
CENTENNIAL NEWS FEATURE - WINTERFEST 2020

Clockwise from top left:  Lauren’s family enjoys the photo booth sponsored by Heather Lemieux; Charlie was one of many children 
who enjoyed the face painting; residents relax at the new beer tasting trailer;  Councillor Jennifer McKelvie, MP Gary Anandasanga-
ree, MPP Vijay Thanigasalam, Elsa and Heather Lemieux (aka Minnie Mouse); volunteer Jean Pinto helps prepare food for the masses; 
Toronto paramedic M.J. Braaksma, Toronto Police Officer K. Papadoulos, Tracy Forsyth and Councillor Jennifer McKelvie. 
Bottom: Student volunteer Vimukthi oversees the ring toss; Nancy and Grace Harrison get in on the fun.

Right Page:   
Clockwise from top left:  Wanda 
Wierzbicki and Rob Elbertsen at the CCRA 
information table; Elsa with her young 
guest: children enjoy the outdoor “axe 
throwing” game; Harrison tasted taffy 
from vendor La Sucrerie du Violoneux: 
Josie savoured candy floss provided by 
MPP Vijay Thanigasalam, musical group 
Kennedy Station entertained the crowds. 
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Winterfest 
brought a dash 
of warmth in 
January!

With the massive success 
of the Frozen movies, it’s 
no surprise that Olaf and 
Elsa were a huge hit at 
this year’s Winterfest.  As 
soon as the two charac-
ters walked into the Port 
Union Community 
Centre they were 

mobbed by adoring fans.  Here, Olaf 
gets friendly with a young visitor.

By Denise Bacon 

W
interfest brought much 
warmth to Port Union Com-
munity Centre on January 
25. As always, this remains 

a must-attend event for families and 
friends from the community and be-
yond. 

Janeal and Stephen Orr moved into 
Centennial last fall with their young 
family and they’re thrilled to live in 
such a community-focused neighbour-
hood. Winterfest showcased to them 
that they made the right decision to 
move into the area! 

Shaun and Melissa DeSouza searched 
out highlights like balloon animals and 
face painting for their two little boys. 
Shaun follows CCRA on Instagram 
and keeps up with all CCRA events.

“It has cotton candy!” effused 5 
½-year-old Madison who was leading 
3-year-old brother, Ritson, and their 
mum and dad around the community 
centre. 

Little girls, especially, were agog 
to see Elsa from the movie “Frozen.” 
The surprise visit of Elsa and Olaf, the 
snowman, made the dreams of many 
children come true. “That’s the real 

Elsa, you know!” said 3-year-old Char-
lie who couldn’t get enough hugs from 
her hero.

Local vendors offered interesting 
products and services from handmade 
stuffies to accounting services. They 
braved the drizzle and cold and added 
a nice dimension to the event. 

The hall was filled for most of the 
day as musicians and dancers enter-
tained the crowd. The audience kept 
busy throughout with toe tapping, 
smiles and applause! 

The beer garden this year was a big 
hit. People gathered around gas-fired 
warming stations to have a drink and 
chat. Tonia Rendell and her friends 
loved the ambiance of this area. “This 
adds a nice element to the rest of the 
festival,” said Tonia. She had come to 
Winterfest years ago and came back this 
year because she heard about this new 
attraction from friends.

Thanks to Jake Forsyth and to the 
many students, community members 
and Port Union Seniors who volun-
teered their time and enthusiasm to 
make Winterfest a success.  

We can all look forward to celebrat-
ing the Silver Anniversary (25 years) of 
Winterfest in 2021!


