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Local author pens clever sci-fi farce

Nicholas de Kruyff holds his first published book, Slippery Times, on the back deck of his Centennial home where he sometimes writes while his dog, Lily, 
drops chewed soccer balls at his feet.   Photo: Kathy McGrath
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Our street signs
have a new look
By Kathy Rowe

Back in October 2019, the CCRA 
executive was looking for ways to give 
the Centennial community a visual 
boost and a marked identity. Ideas 
ranged from “Welcome to Centenni-
al” signposts at our borders to brand-
ed community benches at our bus 
stops.  Further discussions gave way 
to the idea of replacing the old and 
somewhat inconsistent street signs to 
a whole new design that would carry 
throughout the community. 

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie sup-
ported the idea of new street signs and 
made us aware of the neighbourhood 
project unit of Transportation Ser-
vices. This unit looks after streetscape 
improvements and the CCRA was 
fortunate to benefit from these city-
allocated funds.

A CCRA subcommittee was 
struck and after consultation with the 
city and our board a design for our 
street signs was chosen. The design 
was submitted just ahead of the city 
deadline so that the funds could be 
made available. By this time, how-
ever, the pandemic was in full swing 
and we were told to expect delays in 
putting them up. 

There are approximately 290 road 
signs in Centennial and we knew 
this would take time. So I’m happy 
to report that right now the old Cen-
tennial Road signs are starting to be 
replaced with the new ones and they 
look wonderful.

As you can see in the photo, the 
letter “t” in the word Centennial has 
a wave-like line through it. This sym-
bolizes Lake Ontario, an important 
feature in our waterfront community. 
On the left side of the lower portion 
of the sign, the city decided to place 
the City of Scarborough flag. Nice 
touch!

I want to give many thanks to past 
CCRA board member Kelsey Dorval 
and current CCRA board members 
Heather Lemieux and Jeff Forsyth for 
seeing this project through. I also want 
to thank Councillor Jennifer McKel-
vie for her guidance on this initiative. 

By Julie Kish

Centennial resident Nicholas de Kruyff says 
holding a copy of his first published novel is 
a “surreal experience.” He beams as he flips 
through the pages of Slippery Times, a highly 

entertaining and wildly imaginative science fiction farce.
“I’ve always been a writer, but I didn’t make writing 

a priority until five years ago,” Nick said. He enjoyed 
writing stories when he attended Charlottetown Public 
School and Sir Oliver Mowat Collegiate and has never 
forgotten the time his Grade 8 teacher praised his work 
and told him he should be a writer. 

But in high school, Nick moved in a different direc-
tion and became a “Mowat drama kid.” His passion for 
acting led him to study theatre and creative writing at 
York University, where he met his wife. 

During the 1990s, Nick pursued his acting career, 
performing in regional theatre and Stratford produc-
tions. He also appeared in hundreds of television com-
mercials and published three short stories in prestigious 
science fiction journals.

He moved back to the Centennial area with his wife 
and two daughters in 2002 because he knew it would be 
the perfect place to raise a family. His parents still lived 
in the area, and he knew the schools were excellent. He 

refers to the Centennial community as a “hidden gem.” 
Their house is on a quiet street and backs onto a 

wooded area close to the waterfront trail. He sometimes 
writes on his back deck, with the hum of the trains in 
the background and his rambunctious dog Lily periodi-
cally dropping partially-chewed soccer balls at his feet.

Slippery Times is Nick’s first published novel, but he 
has penned five other “practice” books that he has no 
intention of ever publishing and has two partially writ-
ten novels he plans to finish.

Nick tries to write 2,000 words a day to keep his 
writing on track, which could take a couple of hours or 
all day. He finds rewriting and editing to be the most 
challenging and time-consuming part of the process.

He doesn’t use an outline when he writes; instead, he 
develops characters in his imagination and allows them 
to propel the story. Sometimes he’s surprised by the di-
rection of the story and will say to himself, “Oh, that’s 
what this is about.” Slippery Times combines two sto-
ries that naturally merged together when the characters 
started to interact in his head.

When he isn’t writing, he enjoys scuba diving, cy-
cling, photography and of course, reading. The excite-
ment of seeing his first published novel in book stores 
has inspired him to keep writing.

(See page 4 for Julie’s review of Slippery Times.) 
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Congrats to our MP
for his election win
Congratulations to Liberal MP Gary 
Anandasangaree for his decisive win 
in the federal election on Sept. 20. 
Gary received 63 percent of the vote, 
Conservative Zia Choudhary got 21 
percent, NDP Kingsley Kwok got 13 
percent, and People’s Party candidate 
Asad Rehman got almost 3 percent. 

Editor’s note
Every month, Centennial News 
spends a lot of time trying to make 
the paper as error-free as possible. 
But sometimes we miss things, and 
other times events change after the 
paper is printed. So we have a few 
things to correct in the September 
issue.

On the front page, we gave the pho-
to credit to Colin Winn. But the 
photos we gave him credit for were 
actually taken by Denise Bacon. So 
we apologize to both of them for the 
error. 

In our centre pages on the filming in 
this area, we identified the director 
of Luckiest Girl Alive as Mike Barber 
in one of the captions. His name is 
actually Mike Barker. Sorry, Mike.

