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After years of walking when car rides were not 
available to her, Fran Keeler decided it was time 
to get her driver’s licence at the age of 45.  

» continued on page 3

Queen of Centennial Road at age 91!

WINTERFEST:  SUN & 
SMILES  page 10
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Please join us to celebrate the 
CCRA’s 70th anniversary on 
Saturday, March 30 at the West 
Rouge Community Centre!

There will be a champagne 
reception, buffet dinner, a 
rockin’ DJ and prizes for the 
best ‘70s outfit.

Reserve your seat now by 
calling Heather Lemieux at 
Royal LePage 416-284-4751. 
Tables of eight are available.

By Kathy McGrath

It’s a dreary sight in the middle of 
our community A large piece of 
land that sits empty, bordered by 

a chain link fence. The property looks 
desolate and even messy at times when 
building materials and other refuse are 
dropped there.

We’re referring to the six-acre 
property on Bridgeport Drive, the 
main traffic artery servicing the 
housing development south of 
Lawrence Ave. Many Centennial 
residents travel that street daily as they 
go about their business. 

The Toronto District School Board 
(TDSB) and the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board (TCDSB) 
purchased most of the land in 2001 
when the large nautical-themed sub-
division was developed. An additional 

smaller plot was purchased in 2007 
to complete the schoolyard property.

Unfortunately, neither school board 
has plans to build on the property in 
the foreseeable future.  

“The projected (student) enrolment 
trend in the area is stable, with a slight 
decline in the long term,” explained 
Shazia Vlahos, Chief of Communica-

tions and Government Services for the 
TCDSB. “These are projections that 
don’t warrant construction of another 
school.”

Enrolment trends are a factor in 
the Ministry of Education’s capital 
funding decisions regarding school 
construction, she said.

Responsibility for maintaining the 

property is shared equally between 
the two school boards, which follow 
an alternating schedule every school 
year. The TCDSB maintained it in 
2017/18 and the TDSB is looking 
after it now for 2018/19.

Maintenance is limited to grass 
cutting and ensuring there is no       
significant debris on the property. 

Could this vacant land be made useful?

The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) and the Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) purchased most of the parcel of land on Bridgeport Dr.  in 2001 when the 
subdivision south of Lawrence Ave. was developed.

Neither school board 
has plans to build on 

the six-acre property in 
the foreseeable future.

CCRA Spring Dance  

By Denise Bacon

January 28 is an auspicious date for 
Fran Keeler. She was born on January 
28, 1928 in Scarborough and she cel-
ebrated her 91st birthday this year.

Fran and her late husband, Ken, 
moved into their brand new Cen-
tennial Road home 63 years ago on 
January 28, 1956, with great excite-
ment about this “new” area. Fran’s 
stories are rich with detail about their 
time in the community.

After years of walking when car 
rides were not available, Fran decided 
it was time to get her driver’s licence 
at the age of 45. She took lessons 
and insisted that she be taught well 
enough to pass her first driving test 
on, you guessed it, January 28! Today, 
Fran proudly cruises around in her 
black 2018 Dodge RAM 1500 truck. 
She certainly is “queen of the road” 
and lives a full and independent life, 
even after Ken, the love of her life, 
passed away in 2016 after 65 years of 
marriage. » continued on page 19
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By Kathryn Stocks

The CCRA Centennial News is 
trying something new for next 
month. We asked our politicians 
if they’d consider getting away 
from their usual report format 
and participate in a question and 
answer feature two times a year. 
They all said yes! So we want 
you, dear readers, to supply the 
questions. 

The first one up is MP Gary 
Anandasangaree. We will send 
him the questions you submit 
to us regarding federal issues and 
he will answer some of them in 
the March issue of the paper. 
If this  works, we will have the 
same format for our other poli-
ticians in the coming months. 
   Please send your questions 
with “Ask your MP” in the 
subject line to news4ccra@gmail.
com by Monday, February 11. 
Thank you for participating! We 
look forward to receiving your 
emails.

ASK 
OUR 

POLITICIANS
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Thanks to all who worked so hard on Winterfest
President’s Message

CCRA President Kathy Rowe enjoyed talking to residents  
at this year’s Winterfest 

Vacant land  continued from page 1

By Kathy Rowe

We are at the winter half-way mark! Winterfest, 
our winter celebration on January 26  was a 
huge success and I must thank the Winterfest 
committee for their excellent planning, follow-
through and the delivery of such a fun family 
event for our community. 

Jake Forsyth, Winterfest committee chair, 
worked hard with the team to bring out some 
great activities, food and entertainment through-
out the day. Committee members Jessica Dodd, 
Lori Gagnon, Rob McMulkin (City of Toronto), 
Jeffrey Law (Parks Canada) and I worked together 
to bring in vendors, organize interesting displays, 
coordinate games, and provide student volunteers. 

A hearty thanks to Robert Hinz and his son 
Jon who arranged for all of the acts on our musical 
stage. Rudy Kirpal purchased and prepared the 
food at the barbecue. Thanks Rudy for feeding 
the crowd!

Great work by all involved for a fun-filled day 
celebrating winter in our community! 

Our new board members
I want to take this time to formally welcome and 
acknowledge our new CCRA board members. 
Kathy McGrath has stepped into the Commu-
nications Chair position. As one of our regular 
Centennial News writers, we know she will do 
a wonderful job in this role. Karthika Yogasega-
van will be taking on the position of Conserva-

tion Chair and will keep us up-to-date on issues 
affecting our environment and green spaces. Mark 
Campbell will be supporting our newspaper by 
bringing in community stories. Jessica Dodd, Lori 
Gagnon, Leeanne Larabie and Karthiga Dhar-
mananda each have special skills in promotion, 
leadership and sponsorship. These women will be 
helping wherever they can with event planning 
and CCRA branding. Last, I must mention 
Zinta Erdmanis, our new treasurer, and Elizabeth 
Todoroska, our new secretary. These two have 
been in their roles since November and they have 
been doing exceptional jobs. The CCRA is very 
fortunate to have so many wonderful new board 
members.

Celebrate with us!
The CCRA will be celebrating 70 years on 
Saturday, March 30. Our dinner dance celebra-
tion will be held at the West Rouge Community 
Centre. The theme will be “the ‘70s era” so get 
out your big hair and powder blue bell bottoms!  
More details to come. Please mark the date.

While lack of construction 
may be discouraging news for the             
neighbourhood, there is some hope 
for change. The boards are open to 
the possibility of using the land for 
a purpose that would enhance the 
community.

 “The TCDSB is always open to 
discussions and proposals with our 
Board counterpart and community 
partners to facilitate community use 
of Board properties,” Shazia said. 
Ryan Bird, manager of corporate 
relations for the TDSB, said his 
board is “always open to hearing from 
members of the community with 
their suggestions.”

Kathy Rowe, president of the 
CCRA, welcomes the opportunity to 
create a space like a baseball diamond, 
playground, dog park or green space.

“I think the community should 
explore a proposal for development of 
this unsightly property. Even taking 
the fence down would be an improve-
ment,” she said. “The community 
down there (south of Lawrence) needs 
to get more active because this is their 
backyard.” 

To that end, Kathy is inviting 
interested residents to attend the 
CCRA’s March 5 meeting at the Port 
Union Community Centre where the 
issue will be discussed.

