in 
the valley, which was attended 
by students of both communities 
until the present Highland Creek 
School was opened in September 
1918.”

•	 The school was ready in 
September 1918, but the opening 
was postponed because of the 
Great Influenza Epidemic that 
year. 

•	 When opened, the school had 
two classrooms, one each to the 
left and right of the front door, 
with small basement rooms below 
used for many other purposes. 
Four rooms were added in 1949, 
two more in 1951 and another 
two in 1952. Portables were 
necessary to accommodate the 
growing community until a fourth 
addition was added in 1961. 

For more information on the anniver-
sary events, contact Helen Sharpe at 
416-491-4205, rsharpe2345@gmail.
com or Jack Shaw at 905-239-0678, 
staffcuppa@gmail.com. Helen was a 
teacher at Highland Creek between 
1960 and 1970 and Jack is a former 
principal.

Police liaison

By Kathryn Stocks

The CCRA Centennial News is 
trying a new format for getting 
information from the Toronto 
Police Service to this community. 
Up until now, Marilyn Hodge 
has been writing a report for the 
paper from the Community Police 
Liaison Committee and we’d like to 
thank her for her work on that. But 
it was hard to get all the statistics 
in so we now want to encourage 
residents to access the data about  
different types of crimes on the 
TPS website data.torontopolice.
on.ca.

Under Crime at a 

Glance, you can click on D43 
to see the number of homicides, 
shootings, assaults, auto thefts, 
break and enter, robbery, sexual 
assaults and theft over that 
happened in 43 Division on a 
weekly, monthly and yearly basis.

The site says, “The Public 
Safety Data Portal is intended 
to improve the understanding of 
policing, improve transparency 
and enhance confidence through 
the creation and use of open data 
for public safety in Toronto.”

We hope you find this website 
useful and would appreciate any 

feedback you can give us 
on this new format.

New format for police data
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CCRA Centennial News  
Distribution – February 2018 

 
As I write this the 
sun is shining, it is a 
little warmer and a 
lot of the snow has 
melted. I keep telling 
my husband Rob that 

spring is coming! Mind you, I said 
that a few weeks ago too and Rob is 
sure that is why so much snow fell 
soon after. But spring is coming ... I 
can feel it. I am keeping my fingers 
crossed that delivering the March 
issue of the CCRA Centennial News 
will be done under more pleasant 
weather conditions.          

As I mentioned last month, this 
is still the season of the “snowbirds,” 
those lucky distributors who have 
left us for warmer climates. That 
being said, it is also the season of the 
substitute distributor who is filling 
in. I am extending my special thanks 
to those who have agreed to do an 
additional route.     

Last month I mentioned that we 
have a vacancy for a permanent dis-
tributor. The call was answered by a 
daughter and mother team who live 
in the area. I want to welcome the 
newest and youngest member of our 
volunteer distribution team. Olivia 
and her mother Lindsay have agreed 
to deliver to the townhomes located 
at 121 Centennial, Units 31-90.   It 
is wonderful to see the spirit of 
community service begin at such a 
young age. Welcome!

Distribution routes come up 
almost every month so if you are a 
student looking for volunteer hours 
or you are someone who likes to 
walk, please send me an email.    

I want to extend my thanks to 
the entire 120-person volunteer 
distribution team. On behalf of the 
Centennial community, thank you 
for sharing your time and energy to 
bring community news to almost 
4,600 homes and businesses in our 
area. I really appreciate our volunteer 
distributors who braved the cold and 
snow to deliver the newspaper over 
the last few months.  

Here’s looking forward to spring!  
  
Wanda Wierzbicki
distribution@ccranews.com 
phone:  (416) 282-2951.

Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off in the CCRA mailbox 
located opposite the main office at 
the Port Union Community Centre.

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2018 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee of $15.  
To join online, go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community 
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.ca

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2018 membership supports Centennial events

Wanda  
Wierzbicki