The most unfortunate error occurred 
because the paper had to go to print 
before the election candidates were 
confirmed. We included a bio on 
Jessica Hamilton for the Green Party, 
but she was unable to qualify by the 
deadline so there was no Green can-
didate on the ballot. Our apologies 
to all. 
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ShowLoveTO reminds us to enjoy the city
President’s Message

CCRA President Kathy Rowe loves the beautiful three-dimensional red heart at the Port Union Commu-
nity Centre. The heart, which lights up after dark, is part of the city’s ShowLoveTO campaign.

By Kathy Rowe

There is a beautiful six-foot, 
three-dimensional red 
heart in front of the Port 
Union Community Cen-

tre for all to see. The heart will remain 
there until December, so stop by for 
a photo! 

The heart, which lights up after 
dark, is part of the City of Toronto’s 
ShowLoveTO campaign. The cam-
paign aims to remind Torontonians to 
get out and enjoy this big city and all 
it has to offer. This includes Scarbor-
ough, of course. 

From art installations to unique 
eateries and self-guided neighbour-
hood tours, there is a lot to visit. Take 
a walk around the interesting architec-
ture that makes up the U of T Scar-
borough Campus. Enjoy the natural 
beauty of the waterfront trails and the 
Rouge Park. A little further afield is the 
“Out for a Stroll” life-sized animated 
Scarborough sign located at the Scar-
borough Town Centre.

More details about this campaign, 
including an events calendar, can be 
found online by googling ShowLoveTO. 

New Street Signs
Have you noticed our new street signs 
yet? Next time you’re out for a stroll, 
look up!

Old signs are being replaced with 
new ones that display a fresh new de-
sign. Find out how this came about in 
the article on our front page. If you’re 
interested in purchasing one of the old 
street signs, keep an eye out for them 
on this City of Toronto auction site: 
auctionwin.com/Properties/?a_type=29

Pumpkin Parade 2021

The CCRA in partnership with West 
Rouge Sports and Recreation and the 
West Rouge  Community Association 
will be going ahead with an outdoor 
Pumpkin Parade on November 1. See 
further details on page 4.

 
Farewell to Alex Visan
CCRA planning chair Alex Visan is 
leaving our board and he will certain-
ly be missed by the group. Alex has 
been a generous volunteer over the 
past few years. His attention to detail 
with regard to planning and develop-

ment within the Centennial area was 
much appreciated. Thank you, Alex, 
for all your dedication and hard work 
on behalf of the residents of Centen-
nial. We wish Alex all the best with 
his travels abroad. Gerry Divaris, our 
vice-president will do double duty and 
take on the planning chair position. 

Thanks, Gerry! 

Join our CCRA meetings
Our executive meets on the first Tues-
day evening of every month. Meet-
ings begin at 7:15 p.m. Due to the 
current pandemic restrictions, our 
meetings will continue to be virtual 
for the next few months. Residents 
are encouraged to join us to learn 
more about the role that the CCRA 
plays in our community. Please email 
secretary@ccranews.com for details 
about attending.
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Slippery Times is a highly entertaining debut novel
By Julie Kish

Nicholas de Kruyff takes readers on a 
wild ride in his debut novel, Slippery 
Times, a science-fiction farce. The au-
thor shares his untamed imagination 
by creating zany characters, mind-
bending settings and an action-filled 
plot. The humour is expertly execut-
ed, so the reader should be prepared 
to laugh out loud while exclaiming, 
“What? Are you kidding me?”

The novel follows a traditional 
theme: a reluctant hero embarks on 
a journey to save the world from the 
clutches of an evil villain and learns 
about himself and his place in the 
world. But everything else about the 
book is far from traditional. The ac-
tion shifts back and forth between the 
real world and the unreal world with 
swaying, kaleidoscope-like settings de-
scribed so vividly the reader could de-
velop motion sickness.

The author is a genius at creating 
characters that are both quirky and 
endearing. The story is narrated by 
the lovable protagonist Edmund Lo-
venight, who embarks on a journey 
to save the world from the clutches of 
the evil Baroness Zamora. His friend, 

a dead cabbie named Reg, stays by his 
side, even if it means he must be dis-
assembled and shoved in a suitcase to 
make it through Customs at the To-
ronto airport. But Reg will magically 
reassemble himself thanks to the laws 
of “Necro-quantum mechanics.” The 
author makes up fictional scientific 

terms that sound so real I found my-
self trying to look them up on Google.

To assist in the task of saving the 
world, the characters include Love-
night’s boss Lady Montique, who is 
a 124-year-old grumpy resident in a 
Scarborough retirement home, as well 
as Noodles the foul-mouthed pug, and 
three pot-smoking college boys from 
Michigan, who accidentally stumble 
into the unreal world.

Slippery Times is a highly enter-
taining, light-hearted story that sends 
the reader into the world of imagina-
tion and humour. It’s a perfect escape 
from today’s reality.

However, Slippery Times was writ-
ten during the height of the “political 
insanity” south of the border, and read-
ers may find hidden political messages 
buried in the story. It suffices to say 
the evil Baroness wants to control all 
of humanity through the use of com-
plete mind control, and our hero is 
convinced she could succeed because, 
“People choose to believe in the most 
far-fetched, improbable, wackadoodle 
realities all the time.” Hmmm, sounds 
like a familiar scenario.

Slippery Times was published in Au-
gust by Story Well Publishing.