VACANT  
PROPERTY
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CCRA Anniversary

Confederation-related names came from Canada’s Centennial

... the plaza at Port 

Union and Lawrence 

consisted of a big old farm 

building that was used by 

one of the banks

Longtime CCRA volunteer Ralph Jeffers has lived 
in the community for more than 50 years.

By Wanda Wierzbicki 

Happy New Year 2019! 
This year the Centennial 
Community and Recreation 

Association is celebrating its 70th 
anniversary. It’s wonderful to live in a 
part of the city with such a long history 
and a strong community organiza-
tion. When the CCRA was formed 
by William Dempsey and a group of 
like-minded individuals in November 
1949, the Second World War had 
ended only four years previously. 
People were looking to settle down 
and start their families in new com-
munities. Much of the community we 
know today was still farmland.

Almost 20 years after the formation 
of the CCRA,  Canada’s Centennial 
resulted in a whole neighbourhood 
with Confederation-related street 
and school names. The area between 
Centennial Road and Port Union 
Road was built around the year 1967. 
The streets in this area were named 
after people and events that were 

instrumental in 
the formation of 
Canada, such as 
Charlottetown 
and Confer-
ence, as well as 
names such as 
Samuel Leonard 
Tilley, Charles 
Tupper, Hector-
Louis Langevin, 
Jonathan McCully, 
Thomas D’Arcy 
McGee, Jean-
Charles Chapais, 
James Cockburn, 
Thomas Heath 
Haviland and Sir 
Oliver Mowat.  

Many longtime CCRA volunteers 
live in this area. One of these volun-
teers is retired CCRA Distribution 
Manager Ralph Jeffers. He did the 
job from 2008 to 2016. Ralph and his 
wife Anne have lived in the Centenni-
al community for more than 50 years. 
They moved into their new home in 

August 1968 as 
the second family 
to move onto the 
street. Their two 
sons, Mark and 
Brian, grew up in 
the area, graduated 
from Mowat CI, 
and now have 
families of their 
own.

Ralph started 
volunteering with 
the CCRA in the 
1970s.  A lot has 
changed in the 
last 50 years in the 
neighbourhood. 

Ralph remembers when the plaza at 
Port Union and Lawrence consisted 
of a big old farm building that was 
used by one of the banks. Anne recalls 
that Centennial Public School was the 
farthest east in the school board. At 
that time, the Centennial community 
was part of the City of Scarborough 
and the border between Scarborough 

and Pickering was Port Union Road.  
Ralph recalls hosting many CCRA 

executive planning meetings in his 
home’s unfinished basement because 
the Port Union Recreation Centre 
was still in the planning stages and 
there were no meeting rooms available 
anywhere. Bill Dempsey, Tony 
Lamanna and Gord Grievson would 
regularly meet to discuss various 
community issues, which often 
included negotiating with builders 
to ensure the municipal building 
standards of Scarborough, and later 
Toronto, were enforced and the 
community retained sufficient green 
spaces and trees. 

Many important issues were 
discussed in Ralph and Anne’s 
basement. Most noteworthy was the 
fight to ensure asbestos-contaminat-
ed soil from the old Johns Manville 
plant on the south side of Lawrence 
Ave. was safely removed. Due to the 
diligent work of the dedicated volun-
teers from the CCRA, measures were 
put in place to allow for the creation 
of a great waterfront neighbourhood 
and a well-used soccer field.

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank Ralph for his many years of 
service to our community. I also want 
to thank the many other “retired” 
CCRA volunteers.  If you are a 
“retired” CCRA volunteer and if you 
have not already done so,  please send 
me an email at distribution@ccranews.
com so I can add your name to the list.  

CCRA is   
celebrating 

its 70th  
anniversary!

Throughout this year, 
CCRA Centennial News 
will be talking to longtime 
residents and searching 
through old issues of the 
newsletter to bring you 
stories from our long 
history. Please let us know 
if you have a story you’d 
like us to write about.
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Tony Stacey Centre

By Diana LeBlanc

Tony Stacey Centre for Veterans Care 
has been home to hundreds of seniors 
in our area. Built in 1976, originally 
for Veterans and their families, our 
centre has 100 beds, and currently 
30 percent are veterans, spouses or 
dependants.

We also provide respite care for the 
community, a therapy pool, sensory 
cart and massage therapy. We have 
recreation programs, a social worker, 
behaviour support staff, in-house 

doctors, nurses and many other caring 
staff.

Tony Stacey Centre has always 
been non-profit because of people 
like you who donate time, money, 
in-kind donations and even gifts to 
our residents during the holidays. 

We are currently looking at ways to 
improve our home and the possibil-
ity of rebuilding has come up. Our 
vision is that we remain non-profit 
and expand our facility from 100 beds 
to 256 beds. 

We are also hoping to include retail 

with respect to the Stacey Centre’s 
needs (pharmaceutical, medical, coffee 
shop, drop-in centre) and develop 
community-focused programs such 
as daycare for seniors and children.

Our board of dedicated individu-
als and business owners has our best 
interests at heart and will continue to 
strive to better serve our seniors and 
our community.

Join us on our journey to rebuild the dream 

The Tony Stacey Centre is hoping to expand the facility from 100 beds to 256 beds and develop new 
programs for its residents and the community.
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Health

The good, the bad and the ugly of a stroke  
By Suse* 

“Moderation in all things,” my mother 
told me. So, like the obedient daughter 
I was, I did the exact opposite and 
finally paid the inevitable price of 
stroking out. Why are mothers always 
right? Here’s my story on experiencing 
a stroke; I hope you can learn a few 
things from it and at the very least, 
have the odd giggle (good). I’m a bit 
irreverent (bad) and sometimes con-
trolling, competitive and stubborn 
(ugly), but I’m working on these flaws.

So, why did this happen? I worked 
far too hard and long on a daily basis, 
and to reward myself I played a bit 
too hard as well (I blame the “demon 
rum”). Truly, I thought I was invin-
cible, yet, the signs were there: very 
high blood pressure, elevated stress 
levels, not enough sleep and I rarely 
ate properly. I laughed about these 
things (good?), I thought I had all the 

answers (bad), and then the “ugly” 
took me down, literally.

What is a stroke? Simply put, it 
happens when blood flow to part of 
the brain stops. I had two back-to-

back extensive ones (left and back 
side of my brain) late on a Sunday 
night when I was on my way to bed. 
I suddenly had trouble focusing and 
speaking and I was acting confused, 

upset and angry. Then I passed out 
and my partner called 911. I was 
rushed by ambulance to Sunnybrook 
Emergency and arrived just in time 
to receive TPA medication (a tissue 
plasminogen activator). This is a 
clot-busting drug that saved me from 
paralysis and possibly death.  

Spending five long days and 
nights, semi-conscious, hooked up to 
a myriad of tubes and monitors, all I 
can remember is that it was touch and 
go. My loving family was devastated 
and they took turns sleeping on the 
floor next to me and advocating for 
me with the medical staff. My poor 
mother was beside herself and I was 
sure I was going to get a spanking.  
Instead, she’s grounded me for a 
year and continues to feed me soup. 
What you might like to know:    
•	 The wake-up call – It’s time to take 

good care of YOU!  If you don’t, 
it’s a slippery slide into what can 
become a perilous habit of consis-
tently helping only others and not 
taking care of yourself. You need 
and deserve your best life.

•	 Hope – I’ve been blessed with an 
abundance of medical miracles 
(according to my excellent 
doctors, nurses and hospital staff ). 
I was given a second chance at 
life to recover (almost fully) and 
behave myself. Now, I have hope.