... characters include 
Lovenight’s boss Lady 

Montique, who is a 
124-year-old grumpy 

resident in a Scarborough 
retirement home, as 

well as Noodles the foul-
mouthed pug, and three 
pot-smoking college boys 

from Michigan.

Pumpkin Parade 
to be held outdoors
Last year, our Pumpkin Parade was a 
virtual affair. Families sent in photos 
of their carved pumpkins and deco-
rated homes and Kathi Loughran 
(WRCA) created a Halloween video 
from those submissions.

This year, the CCRA, West Rouge 
Sports and Recreation Association 
and West Rouge Community Associ-
ation are busy planning an in-person 
Pumpkin Parade on the grounds of 
the Port Union Community Centre. 
The event will happen on Monday 
November 1 beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

Families will be encouraged to 
bring their decorated pumpkins to 
the centre during the day on No-
vember 1. Volunteers will light up 
the pumpkins and arrange them out-
doors in a creative display as the sun 
sets. Everyone will be encouraged to 
wear a costume for one last Hallow-
een celebration. 

Please plan on participating in this 
fun family outdoor event. Volunteers 
will be needed on November 1. Vol-
unteer hours will be granted. Please 
contact Kathy Rowe at  Kathy.rowe@
ccranews.com

Keep an eye on our social media 
for further updates!

We will ensure that public health 
guidelines are followed for this event.
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Port Union Library reopens with new branch head
By Kathy McGrath

After an 18-month closure, the Port 
Union Library has reopened with a 
new leader at the helm. With more 
than 30 years of experience under her 
belt, Susan Farmer is looking forward 
to welcoming back library customers, 
particularly the tiniest ones.

“I can’t wait to do a baby-time pro-
gram – I miss those babies,” Susan 
said. She has worked in the Toronto 
Public Library system since the age of 
15, doing everything from shelving to 
customer service to administration. 
Of all her roles at TPL, she enjoys 
conducting children’s programming 
the most, often with the help of some 
furry friends.

Unfortunately, due to the pandem-
ic, all programs are currently online 
and customers will have to wait until 
at least the end of the year for in-per-
son programming. They can, however, 
take out books in the branch, pick up 
holds, book a computer or access li-
brary wifi with their own devices.

While Susan’s official start date was 
in May, her first day inside the branch 
wasn’t until July. “The first thing we 
had to do was clear a backlog of 80 
or 90 delivery boxes,” she recalled. “I 
didn’t know where I was going to put 
it all.”

Susan’s space problem was com-
pounded by the fact that Port Union 
customers are avid readers. “The col-
lection here circulates really well, so it’s 
hard to discard things when they are 
being used,” she said.

Fortunately, streamlining and orga-
nizing are Susan’s forté so she feels con-
fident she will be able to whip things 
into shape. She wants to put customer 
holds at the front of the branch so 
people can easily pop in and grab their 
items. The large print collection will 
also be moved closer to the front to 
make it more accessible.

“I’m not afraid to make changes,” 
Susan said. “If something seems to 
make sense, I’ll try it. It can be moved 
back if it doesn’t work.”

In terms of larger goals, Susan 
would like to set up some teen out-
reach and programming, maybe even 
create a teen zone, since Mowat Col-
legiate is right next door.

Residents can already make use of 
a popular new feature at the branch: 
mobile printing. Customers can send 
their print jobs from their home com-
puters or mobile devices and pick the 
papers up at the library.

Susan feels fortunate to be support-
ed by a wonderful team of staff at the 
library and also by the helpful employ-
ees at the community centre, which 
shares the building on Lawrence Ave.

While she commutes daily from 
East York, Susan is familiar with the 
Centennial neighbourhood through 
her sister who lives in the community. 
She has even brought her 9-year-old 
son to use our local skate park. Now 
she looks forward to being an active 
member of Centennial herself. 

Her message to local residents is 
simple: “Come on back to the branch! 
I’d love to meet everyone.”

In terms of larger goals, 
Susan would like to set 
up some teen outreach 

and programming, may-
be even create a teen 

zone, since Mowat Colle-
giate is right next door.

Of all her roles at the Toronto Public Library, Port Union’s new branch head Susan Farmer enjoys conduct-
ing children’s programming the most, often with the help of some furry friends. 
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Opinion

The value of public education in crisis and beyond

The author’s sons, Zayne and Darius, were 
excited but nervous to return to the class-
room at Charlottetown JPS this fall.

By Beyhan Farhadi

When the Raptors suspended their 
game on March 12, 2020, we knew 
the threat was serious. In the weeks 
ahead Ontario saw the first of a series 
of school closures, which was part 
of a broader public health response 
to the community spread of COV-
ID-19 that brought society to a near 
standstill. 

Our family counted time relative 
to the next school reopening, and the 
next, and the next, until we realized 
that our children who attend Char-
lottetown JPS were home indefinitely. 

Tension accompanied school re-
opening. We were promised schools 
were safe, but this promise was belied 
by the reality that COVID-19 was 
impacting communities and groups 
differentially: racialized and lower in-
come communities were experiencing 
this pandemic at a far higher rate than 
more affluent communities like ours 
in Centennial; immunocompromised 
people were unsafe; disabled and el-
derly people in long-term care were in 
crisis; and the burden of unpaid care 
was falling on women, who were often 
the parent supervising their children as 
they learned from home during rolling 
school closures throughout the 2020-
2021 school year. 

We are not in this together. 
This year, families, teachers and stu-

dents are starting to feel the impacts of 
two years of school disruption. Virtual 
schools, which are resource intensive, 
have collapsed. Many high school stu-
dents and elementary students with 
the most intensive needs, those living 
with autism or physical, developmen-
tal or learning disabilities, are learning 
in a hybrid model of education where 
the teacher is split between virtual and 
in-person learners. 

Opportunity gaps, driven by the so-
cial, political, and economic inequali-

ties that have intensified since COV-
ID-19 are growing and investments in 
public education are not keeping up. 
The consequences of underfunding 
public education have long been doc-
umented, inclusive of its impacts on 
economic opportunity, social mobility 
and health. This pandemic has taught 
us that if we do not think collectively 
and invest in public services, it will 
cost us. Will we apply its lessons? 

Crisis management is a dynamic 
and chaotic process not just in the 
hands of elected officials, but also the 
public to whom they are accountable. 

And crisis presents both challenge 
and opportunity. As we look toward a 
future after a crisis, what values do we 
want to leave in the past and which 
do we want to take with us? What 
role do children play in strengthening 
the community? How much are they 
worth to care for and educate? 

Budgets reveal priorities and they 
reflect collective values. We have a lot 
to be proud of but we have also left 
many behind, including our most 
vulnerable. It is a moral obligation 
to ensure we centre their needs in the 
decisions ahead of us. For those with 
privilege, we must spend it wisely. 

Fighting the long fight for public 
education in crisis and beyond re-
quires reflection on the democratic 

function of schooling, and its relation 
to economic and social structures that 
bring  opportunity. We all have some 
power to influence the collective agen-
da, and I hope one lesson we take from 
years of disruption is to harness that 
power to make positive change at all 
sites and scales, during and between 
elections. 

Beyhan Farhadi is a Postdoctoral Fellow at 
York University, a secondary teacher, and parent 
to two children at Charlottetown JPS.

What role do 
children play in 

strengthening the 
community? How 

much are they 
worth to care for 

and educate?
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School Safety

Thanks to St-Michel’s 
Grade 5 students, 
their teacher and 
the principal for 
celebrating the 
installation of the 
traffic signal at 
Meadowvale and 
Lawrence.

 

By Denise Bacon

Students and staff at St-Michel 
French Catholic Elementary School 
will be much safer when crossing 
Lawrence Ave. now that the traffic 
lights are installed and working at 
Meadowvale Rd. and Lawrence. The 
City of Toronto’s Transportation Ser-
vices installed the lights earlier this 
year and they were turned on soon 
after schools reopened last month.

Twenty-one Grade 5 students, 

along with their teacher, Madame 
Goretti, and Principal, Madame Sod-
hi, took a ceremonial walk across Law-
rence Ave. on September 24  to cel-
ebrate this safe new  crossing. School 
trips using the TTC or GO Train can 
now start with a safe walk across this 
seven-lane stretch of Lawrence. 

On the day of this photograph, 
the staff and students were dressed 
in green and white to commemorate 
Franco-Ontarian Day and the history 
of the largest Francophone commu-
nity outside of Quebec.

Whenever there are new traffic 
lights installed at an intersection that 
previously had stop signs, residents 
wonder how long they’ll have to wait 
for the light to turn when they’re on 
the side street.  Here’s what we heard 
from Transportation Services:

“This new traffic signal light has two 
timing plans depending on the time of 
day. During the day, the traffic signal 
is coordinated with the four other traf-
fic signals to the east on Lawrence to 
provide for synchronized green lights.  
As part of this daytime plan, the signal 

is timed to minimize delays on Mead-
owvale traffic based on traffic demands 
during peak hours. 

During the night and off-peak pe-
riods, this traffic signal has a traffic 
sensor on Meadowvale and it only re-
quires a single vehicle detected to trig-
ger the side street green. Depending 
on when the vehicle arrives on the side 
street, the wait time could be from 0 
seconds up to a maximum of about 1 
minute during these off-peak periods.”

Safe crossings to all!

School’s open  
and the lights are on!
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Long Term Care

Tony Stacey Centre turns to GoFundMe to raise money
By Kathryn Stocks

After a difficult winter with a CO-
VID-19 outbreak and a challenging 
spring due to Ministry and Public 
Health directives, things are finally 
starting to return to normal at the 
Tony Stacey Centre as friends and 
family are able to meet inside again 
and small group activities have re-
turned. 

During the pandemic, staff at the 
home were busy with some much-
needed improvements. They received 
grant funding from the Toronto 
Foundation to upgrade the air make-
up unit on the roof, which brings in 
fresh air and helps with circulation in 
the building. They also took advantage 
of provincial government funding to 

purchase air conditioning units. Now 
all resident rooms and the two TV 
lounges are air conditioned.

Back in the spring of 2020, CCRA 
held a very successful fundraiser for 
the Stacey Centre that raised almost 
$23,000. We’re happy to report that 
this money was used to buy 18 Point-
of-Care iPads, which allow staff to 
document a resident’s day from when 
they receive a shower to how much 
they have eaten to any changes in their 
daily routine. 

Evy Lang, the Stacey Centre’s man-
ager of operations, said, “Staff come 
in at the beginning of their shift and 
grab their iPads. Everything is elec-
tronically stored right on the spot 
and there’s no paper. The iPads are so 
much better and they’re accessible to 
the entire care team.” Recreation staff 
can also use the iPads when they’re do-
ing assessment for residents.