•	 Faith – I thought I was a good girl 
on my way to “heaven.” Appar-
ently, I had some bad habits to 
atone for and lessons to learn. 

•	 Love – when you don’t have it, go 
and get it. You deserve to be loved 
and to love in return.  Actions 
and words of love, compassion 
and kindness will strengthen 
your heart, body and soul. 

So, join me in old age and 
let’s live as long as we can! 

*The writer has asked CCRA News not 
to include her last name. 

F
A

Common signs 
of a stroke:

S
T

ace is it drooping?

rms can you raise 
both?
peech is it slurred or 
jumbled?
ime to call 9-1-1 
right away.
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Recreation

By Mark Campbell 

Last month we reported on the opening 
of the outdoor sports pad at the Port 
Union Community Centre.  It appears 
area residents are taking notice. Over 
the winter holidays, adults and kids 
alike could be seen playing pickup 
games on the pad. 

Matthew Hawley, a Grade 6 
student at Charlottetown Junior 
Public School, is one such person. 
On evenings and weekends, Hawley is 
often found playing right-wing for the 
Pickering Panthers hockey club, but 
when he’s not on the ice he’s organiz-
ing friendly games of ball hockey for 
his team. One recent event took place 
over the break with about a dozen kids 
and parents sharing the space.

The sports pad also offers a safe 
option for kids to play. “I don’t have 
to play on the street anymore,” said 
Hawley. “I just go straight there.” 
With traffic density increasing year 
over year, the sports pad provides 
parents such as Hawley’s mother, 
Heather, with some some peace of 
mind.

It also gives kids an alternative 
outdoor activity to keep moving 

during a winter which, to this point 
in mid-January, has been lacking any 
significant snowfall, save for a recent 
storm that was followed by an extreme 
cold spell. Hawley, who is also an 
avid snowboarder and a member of 
his school’s ski team, noted that the 
lack of snow is really cutting into his 
tobogganing time. 

Declan Morey, a Grade 3 student 
also at Charlottetown, has been 
enjoying the sports pad, too. A self-
professed “hockey fanatic,” he enjoys 
ice hockey, ball hockey and foot 
hockey. “I like doing my own thing. 
Shooting pucks. It’s helping me,” he 
replied when asked what he enjoys 
most about the sports pad. Morey 
currently plays select hockey for the 
West Hill Golden Hawks.

“I’m sick of the Leafs,” said Morey, 
whose favourite hockey teams are the 
Washington Capitals and the Las 
Vegas Golden Knights, although he 
did say he would go to the sports pad 
if a Maple Leafs player showed up to 
run a clinic, “especially if it was John 
Tavares.”

Kids are taking note, so expect to 
see the pad in use when the weather 
is favourable. As for what he plans to 

do there over 
the summer, 
Hawley 
exclaimed, “I’ll play 
soccer!”  Grab your stick or a ball and 
drop by.  You never know who you 
might meet there.

Grab your stick or a ball and drop by  
for pickup games at the sports pad

From left: Brody 
Jobin, Evan Michaud, 
Matthew Hawley and 
Pickering Panthers 
Coach Dave Dininio.  
Photo credit: Heather 
Hawley.
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CCRA Executive Profile

When a group 
of people with a 

variety of skills gets 
together to help the 

community, the 
collective effort can 

be powerful.

Treasurer wants CCRA to be prepared for whatever comes up
By Kathy McGrath

As treasurer for the Centennial 
Community and Recreation Associa-
tion, Zinta Erdmanis likes to look at 
the big picture. While she is attentive 
to the day-to-day deposits and with-
drawals, she is more concerned with 
the overall financial health of the orga-
nization. 

“I want to make sure the CCRA is 
in a fiscal position to react if a situation 
arises that is not in our best interests,” 
she explains. “If a developer wants to 
put in a skyscraper that doesn’t suit 
our community, we need to have 
enough funds that we can lobby for 
a different outcome.”

Zinta and her husband, Ed, moved 
into the neighbourhood in the early 
1990s, so she clearly remembers the 
CCRA advocating for the community 

when the notorious Johns-Manville 
plant was dismantled.  

From 1948 to 1995, the factory 
produced insulation made with 
asbestos. Located south of Lawrence 
Ave. near Port Union Rd., the 
company also used the property 
and the lake as an asbestos dumping 
ground. 

 “I remember the CCRA being 
so strong in making sure the envi-
ronmental issues were taken care 
of,” Zinta said. “If the CCRA hadn’t 
gotten involved, I can’t imagine what 
the outcome would have been.”

Thanks in part to the CCRA’s 
efforts, extensive soil remediation 
was conducted after the plant was 
dismantled in the early 2000s.

Zinta also remembers receiving the 
CCRA’s green-coloured newsletter at 
the time and feeling like it pulled 
the community together. “From the 
minute we moved into the neighbour-
hood, I feel like the CCRA was always 
there for us.”

Zinta started attending CCRA 
meetings approximately two years 
ago after her husband died at age 62 
of ALS.

 “This community has given my 
family so much,” she said. “It’s where 
we raised our daughter, it’s given 
us good friendships, so I decided I 
wanted to get involved.” 

 She went to a few of the CCRA’s 
monthly meetings as an observer, 
but realized she wanted to play an 
active role. When asked if she would 
volunteer to be treasurer, Zinta agreed.

“I like being a part of something,” 
she said.  “Not only do you meet 
people in your community who 
share a similar background, you also 
meet people with very different back-
grounds and experiences and you 
learn what your community is about.”  

Zinta, who worked in advertising 
and marketing, points out that when a 
group of people with a variety of skills 
gets together to help the community, 
the collective effort can be powerful. 

When she’s not working on the 
CCRA’s balance sheets, Zinta is pas-
sionate about working with in-home 
care providers and government to 
improve the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of people receiving  
palliative care.   

Zinta Erdmanis, seen here with her cat Mickey, is the CCRA’s new treasurer. Photo: Kathy McGrath
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Mowat Collegiate

Deep space is the theme  
for robotics competition
By Lakshmi Anandaraj

Sir Oliver Mowat’s robotics team, 
the Mowat Mustangs 7710, will be 
competing in the Canadian First 
Robotics Competition on March 3 and 
15. The team consists of Calvin Boern-
er-Cabeceira, Grace Harrison, Mara 
Isenor, Ronald Paul, Mihir Ambati 
and Basel Syed. They are mentored 
by Krysta Peralto, Shahdab Shaheen, 
Quinton Suitor and Thomas Steele. Mr. 
Ettorre and Mr. Bell are the teachers 
that supervise and guide this club.

The First Robotics Competition 
is a national high school robotics 
competition that gives students real 
engineering experience. “It teaches us 
mechanical engineering from building 
the robot piece by piece, program-
ming because it takes a lot of work 
to have the robot do exactly what you 
want it to do, and we also learn enter-
prise skills through finding sponsors, 
donors and other people who might 
be able to help our team,” said Mara 
Isenor. “There’s also electrical compo-
nents because of all of the wiring we 
have to do.”

Thousands of teams enter the 
competition every year. This year, 
the theme is deep space, presented by 
Boeing. 

“We build and program a robot 
that is around three feet by three feet. 