The home used some of the 
CCRA funds to implement the elec-
tronic medical administration record 
(eMAR). The computers on the nurs-
es’ carts alert them to when medica-
tions are due, as well as keep updates 
and documentation with their phar-
macy provider.  

According to Vito Greto, chair of 
the Stacey Centre board, these two 
programs provide more accurate and 
timely documentation, therefore al-
lowing more time for additional care 
for each resident.

“The entire program was a costly 
one and additional infrastructure was 
required to ensure WiFi connectiv-
ity was up to par,” Vito said. “As you 
can imagine, they didn’t think of WiFi 
and tech 50 years ago! Without the 
CCRA’s generous donation we would 
not have been able to implement these 
great programs.”

But the home’s needs continue, and 
right now the Stacey Centre is looking 
to fundraise for electric beds, thera-
peutic mattresses and other medical 
equipment. They used to be able to 
raise money with large fundraisers like 
golf tournaments as well as small-scale 
ones right in the home. Unfortunately, 
the pandemic has put all those events 
on hold. “Fundraising has been very 
difficult due to COVID,” Evy said. 
“We can’t do anything right now.” 

So they have chosen to try a Go-
FundMe page to raise $75,000 for the 
beds and mattresses. “It doesn’t cost 
anything to do a GoFundMe,” Evy 
said, “and we can do it all online.” 

This fundraiser can be accessed di-
rectly at gofund.me/7fe3f719 or at 
gofundme.com by entering “Tony 
Stacey Centre” in the search field. You 
can also find it on the Stacey Centre’s 
Facebook page. Because they are a 
not-for-profit home, all funds raised 
go directly to benefit the residents and 
donors will receive tax receipts. 

Evy Lang, the Tony Stacey Centre’s Manager of Operations, uses one of the new iPads as she takes notes with 
resident Doug Baker.  Eighteen iPads were purchased with money raised by CCRA last year. 
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Travel

An extreme cross-Canada biking vacation

By Wanda Wierzbicki

Many of us dream of taking a unique 
and challenging vacation, but most of 
the time these remain only dreams. 
For Radek Szulc, this year was differ-
ent. 

Radek, 43, formerly from the Cen-
tennial area (his parents Anna and An-
drzej still live on Clappison), decided 
this was the year to ride his bike across 
Canada. Currently living off the grid 
in Bancroft, Ontario, Radek began his 
journey on July 30 when his mother 
Anna dropped him off at the Toronto 
airport for his flight to Vancouver. 

It was a challenging exercise, plan-
ning the bicycle excursion and de-
ciding how and what to pack for the 
flight and the following six-week trip. 
The bicycle itself had to be carefully 
stowed in a special carrier. 

Radek also had to take his camp-
ing gear, including a lightweight tent 
and sleeping bag as well as food and 
water, and clothing for both cold and 
hot weather. All this was necessary be-
cause he planned to spend most nights 
along the way camping in his tent.

For most people, this sounds like 
an extreme vacation, but Radek was a 
Boy Scout. As a kid, he spent many 
summers at the Polish Boy Scout 
camp in Kaszuby, Ontario, just out-
side Barry’s Bay near Algonquin Park. 
It was there that he acquired the skills 
required for surviving and thriving in 
the great outdoors.   

The journey from Vancouver to 
Bancroft covers about 4,500 km. It 
is a trip many would not attempt in 
a car. The Rocky Mountain roads can 
be steep and treacherous, while the 
prairies can appear endless.   

In order to complete the journey in 
six weeks, Radek had to average over 
100 km per day. Often he was cycling 
150 km before stopping for the night. 
Occasionally, and especially if it was 
raining, Radek would treat himself to 
a night in a motel where he was warm 
and dry and the water was hot.  

Good job, Radek! That was truly 
an extreme vacation. The rest of us can 
only dream. 

Radek Szulc decided this would be the sum-
mer to ride his bike across Canada, starting in 
Vancouver and finishing up in Bancroft. It took 
him six challenging weeks. 

Vancouver

Bancroft
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AUTUMN 2021 - FOOD IN THE SPOTLIGHT

You can make pickles 
from almost any vegetable

Easy-to-make jam 

You can make a simple jam with 

equal parts late summer berries 

and sugar, cook until thick over 

a low heat, and keep it in a clean 

jar to use up over the next couple 

of weeks.

By Kathryn McLean

Throughout summer and into the autumn, many of 
us preserve fresh seasonal fruits and vegetables. Fruit 
jams, crisp pickles, and dried hot peppers are just a 
few.

Years ago, it was common for families to pack up the bounty 
from their gardens as the summer ended. Tomatoes were blanched, 
skinned and pureed for sauce; sweet peppers were roasted or grilled 
and packed away in jars with oil; hot peppers and fresh herbs were 
hung to dry.

The jarred items would be enjoyed through the winter, but they 
were also preserved because all sorts of fresh produce wasn’t avail-
able at the grocery store throughout the year, as it is now.

These days, preserving vegetables is a chosen activity, whether 
for pleasure or tradition, rather than a necessity to survive the 
winter.

But you don’t have to “put down” numerous bushels of toma-
toes to take part in the tradition. You can make a tomato sauce 
from fresh tomatoes (blanched and skinned, then pureed and 
cooked to the thickness you prefer) and only prepare enough for 
one meal, not one winter.

You can make a simple jam with equal parts late summer ber-
ries and sugar, (cook until thick over a low heat) and keep it in a 
clean jar to use up over the next couple of weeks.

You can make quick pickles, from just about any vegetable you 
like, in a manageable amount, without boiling jars and sterilizing 
tongs.

When you preserve large quantities of items for use over 
months, you need to follow guidelines of cleaning your equipment 
and properly sealing everything tight so mold will not grow, and 
your time and food aren’t wasted. If you plan to use up the pickles 
(or jam, sauce, etc) within a couple of weeks, you can store them in 
a clean jar and be fine. Throw out any leftovers when you see mold 
in the jar, or the smell turns.

Photos by Kathryn McLean
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If you’re interested in trying to 
preserve a few items, but don’t 
want to invest the time, money 
and research for preserving jars 
and jars of produce, quick pickles 
are a good way to start.

Most vegetables can be pickled: 
try cauliflower, carrots, cucumber, 
turnip, beets, beans, celery, pep-
pers, radish, onion, asparagus.

To make a small jar or two of 
pickled vegetables, choose your 
vegetable(s) and trim to the size of 
pickle you want. If you use baby 
carrots, green beans or snap peas, 
you don’t need to cut them. Cauli-
flower can be broken into small flo-
rets, while onion, radish and beets 
can be sliced as thin or thick as you 
like. Consider cutting one vegeta-
ble two ways to see what you like 
better; for example, try cucumber 
spears as well as thick slices.

Fill a clean jar with the prepared 
vegetables. In a small saucepan or 
pot, bring 1 cup white vinegar and 
one teaspoon each of salt and sugar 

to a boil. Stir to dissolve the salt and 
sugar and pour over the vegetables. 
Cover the jar and refrigerate at least 
one hour and up to two days. You 
just made quick pickles!

Once you taste how your pick-
les turn out, you may want to play 
around with the pickling liquid on 
the next batch. Grocery stores sell 
a pickle mix (dry herbs and seeds) 
in the spice aisle; consider adding 
a spoonful to the jar for a differ-
ent taste. Skip the sugar, double 
the salt, include dry chili flakes, 
add some mustard seeds or crushed 
garlic cloves. In small batches, you 
can easily customize your pickles to 
your liking.

Now start incorporating pickles 
into your meals: quick red onion 
pickles for taco night, carrot spear 
pickles with sandwiches, mixed 
vegetable pickles on your charcute-
rie tray. If you find it’s not for you, 
it was only a little investment, not a 
season’s worth of produce.

Recipe – Quick Pickles

Preserving and serving the produce of this golden season



So many ways
to prepare
local veggies

Recipe - Roasted Cauliflower with Olives

By Kathryn McLean

As the weather starts getting 
cooler we start thinking 
about the fall harvest: ap-
ples for apple crumble and 

cider, pumpkins for decorations as 
well as pies, squash soup and assorted 
root vegetables like bushels of pota-
toes and bunches of bright carrots.

But while those are the foods we as-
sociate with Canadian autumn, there 
are plenty of other locally grown veg-
etables ready to be picked this season.

Consider cauliflower, broccoli, cab-
bage, root vegetables, including sweet 
potatoes, carrots and parsnip, and the 
last of the tomatoes and peppers.

Vegetables are so versatile! Most can 
be eaten raw, so enjoy them in salads, 
with dips or thinly slice them and add 
to sandwiches.

But don’t forget that vegetables can 
stand up to different types of cook-
ing, too. Think about stir frying cab-
bage and carrots, adding sweet potatoes 
when you boil then mash potatoes, and 
grilling sweet peppers.

Instead of steaming cauliflower or 
broccoli, try roasting it until soft and 
browned.

Here’s a recipe for roasted cauli-
flower with olives, featuring simply 
prepared seasonal cauliflower.

This dish can be served as a side dish 
as is, or mixed with a simple steamed 
grain like rice or quinoa, stirred into a 
bowl of beans or lentils, or used to top 
your pasta dinner with a hearty spoon-
ful of roasted cauliflower and olives. Ingredients 

1 head of cauliflower 
trimmed to 1½” florets, 
stems included or not, 
as you choose

2 Tbsp olive oil (or your 
preferred oil)

½ cup mixed, pitted 

olives, roughly chopped

1 Tbsp chopped fresh 
parsley

Salt and pepper

Directions 
Preheat oven to 
425 degrees.

Toss cauliflower pieces 
with olive oil, salt and 
pepper, then spread in a 
single layer on a baking 
sheet. Use two sheets if 
all the cauliflower can-
not fit in a single layer.

Roast for 15 minutes.

Remove from the oven, 
add olives, mix and         
return to the oven. Roast 
10 more minutes.

Remove from the oven 
and add the chopped 
parsley. Serve hot or at 
room temperature.
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Education

TDSB Trustee Anu Sriskandarajah

TCDSB Trustee  
Garry Tanuan

For the most up-to-date information 
on health and safety, mental health 
and well-being, transportation, and 
frequently asked questions and an-
swers, please refer to tdsb.on.ca/school-
year-2021-22. 

Mandatory Vaccination Plan
Trustees with the Toronto District 
School Board have voted unanimous-
ly for the development of a manda-
tory COVID-19 vaccination proce-
dure, which would require all TDSB 

staff, trustees, and visitors to disclose 
and provide proof of vaccination sta-
tus and to be fully vaccinated to help 
protect the health and safety of staff 
and students.