The robot has to complete tasks and 
is driven by human players to achieve 
those tasks. This year, since the theme 
is deep space, we have to load a model 
spacecraft with cargo. We get points 
for exiting the habitat we start in, 
securing the hatch of a shuttle that 
has cargo in it, and ensuring that 
cargo is properly stored. It’s based on a 
ranking system,” Mara said. “We have 
an alliance with two other teams, and 
if we fill a rocket, we get a point.” 

Work is already underway and 
the team meets almost every day to 
work on their robot. They spend an 
average of three hours every time they 
meet. They started in October to find 
sponsors, and built their first model in 
December. They get six weeks to have a 
fully functional robot for the competi-
tion. The game was released on January 
5 with the objective of the game. 

The team hopes to win their first 
district competition at Durham 
College from March 1 to March 3. 
If they win this, they proceed to the 
championships in Detroit in late April. 

“We’re looking forward to a great 
season,” said Ronald Paul. 

Follow their instagram account at 
mustangs7710 to get updates on their 
progress. If you are willing to sponsor 
this team or know anyone who would 
like to sponsor them, contact them at 
frc7719@gmail.com.
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Clockwise from top left: Sara Bacon, Ruta 
Vitkauskas, Fran Keeler;  with frame: Aamina, 
Alina, and Maryam;  top right: Clarke ; two 
boys: Caden and Chase; in red suit: Lennox;  
Parks Canada mascot with friend; Justin Hayes 
holding Declyn; in vests: Selina, Sara and 
Khaushi; with ears: Guenther Grofe and grand-
daughter Isabella; in playground: Matthew, 
Claire and Laura.  Photo credit: Denise Bacon

The community 
centre gym was 

alive with music and 
dancing performed 
by seven different 

groups. 

Mother Nature creates a perfect 
day for Winterfest fun and games
Clear blue skies and golden 

sunshine drew Centennial 
residents and visitors from near 

and far to Winterfest 2019 on Saturday, 
January 26.  A variety of activities meant 
there was something for everyone at the 
Port Union Community Centre.  

Outside, vendors showcased their 
specialties, including maple taffy and 
other taste sensations as well as beautiful 
crafts.  Outdoor games made the cold 
disappear as pure joy overcame the 
children playing. 

Local residents Ben Petric and 
Kamila Ling said Winterfest creates a lot 
of happy memories for them and their 
two boys.  Having attended for three 
consecutive years, they now consider it 
a “must attend” family event.  The boys 
were pink cheeked as they spent most 
of their time outside on the rink, skate 
park and playing games.

Inside, face painting transformed 
children into tigers, butterflies and 
other beautiful creatures! The craft 
room was busy with budding artists.  
The kids were clearly enthralled with 
the free balloons, which bobbed on 
many wrists throughout the day.

The community centre gym was 
alive with music and dancing performed 
by seven different groups. Feet were 
tapping and the smiles on the audience 
faces reflected their enjoyment. 

Port Union Seniors staffed a busy 
snack bar where hamburgers, hot dogs 
and samosas were in high demand.  
Many of the kids said the food was 
one of their favourite things about the 
event!

Strong representation and support 
from our elected officials included our 
new city councillor Jennifer McKelvie, 
new MPP Vijay Thanigasalam and 
veteran MP Gary Anandasangaree who 
engaged closely with local constituents.

Long-time Centennial resident Pam 
Collins brought her daughter and two 
grandchildren to Winterfest and it was 
hard to tell who was having the most 
fun!

Young girls, Alina, Aamina and 
Maryam enjoyed gathering with friends 
and eating all the goodies, especially the 
candy floss.

Etobicoke resident Debbie Matthews 
checked Toronto.com on Saturday 
morning to find a fun activity.  She 
drove from Burnhamthorpe Rd. & 
Hwy 427 to Port Union after seeing 
Winterfest listed.  She and her daughter, 
Kate, felt it was well worth the drive to 
Scarborough! 

Port Union Winterfest is one of 
the events showcasing the beautiful 
community in which we live by 
bringing people together to share a 
wonderful experience. Thank you to 
the many sponsors and volunteers who 
made it a great success!

By Denise Bacon

Tyler Forkes
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“There is no way to undo the past, but with this 
historic settlement we can begin to write a new 
chapter together where trust is rebuilt, treaty 
rights are celebrated and our ongoing treaty 
relationship is strengthened”.

In November 2018, Carolyn Bennett, Federal 
Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations, issued 
that statement as part of an apology on behalf 
of the Canadian government for the negative 
impacts of the 1923 Williams Treaties on seven 
Ontario First Nations. Through the treaties, 
the government had acquired three enormous 
parcels of land in southern and central Ontario 
totaling 12,944,400 acres, stretching as far north 
as Sudbury and east to Pembroke. 

The minister’s apology followed the September 
settlement of a land claim called the Alderville 
litigation, first filed in 1992 by seven Williams 
Treaties First Nations. It resolved longstanding 
disputes and acknowledged that the Crown did 
not act honourably when making the treaties. The 
negotiated settlement included financial compen-
sation, recognition of harvesting and land rights, 
and additional reserve lands. 

Included in the Williams Treaties, yet not part 
of that 2018 settlement, is the Rouge Tract Claim, 
submitted in 2015 to the governments of Ontario 
and Canada by the Mississaugas of the New Credit 
First Nations. The Mississaugas claim aboriginal 
title to the Rouge River Valley Tract (see map) and 
are seeking return of these lands. 

The Rouge Tract (in which Centennial/West 
Rouge is located) was purportedly “surrendered” to 
the Crown by ancestors of the Mississauga nations 
in the 1788 Johnson-Butler Purchase, also known 
as the Gunshot Treaty. It was so named because 

land was claimed as far back from the north shore 
of Lake Ontario as one could hear a gunshot. The 
treaty included the north shore of Lake Ontario 
from the Trent to the Etobicoke River. 

Poorly documented, there are few written 
records for the Gunshot Treaty. The partially 
blank deed did not contain a description of 
the lands, and spaces were left, presumably to 
be filled in after proper surveys. Documents 
about the Gunshot Treaty include transcripts 
based on both Euro-Canadian observers and 
Aboriginal oral traditions. They show a clash of 
cultures resulting in varying interpretations of 
the agreement. Even with an interpreter, there is 
some doubt that the concept of land “surrender” 
translated to Ojibway, and it may well have been 
understood as “shared”. 

In 1837, Mississauga Ojibwa Chief John 
Sunday told the story of the Gunshot Treaty to 
a British Commission as handed down through 
generations of his ancestors. According to Sunday, 
it was not intended that his people be deprived of 
their privileges of hunting, trapping and fishing, 
as it was a source of their livelihood. 

Questions about the validity of the Gunshot 
Treaty remained until the 1923 negotiation of 

the Williams Treaties. Even though the Missis-
saugas of the Credit made claims that this land 
had never been surrendered, the appointed treaty 
commissioners added Gunshot Treaty lands 
to the negotiations. Then, with much of the 
property already being used by the province, the 
governments moved quickly to secure Williams 
Treaty lands for a fraction of their value. Hunting 
and fishing rights were surrendered on off-reserve 
lands. 

The Mississaugas of the Credit were not a 
signatory of the Williams Treaty and were 
unaware that part of their territory was under 
discussion. In their 2015 claim, they maintain 
unextinguished aboriginal title to the Rouge 
River Valley Tract.

Land claims are a long process, and can take 
years following submission to be accepted for 
negotiation. While waiting for a decision, we can 
reflect on the Williams Treaties apology and its 
plea to “acknowledge past wrongs and the mul-
tifaceted impacts of colonialism”. Awareness and 
understanding of the Rouge claim are one step 
on the path towards healing relationships with 
Indigenous peoples and our collective journey 
towards reconciliation.

Rouge tract land claim a step 
towards reconciliation
By Janice Bennink 

It has been said many times that 
Canadians are all Treaty people. 

Many of our ancestors, including the 
traders, the explorers, the farmers, and 
undeniably among them the wretched, the 
dispossessed and the starving, were part of 
a massive European migration to the new 
world. For myriad reasons, 
they embraced hope and 
boarded Imperialist ships 
to sail across the sea to a 
land of plenty. Upon arrival, 
they were welcomed by 
Indigenous peoples in the 
spirit of sharing the land. 

The English Crown 
negotiated with Sovereign Indigenous 
Nations (in Toronto and vicinity, the Missis-
saugas of the Credit) to gain title to the land. 
But the Crown didn’t get it right. The deals 
weren’t done fairly and truly, and because 
Canadians and Torontonians are Treaty 
people, we need to fix that.

Because we’re Treaty people, we need 
to approach the current land claim with 
humility and in the spirit of the 94 Calls to 
Action delivered by the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission. Because we’re Treaty 

people, we need to tread lightly on the 
Scarborough lands, including the rich and 
unique ecosystem at the waters’ edge, and 
the glorious Rouge Valley. With the gift of 
sight, let us acknowledge the layers on the 
land, and respect the ancient civilizations 
that have come before us.

~ Jane Fairburn

Jane Fairburn is the author of the award 
-winning book, Along the Shore: 
Rediscovering Toronto’s Waterfront 
Heritage. Along the Shore examines the 
history, landscape and people of Toronto’s 
lakefront, with four chapters devoted to the 
Indigenous history of Toronto’s First people. 

Jane lives in the Scarborough Bluffs. She 
is currently involved in the fight to preserve 
Scarborough’s Grey Abbey Beach, part of the 
last remaining natural stretch of sand on the 
mainland of Toronto.

Because we’re Treaty people,  
we need to tread lightly on the  
Scarborough lands...

Page one of the 1923 Williams Treaty that transferred Rouge 
tract land and rights to the Crown for a modest lump sum. 
Photo: Libary and Archives Canada

Municipal boundaries related to the Rouge Tract Claim, submitted in 2015. 
Courtesy of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation
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Holiday Closures: Family Day on 
February 18, 2019. 

Upcoming Programs  
 
Toddler Time continues to be 
offered on Wednesdays, from 
10:30-11:00 a.m. This free weekly 
program runs until Feb. 27 and 
includes songs, stories, rhymes and 
fingerplays for toddlers from 19 
months to 3 years, with their parent 
or caregiver. There is a limit of 15 
toddlers. Please check with staff to 
see if there is still space for you to 
join in.

Please save the date!  We will be 
hosting a March Break program for 
families on Tues. March 12 from 
2:00-3:00 p.m.  There are more details 
on www.torontopubliclibrary.ca.

Monday Night at the Movies is 
a weekly program for adults and it 
is held from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Come 
to enjoy some great films and meet 
new people. The movies are free and 
you are welcome to bring your own 
refreshments. 
          
Knitting and Crocheting Drop-In 
is held on Saturday mornings, from 
9:30-11:30 a.m. You can come and 
start a fun new hobby. Volunteers are 
available to help you learn new skills 
and untangle difficult stitches.  A 
variety of pattern books and magazines 
are available to borrow. There will not 
be a program on Sat., Feb. 16. 

The Museum and Arts Pass (MAP) 
allows your family to explore some of 
Toronto’s cultural and arts treasures 
for free. Passes are available to adult 
library card holders beginning on 
Saturdays at 9 a.m. At the Port Union 
Library, MAP Passes are distributed 
for the Art Gallery of Ontario, the 
Toronto History Museums and the 
Textile Museum of Canada.

For more program information, 
consult our “What’s On” publi-
cation, visit the website at www.
torontopubliclibrary.ca or phone 
Answerline at 416-393-7131. 

Submitted by Seema Datta, Senior 
Library Assistant, Port Union Library
416-393-7131.

HOURS
Monday 10:00 - 8:30
Tuesday 12:30 - 8:30
Wednesday 10:00 - 6:00
Thursday 12:30 - 8:30
Friday 10:00 - 6:00
Saturday            9:00 - 5:00
                                                         

Community 

End of an era as florist shop closes
By Kathy McGrath

They tried to create the type of store they 
would like to shop in themselves.  That 
strategy worked in spades for Cheryl 
Kostka, owner of Audrey’s Flowers, 
and her mother Audrey Parker.

The business, run by the mother-
daughter duo, has been the go-to 
place in the neighbourhood for flower 
arrangements and gifts to commemo-
rate life’s important milestones, both 
happy and sad.

But after 39 years in the business, 
Cheryl and Audrey, who is 85, 
decided to close their shop at the end 
of January.  They say retirement will 
give them time to enjoy their large 
family and to travel.  

Audrey started the family dynasty 
with florist shops on Kingston Road 
and in Highland Creek before Cheryl 
opened the shop at Port Union Road 
and Lawrence Avenue 22 years ago.  

Reflecting on their legacy in the 

community, Audrey says they will 
miss their regular customers with 
whom they often exchanged hugs.   
“Cheryl knew everyone’s names and 
what they ordered and for who,” 
Audrey remarked.

“It’s incredible to think we’ve been 
on thousands of peoples’ dinner tables 
at Christmas time, “ she said, referring 

to the many festive bouquets they sold. 
Audrey and Cheryl said they’ve 

been too busy to think much about 
life beyond the shop, but will have 
time to reflect later this month while 
they are visiting Cheryl’s son in  
California. 

We wish you well ladies!  Thanks 
for the memories.

Audrey Parker, left, and daughter Cheryl Kostka will have more time  to smell the roses. 
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Councillor Jennifer McKelvie

Ward 25 constituency office open at Civic Centre
In January, I joined with the 
local Tamil community at several 
community receptions to celebrate 
Thai Pongal and Tamil Heritage 
Month. Thai Pongal, a harvest festival 
dedicated to the Sun God, is one 
of the most important festivals cel-
ebrated by Tamil people. The most 
memorable event was interacting with 
local community members on January 
16 at Mayor John Tory’s annual Thai 
Pongal Reception at Scarborough 
Civic Centre. 

The new year also celebrated the 
opening of a full-time Ward 25 Con-
stituency Office at Scarborough Civic 
Centre. Located on the second floor, 
my Constituency Relations team is 
available Monday to Friday from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The building is transit 
friendly for all Ward 25 residents, and 
free parking is available for constitu-
ents with a pre-booked appointment. 
To book an appointment please call 
416-338-3771 or email us at council-
lor_mckelvie@toronto.ca. As needed 
and to ensure I remain accessible, I 
am also happy to meet with residents 
at their homes or local community 
centres.

I want to draw your attention 
to 311 Toronto. This simple, three-
digit phone number, connects you to 
customer service representatives 24 
hours a day, seven days a week.  You 
can call 311 or visit www.toronto.
ca/311 to obtain information about 
City of Toronto services or programs 
or to make a service request. Using 
311 you can:

•	 Report winter issues for icy 
city sidewalks, bus stops and 
walkways;

•	 Report snow blocked 
driveways, snow piled too high 
and snow plow damage;

•	 Report garbage, oversized item, 
recycling, green bin or yard 
waste not picked up;

•	 Request pickup of household 
hazardous waste;

•	 Order, exchange or report 
damage to a city-issued green, 
garbage or recycling bin;

•	 Report graffiti or litter;
•	 Report potholes, road and 

sidewalk damage;
•	 Address water-related issues, 

including requests to turn off 
water to your property;

•	 Request dead animal pickup 

or city tree planting/pruning;
•	 Report issues involving private 

property misuse or property 
standards, including lack of 
maintenance. 