Black Student Achievement
The Centre of Excellence for Black 
Student Achievement is dedicated to 
improving the experiences and out-
comes for Black students. It aims to 
be responsive to the voices of Black 
communities that have advocated for 
systemic change within educational 
institutions and for dismantling anti-
Black racism at the TDSB. To learn 
more, follow @tdsb_cebsa on Twitter 
and sign up for the mailing list.

Secure Access Systems
A reminder to parents/guardians 
that we have secure access systems 

installed at the main entries of our 
schools. This means that the outside 
doors remain locked and the buzzer 
system must be used to enter. This 
system is one of many tools we use 
to ensure our schools provide a safe 
environment for all. Establishing a 
single point of entry also aligns with 
the new health and safety processes 
we have in place as part of the safe re-
opening of schools.

Student Transportation
Busing service may be provided for 
elementary students (K-5) resid-
ing 1.6 km or more from their des-
ignated school. TTC tickets may be 
provided for middle school students 
(Grades 6-8) residing 3.2 km or more 
from their designated school. The To-
ronto Student Transportation Group 
(TSTG), working with school bus 

operators, has put a number of CO-
VID-19 protocols and precautions in 
place to help ensure safety. 

For information on COVID-19 
safety protocols, see Student Transpor-
tation Updates at tdsb.on.ca.

For information specific to your 
child’s transportation, visit busplanner-
web.torontoschoolbus.org. Or contact 
the Toronto Student Transportation 
Group at 416-394-4287.
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I wish you 
and your 
loved ones 
a wonderful 
Thanksgiv-
ing and sin-
cerely hope 
you take the 
opportunity 

to harvest the fruits of your summer 
gardens and enjoy the crisp, cool and 
colourful days ahead.

TRCA Science & Education Committee
At the regular board meeting on 
September 16, I was honoured to 
be appointed to serve as the official 
TCDSB representative on the new 
TRCA (Toronto and Region Con-
servation Authority) Natural Science 
and Education Committee for its 
maiden term this fall.

School Reopening Action Plan
To view the latest updates including 
information and developments for 
families and students, visit our web-
site at: bit.ly/3EOOSOW

TCDSB staff and Board of Trust-
ees continue to work vigorously to 
keep schools open and safe. The 
School Reopening Action Plan pro-
vides an overview of the re-entry plan 
procedures and guidelines put into 
place for continued support for our 
staff, students and families. The plan 
was put together in cooperation with 
Toronto Public Health and the Min-
istry of Education. For more infor-
mation, see: bit.ly/3ky7tqu.

Verify Your Contact Information
Parents/Guardians are encouraged to 
ensure that their children’s school has 
their most up-to-date contact infor-
mation on file. The contact informa-
tion in the database is used to send 
out important notifications to fami-
lies. To verify that your contact in-
formation is correct, check here: bit.
ly/3i1RCyJ. If you require assistance 
updating your contact informa-
tion, please email or call your child’s 
school for assistance.

Questions? Contact Trustee Garry 
Tanuan 416-512-3408 or 416-222-
8282 ext. 2659 (Constituency Officer 
Ida Serpe).



Happy Thanksgiving! As we settle 
into the fall season, our communi-
ty has much to be thankful for. At 
the time of writing, over 4.6 million 
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine have 
been delivered in Toronto. Residents 
still seeking a vaccine should visit 
Ontario.ca/bookvaccine.

I would also like to congratulate 
our Member of Parliament, Gary 
Anandasangaree, on his re-election 
in September. Scarborough–Rouge 
Park is very fortunate to have a fed-
eral representative who is so engaged 
with the needs of our community. I 
look forward to continuing to work 
with MP Anandasangaree.

Automated Shuttle Update
Innovation is happening in West 
Rouge! The automated shuttle trial 
begins in the West Rouge commu-
nity this fall. This temporary trial 
uses a low-speed automated vehicle 
that is mostly self-driving. A human 
attendant will always be on board 
to take over driving if needed. Af-
ter completing on-road testing, pas-
senger service is planned to begin 
in October. The service may extend 
until the end of February 2022, 
depending on how the vehicle per-
forms in winter weather conditions. 
Information on shuttle performance 
and customer experience will be col-
lected as part of the trial.

In preparation for the shuttle’s 
arrival, information sessions and a 
Meet the Shuttle event were held. 
Residents looking to learn more 
about the project, can email auto-
matedvehicles@toronto.ca or visit    
toronto.ca. The West Rouge Auto-
mated Shuttle Trial is organized 
through a partnership between the 
City of Toronto, Toronto Transit 
Commission (TTC) and Metrolinx.

ShowLoveTO
In September, the city launched its 
ShowLoveTO campaign to inspire 
local tourism, foster community en-
gagement, support local businesses 
and encourage economic recovery 
in the aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

By now, you may have noticed 
the LoveTO heart outside of the 
Port Union Community Centre. 
Residents are encouraged to snap, 
tag and share a photo using #Show-

LoveTO to join the city in building 
back better by using creativity to in-
spire hope. A schedule of ShowLove-
TO events can be found at toronto.
ca/showloveTO

And while you’re visiting the 
LoveTO heart, you may want to 
check out a book or two. The Port 
Union Library has reopened! Hours 
are available at  torontopubliclibrary.
ca/portunion/.