311 can offer assistance in more 
than 180 languages. When contact-
ing 311, please obtain your reference 
number. If you are unsatisfied with 
the outcome, you are always welcome 
to contact my Constituency Office 
and we can look into escalating the 
file.    

Finally, if you believe you have 
been treated unfairly in your dealings 
with the city or are unsatisfied with 
how city staff handled your problem, 
another alternative is Ombudsman 
Toronto. This independent office 

investigates complaints about unfair-
ness in delivery of City of Toronto 
services after efforts to resolve the 
issue have failed. The office’s services 
are confidential, free and for everyone. 
For more information on how to make 
a complaint, visit www.ombudsman-
toronto.ca or call 416-392-7062.

I’d like to congratulate CCRA, 
other local community associa-
tions, and the volunteer organizing 
committee for another great Port 
Union Winterfest. Our team enjoyed 
speaking with local residents at our 
booth as we served hot apple cider. 

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie with local community members at Mayor John Tory’s Thai Pongal Reception 
in January. Toronto is ready

for winter weather
The city ensures its roads and 
sidewalks are clear and safe after 
a snowfall with more than 1,500 
personnel, 600 snow plows, 300 
sidewalk plows, 200 salt trucks, 
and 400 pickup and dump trucks. 
When the snow begins to fall, salt 
trucks head out to expressways 
and main roads. Local roads and 
laneways are salted soon after-
wards. The clearing is usually 
finished between 14 and 16 hours 
after a storm ends. 

Here in Centennial, the 
sidewalks are plowed but property 
owners are responsible for clearing 
steps, landings, walks, driveways, 
parking spaces and ramps within 
24 hours of a snowfall. 
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MPP Vijay Thanigasalam

Looking for input to improve auto insurance system  
It was a busy January for me and I’m 
excited to share with you some of the 
events I attended. What’s the new 
year without a skate? I attended the 
3rd Annual Scarborough New Year’s 
Skating Party and was thrilled to see 
so many families brave the cold to 
come out and have a good time. I was 
ecstatic to join Milanos Grill on the 
grand opening of their second location 
in Scarborough. In addition, I joined 
West Rouge Community Association 
for a board meeting to discuss various 
pressing issues. 

I met with the Tony Stacey Centre 
for Veterans Care with Council-
lor Jennifer McKelvie and MP 
Gary Anandasangaree to discuss the 
upcoming plans for the centre and 
how the different levels of government 
can assist with this. I had an interest-

ing tour of the SAAAC Autism Centre 
and was able to see the great work they 

do for the community. At the office, 
I got the chance to meet with the 

Citizen Climate Lobby Organization 
where we discussed the various ways 
our government can ensure a sustain-
able future. I also had the opportu-
nity to meet with TTC riders and 
had a productive discussion about 
the importance of transportation in 
Scarborough–Rouge Park. 

As many of you may know, 
January was Tamil Heritage Month 
and Scarborough–Rouge Park has 
the highest concentration of Tamils 
in Ontario. I was happy to attend 
the Tamil Heritage Month Opening 
Ceremony hosted by the Canadian 
Tamil Heritage Society and the 
World Tamilology Conference 2019 
hosted by the National Council 

of Canadian Tamils. My staff and I 
also hosted a Tamil Heritage Month 
Open House where we served the tra-
ditional “Pongal” treat and showcased 
traditional art to constituents. Mayor 
John Tory also hosted a Thai Pongal 
Celebration at the Scarborough Civic 
Centre, which I had the honour of 
attending.

I met with the mayor alongside 
other Toronto MPPs to discuss the 
various issues Torontonians face. 
We talked about the importance 
of building transit in Scarborough, 
which remains a top priority for me. 
The province has just announced 
$185 million in funding to the City 
of Toronto to improve transit projects. 
This investment will help improve the 
commute for many constituents who 
use the TTC. We also discussed the 
significance of ensuring safer neigh-
bourhoods. Both levels of government 
hope to move faster to accomplish 
these things and I look forward to 
tackling these issues.

Our government announced the 
latest steps to get auto insurance costs 
under control. Auto insurance rates 
in Ontario are among the highest in 
the country and action is needed. We 
want to hear directly from drivers, 
consumers and businesses on how 
to improve Ontario’s auto insurance 
system. This consultation is an oppor-
tunity for Ontario drivers to have their 
say on how we can modernize our 
system and cut red tape. You can have 
your say by visiting bit.ly/2QCrRot 
and sharing your input no later than 
February 15.

My staff and I are always here to help. 
We can be contacted at 416-283-8448 
or vijay.thanigasalamco@pc.ola.org. 
The Constituency Office is located at 
105 – 8130 Sheppard Ave. East.

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam meeting with the TTC Riders organization at the Constituency Office. 
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MP Gary Anandasangaree

Canada’s first-ever National Anti-Racism Strategy  
Happy February, Centennial! 
It’s hard to believe that we’re 
already one month through 2019!   

National Anti-Racism Strategy
Over the past year in my role as Par-
liamentary Secretary to the Minister 
of Canadian Heritage and Multicul-
turalism, I have had the privilege of 
working closely with communities 
across our country to help develop 
Canada’s first-ever National Anti-
Racism Strategy. 

From Saint John’s to Saskatoon 
to Squamish, the National Anti- 
Racism Strategy will look to under-
stand racism in Canada as it relates 
to employment and income supports, 
social participation and justice. By 
identifying the issues that relate to 
racism, our government can generate 
a meaningful, long-term Anti- 
Racism Strategy that can be used to 
address the root causes of racism in 
Canada from coast to coast to coast.  

Climate Action Incentive
From unprecedented severe flooding to 
unseasonable seismic storms, countries 
around the world are beginning to feel 
the very real and very dangerous effects 
of climate change. Our government 
understands that by putting a price 

on the thing Canadians don’t want ‒ 
pollution, Canadians will get more of 
what they do want ‒  climate action 
that helps protect our environment.

Starting this year, Ontario residents 
will receive the Climate Action 
Incentive payment along with their 
tax returns. The Climate Action 
Incentive encourages clean growth 
and a more sustainable future while 
at the same time empowering choice 
among consumers. 

All revenues raised through the 
Climate Action Incentive will go 
directly back into the province from 
which they were raised. Here in 
Ontario, a family of four will receive 
$307 through the Climate Action 
Incentive this year. Eight out of 10 
families will receive more money 
through the Climate Action Incentive 
than they paid. By working to stop 
the harmful effects of climate change, 
our actions will help ensure a healthier 
planet and safer world for everyone. 
 
Black History Month 
On Saturday, February 23, I would 
like to extend to you and your family 
an invitation to join my team at the 
Church of the Nativity (10 Sewells 
Road, Scarborough) from 11:30 a.m.  
– 1:00 p.m. as we celebrate Black 
History Month. 

Our Black History Month celebra-
tion will highlight Black history, arts 
and culture, and will include presenta-
tions from several influential speakers 
and community organizations. All are 
welcome to attend!

For those of you who would like 
to connect with my team, I encourage 
you to contact my office at 416-283-
1414 or Gary.Anand@parl.gc.ca. We 
are always happy to hear your ideas, 
assist you with various federal services 
or answer any questions you may have.

 
 

Next month we will 
be having our first 

question and answer format with our MP. Please 
send any questions you have on federal issues to 
news4ccra@gmail.com and we will send them 
to Gary to be answered in our March issue. The 
deadline is Feb. 11. More details about this on 
page 2.

Staff and students from Sir Oliver Mowat C.I. joined local Member of Parliament Gary Anandasangaree 
during the federal government’s anti-racism roundtable discussion in Scarborough. 

ASK 
YOUR 

MP
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Exercise of the Month

Some shovelling safety tips
By Wendy Robinson, CSEP-CPT

Softy falling, fluffy white snowflakes, cold crisp 
air that turns our noses red and cheeks pink. 
Snow so cold it crunches and squeaks beneath 
your feet as you walk. A winter wonderland has 
fallen and it’s beautiful – until you have to shovel 
it. Most shovelling injuries, including falls, are 
preventable by using some common sense and 
preparation. 

1. Wear appropriate footwear. Flat-soled 
boots are better than high-heeled boots, 
running shoes or dress shoes.

2. Purchase a shovel that fits your size. Check 
the weight and balance of the shovel 
before you buy. If it feels heavy and 
awkward in the store, it will be worse 
once you have snow on it. Sometime 
the inexpensive one is better because it’s 
lighter and it doesn’t shovel as much at 
one time. 

3. Pace yourself. You are less likely to slip 
and fall. It’s easier to maintain your 
balance on a slippery surface when you 
work away at it steadily. Consider shovel-
ling twice if a large amount is expected to 
fall instead of trying to do it all at once. 

4. Don’t shovel if you have had recent illnesses 
involving hospitalization. Check with your 
doctor and pay heed to what is said about 
your physical condition, especially if you 
have a heart or lung condition.

5. Start a cardio program (150 minutes 
minimum per week) at least a couple 
of months before the snow starts to fly. 

6. Dress for the weather and length of time you 
are going to be outside. Layers are the best.

7. Hydrate. You sweat almost as much in 
the winter cold as you do in the summer 
heat.

8. Practise the proper form of shovelling. Plant 
one foot at an angle and throw the snow 
in that direction. Bend at the knees and 
lift the shovel filled with snow, then 
release it in the direction of the planted 
foot. Do not lift the snow with straight 
legs as this means you are lifting with 
your back and likely twisting as you 
release the snow.

9. Before you start shovelling, do a little 
warm-up so your muscles are more 
elastic and ready for the exercise. 

Wendy Robinson is a Personal Trainer and Fitness 
Consultant at the Port Union Fitness Centre.
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Toronto Zoo

Meet Charlie, the baby Western Lowland Gorilla
By Wanda Wierzbicki 

Charlie is the newest member of the 
critically endangered Western Lowland 
Gorilla troop at the Toronto Zoo. 

Born on June 7, 2018, to Ngosi and 
Charles, Charlie’s sex was not deter-
mined for over a week because Ngosi 
did not let anyone – gorilla or human 
– get close enough to see her.  A week 
later, the zoo held a  gender reveal 
party and announced that Charlie was 
a female. 

The Toronto Zoo’s Western 
Lowland Gorilla troop is made up of 
seven gorillas. 

Charles, Charlie’s father, was born 
in West Africa in 1972 and came to 
the Toronto Zoo as a young orphan. 
He is now 47 years old and in his 
golden years, which means that he is 
less active with his offspring than he 
used to be. He weighs more than 410 
lbs. but is actually shy and peaceful. 
He is the silverback male of the troop 
and a poster boy for the Toronto Zoo. 
He has fathered 10 offspring. In 1995, 
Charles achieved fame and raised 
$40,000 towards his new habitat with 
the exhibition and sale of his abstract 
expressionist paintings.

Ngosi, Charlie’s mother, was born 
in 1998 and is sweet, gentle and 
confident.  Charlie is her third child. 

Nneka, Charlie’s older sister, was 
born in 2014. She is still considered a 
gorilla toddler and sometimes runs to 
her mother. She is shy but also curious 
and likes to explore.  Nneka is a good 
big sister to Charlie and was the first 
one to be allowed to hold her. 

Nassir, Charlie’s older brother, was 
born in 2009.  He is still considered a 
gorilla youngster. He was a good big 
brother to Nneka.   

Josephine is 48 years old and the 
oldest female in the troop. She was 
born in 1971 and is very intelligent, 
observing and noticing everything. She 
often uses tools and will sometimes 
pick up items accidentally left by the 
keepers.  She will usually trade these 

back in exchange for a treat, although 
they may no longer be in one piece.  

Johari was born in 2001 to 
Josephine and Charles. She has a good 
bond with her mother, even though 
she was hand-raised because Josephine 
did not produce enough milk. Johari is 
the only gorilla in the troop that loves 
stuffed animals.

Sadiki was born in 2005 to 
Samantha (who died 2007 at age 37) 
and Charles. Sadiki is outgoing and 
energetic with a dominant personality 
and is almost as large as his father. He 
is maturing into a silverback but is still 
at the in-between stage where he wants 
the respect a silverback deserves but 
sometimes acts like a kid. He lives in 
a bachelor group with Nassir. 

Gorilla offspring at the zoo are tra-
ditionally given a name that starts with 
the same letter as their mother’s name, 
but the keepers decided that after 10 
offspring it was time to honour the 
patriarch Charles, who has proven 
himself to be a good father and troop 
leader. 

By September Charlie had nine 
teeth and she started stealing Ngosi’s 
cucumber, apple or carrots to try.  She 

has started to forage for food, following 
the lead of her mother and sister. The 
zoo provides “enrichment” experiences 
that reflect natural behaviour and give 
the animals mental stimulation.

In October, when Charlie was 4 
months old, the keepers observed 
that Ngosi started to allow older 
sister Nneka to hold Charlie.  Ngosi 
would walk by Nneka and “drop off” 

Charlie, almost as if she was asking her 
to babysit. 

On Boxing Day, Charlie, like a typical 
toddler, had more fun with the box her 
treat came in than with her present.  
   Charlie, Ngosi, Charles, Nneka, 
Nassir, Sadiki, Johari and Josephine 
can be observed in the African Rain-
forest Pavilion at the Toronto Zoo.  

Charlie was born at the Toronto Zoo on June 7, 2018, to Ngosi and Charles.
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COMMUNIT Y  E VENTS  C ALENDAR
Organizer Event Date & Location Event Details Contact

CCRA CCRA executive meeting Tuesday, February 5th  at 7:15 pm 
Port Union Community Centre

Please feel free to attend and find out what the CCRA is working on for the 
betterment of your community. www.ccranews.com

St. Dunstan Anglican Church Valentine luncheon  
and fashion show

Tuesday, February 12, at 1:00 pm
St. Dunstan of Canterbury Anglican Church

Valentine Charcuterie luncheon and Tanjay/Alia fashion show.  
Tickets are $20.

416-283-1844 
www.stdunstan.ca

Scarborough Garden & 
Horticultural Society

Free Presentation  
“Garden of Regrets”

Wednesday, February 13 from 7 - 9 pm   
Scarborough Village Recreation Centre

General Meeting/Free Presentation “Garden of Regrets” a humorous talk on 
planting by well known Helen Battersby. Guests welcome . www.gardenontario.org

Dinner and a Song
Mike McKenna & 
Slidewinder

Friday, February 15,  from 5:30 - 10 pm 
Stone Cottage Pub

Mike’s current band, Mike McKenna and Slidewinder features Tom 
Robertson on guitar, harmonica and vocals, Hap Roderman on bass and Rob 
Kirkpatrick on drums. Tickets are $45 for concert and three-course meal.

416- 265-7932

Probus Club of Scarborough 
Tuesday

Terrence Morrison on 
Memories of the Kilt

Tuesday, February 19, from 10 am to 12 pm
St. Dunstan of Canterbury Anglican Church

The Probus Club Speaker Series presents Terrence Morrison on Memories of 
the Kilt.  Members are free, guest fee $5 at the door ann266@sympatico.ca

CCRA
70s Dance to celebrate the 
CCRA’s 70th anniversary!

Saturday, March 30, from 8 to 11 pm
West Rouge Community Centre

Champagne Reception, Buffet Dinner, Prizes for “best 70s Outfit”, DJ to 
play your favourite 70s tunes.  Call us to reserve your seat.  Tables of 8 also 
available

Heather Lemieux 416-284-4751

West Hill - Highland Creek 
Lions Club Membership Meet & Greet Last Tuesday of the month 

7  pm,  Heron Park CC., 292 Manse Rd. Meeting and drop-in of the Lions Club Membership Chair, 416-282-7202 
website: www.lionsclub.ca

Port Union Seniors Port Union Seniors Centre Monday to Friday, 9 am - 4 pm, Port Union CRC, 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East Drop-in activities and classes for Seniors 416-396-4034

Cancer Support Group Breast Cancer Support Last Wednesday of the month Support group for women with Breast Cancer Marilyn 416-284-9984

2nd Highland Creek Scouts 2nd Highland Creek 
Scouting Groups

Beavers and Cubs Tuesday;  Scouts, Venturers and 
Rovers Thursday.- Charlottetown Jr. PS

Scouts weekly meetings focusing on outdoor activities, special guests,  
community outings & weekend camps. Barbara Broadley 416-724-0416

To submit your community event, email details to:  webmaster@ccranews.com

The dealine for  
advertising submissions is the 10th of the  

previous month
Email Kelsey Dorval at  ccra-advertising@hotmail.com  

Advertisers
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Distribution

Thanks to those who stepped in to help
Wanda Wierzbicki 

Now that we are firmly settled 
into the winter season, it 
doesn’t seem so bad. The days 
are getting longer and the sun 
(when we see it) is out longer.  
As of mid-January we haven’t 
had much snow, which makes 

walking outside (delivering the newspaper) 
easier. Most days have been quite pleasant but 
I am already looking forward to spring and 
our Spring Dance and Volunteer Appreciation 
evening.

Last month I mentioned that a number 
of distributors were off to warmer climates 
resulting in temporary vacancies in our dis-
tribution network. A number of people have 
stepped forward and volunteered to pick up 
an additional route. At this time I would like 

to thank the following people: Denise Bacon 
(2 routes), Mark Campbell,  Erin and Wade 
Cole, Rob Elbertsen,  Zinta Erdmanis,  Lori 
Gagnon, Karen Heisz,  Betty Karsh and 
Kathy Rowe. Many of these people are on the 
CCRA executive, which just proves the saying 
that when you need help, ask a busy person. 
Thank you!

At this time we have one permanent distri-
bution route available on Lawson Ave., from the 
Tony Stacey Centre to Meadowvale – only 30 
houses. This route takes less than 45 minutes 
to distribute. If you know of a student who 
is looking for volunteer hours, this is a great 
opportunity. Students receive volunteer hours 
for distributing the CCRA Centennial News 10 
times per year. It is also a great opportunity for 
a retired person to get some steps in and meet 
their neighbours. If you are interested, please 
send me an email at distribution@ccranews.com 

Wanda  
Wierzbicki

Fran Keeler  continued from page 1

Fran recalled walking to Port 
Union Road to pick mushrooms in 
the early days when Port Union was 
still a two-lane dirt road. She used 
to walk up to Highway 2 every day 
to catch the Grey Coach bus to get 
to her job at an insurance company 
downtown. This walk was one of the 
catalysts that got Fran driving!

An interesting tidbit shared by Fran 
was that Centennial Road is the wide 
boulevard we enjoy today because 
Johns Manville built it to accommo-
date the big trucks that travelled to 
and from its plant near the lake. 

She spoke fondly about Bill 
Dempsey, the founding president of 
CCRA, who fought for them many 
years ago to avoid having the city create 
an easement through their backyard. 
She and Ken knew Bill well and appre-
ciated his work and advocacy for the 
neighbourhood. 

Fran talked about sharing a 
telephone party line with three neigh-
bours. She recalled lifting the receiver 
to make a call only to hear a neigh-
bour’s voice asking her to hang up! The 
frustration led to Fran getting a private 
line, a bit of a luxury at the time. 

When asked about the secret to her 
zest for life, Fran effused about being 
active. She is an avid “crossworder” 
and captain of her bowling team at 
a weekly league. A lawn service looks 
after mowing her property, but Fran 
does her own housekeeping, gardening 
and snow shovelling. She doesn’t want 
to wait for someone to shovel her 
driveway when she wants to go out, 
so she does it herself! 

Fran loves the Centennial neigh-
bourhood and spends most of her 
time here, patronizing local shops and 
enjoying the peaceful lifestyle.

Happy 91st birthday, Fran! Keep 
on trucking!
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Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off at the main office in the 
Port Union Community Centre. 

OR  Join right now online at  
www.ccranews.com

CCRA 2019 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail with your annual household fee of $15.  
To join online, go to www.ccranews.com to join with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.

Centennial Community  
and Recreation Association 
5450 Lawrence Avenue East,  
Scarborough ON M1C3B2

Website: www.ccranews.com

Facebook.com/ccranews

Twitter @ccranews

Email: news4ccra@gmail.com

Your 2019 membership supports Centennial eventsIt’s a new year  
for memberships! 

Thank you to the 
many residents 
who have already 
purchased their 
2019 member-
ships. I’d like to 
make an appeal 
to all residents to 

please get your CCRA memberships 
as early as possible this year. The $15 
annual fee covers the whole family.

Membership helps to keep us all 
connected as a community through 
this newspaper and events like Win-
terfest, the Port Union Waterfront 
Festival, the Summer Concert Series, 
Earth Day, the Spring Dance and the 
Pumpkin Parade. CCRA also gives 
financial support to local causes like 
the CCRA William Dempsey Award 
for a Mowat student and Scouts. Last 
year, CCRA made a donation to the 
Tony Stacey Centre for a much-needed 
new bed for a resident.

Importantly, too, a strong mem-
bership base gives CCRA an effective 
voice to advocate for our community 
with developers, politicians and city 
planners. 
    The Centennial community is truly 
a gem in Toronto. Please get your 
CCRA membership and support this 
beautiful place we call home!
   You can drop off or mail your 
membership form to Port Union 
Community Centre (address below) 
or get your membership online at  
www.ccranews.com.

There is a smart phone, and there’s a smart dog. 
Our family pet, Lilo, is certainly smart to stay 
home by the fire while others freeze outside. 
Photo credit:  Mario Dimain 

Denise Bacon