.
We’re Here to Work for You
For local updates, please sign up for 
my weekly e-newsletter at www.jen-
nifermckelvie.ca. You can also fol-
low me on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter via my handle @McK-
elvieWard25. My office continues to 
serve our residents. Please email me 
at councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca.

The big red heart outside Port Union Community Centre is part of the city’s  ShowLoveTO campaign. 
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Much to be thankful for this Thanksgiving

Councillor Jennifer McKelvie



MPP Vijay Thanigasalam

Rouge bridge rehabilitation will start soon
We are currently experiencing the 
fourth wave of COVID-19. Thank 
you to the entire Centennial Commu-
nity for continuing to practise health 
guidelines and keeping each other 
safe. Below I have highlighted some 
local issues as well as provided more 
resources on everything you need to 
know about vaccine passports.

Rouge River Bridge Rehabilitation
Rehabilitation work on the Rouge 
River Bridge will be starting soon. 
The work will extend the life cycle of 
the 117-year-old heritage bridge by 
another 20 years.The rehabilitation 
of the bridge will not result in signifi-
cant changes to the historic structure 
of the bridge. Rehabilitation work is 
happening to increase the bridge’s life 
span. 

Metrolinx has worked hard to 

minimize impacts on Rouge Park 
visitors, and park access will remain 
open. Bridge rehabilitation activities 
may generate some sound during the 
daytime and when work is being com-
pleted overnight. Construction was 
scheduled to begin last month and 
will be ongoing until spring 2022.

Port Union Library Reopened
Great news ‒ the beloved neighbour-
hood library has reopened. I know 
the importance of this library to the 
community and it comes at a crucial 
time when kids are back at school.

Vaccine Passports
As Ontario continues to fight the 
fourth wave of the pandemic driven 
by the Delta variant, our govern-
ment is taking action to protect On-
tarians and encourage every eligible 

person to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19. Starting September 22, 
Ontarians will be required to be fully 
vaccinated and provide proof of their 
vaccination status to access certain 
businesses and settings. Requiring 
proof of vaccination will help increase 
vaccination rates, protect individuals 
in higher-risk indoor settings, and 
keep businesses open. Unvaccinated 
individuals are 24 times more likely 
to be hospitalized and 43 times more 

likely to be in ICU than fully vacci-
nated Ontarians. Getting vaccinated 
is the best way to protect ourselves 
and our loved ones from COVID-19 
and the Delta variant.

For more information, please visit 
vijaythanigasalam.ca/vaccinepassports.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns, my office is always here to help. 
Please reach out by email at vijay.
thanigasalam@pc.ola.org or by phone 
at 416-283-8448.

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam visited the now reopened Port Union Library last month. 
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Thank you for supporting our vision of Canada 

With the help of a great team, Liberal MP Gary Anandasangaree, middle, won his third election on September 20.

MP Gary Anandasangaree

Dear Friends,

Let me begin by thanking you for 
your support and electing me for the 
third time as your Member of Parlia-
ment for Scarborough-Rouge Park.  

I am humbled to continue to serve 
you and will work tirelessly to sup-
port you on the issues you care about: 
ending the fight against the COVID 
19 pandemic, climate change, hu-
man rights, a strong economy, $10 
per day childcare, and a home for all.  

Your vote on election day in sup-
port of these issues has empowered 
me to fight even harder for a fairer 
and more inclusive Canada.

This election brought forward dif-
ferent visions of Canada and I want 
to thank everyone who put their 
names forward, and in particular, 
Zia Choudhary, Kingsley Kwok and 
Asad Rehman.  

I will continue to work across 
party lines to make Canada a better 
place for all.  Under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, we 
will listen to all Canadians and strive 
to leave no one behind.

I cannot begin to thank the over 
350 volunteers who worked tirelessly 
to get out our message of hope and 
hard work.  Many were high school 
and university students, seniors, es-
sential and front-line workers, and 
people from all walks of life.  

They came to support our vision 

of Canada and help us run a positive 
campaign.  I want to thank each and 
every one of them for their dedica-
tion and hard work during this cam-
paign and the campaigns past.  

This team went and helped in 17 
different ridings across Ontario.  I 
also want to thank our small group 
of very generous and repeat donors 
who allowed us to have the campaign 
we needed.

Our core group of David, Shauna, 

Ella, Gavin, Asma, Waleed, Piyush, 
and Anojini brought everything to-
gether under the leadership of Co-
Campaign Managers Joshua and Do-
rine. Thank you also to our GOTV 
Chair for exemplary delivery on elec-
tion day.  

In the final analysis, we secured 63 
percent of the vote in Scarborough-
Rouge Park, an increase from the 
2019 campaign, with a margin of 
19,072 votes over the closest rival.

This election has been one of the 
most difficult ones in our history. I 
want to thank all those who voted, 
who volunteered, ran the election as 
staff, media, the caretakers, and ev-
eryone who had a part in making our 
democracy work.  

I look forward to connecting with 
each and every one of you, and thank 
you for your continued support, 
feedback and encouragement.
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Community

Resident spearheaded the fight to save our Beer Store
By Kathryn Stocks

The Beer Store in Centennial Plaza is 
no longer closing, thanks to the tre-
mendous efforts of Centennial resi-
dent Jeanne Laverock. 

When Jeanne went over to bring 
her returns back to the store in ear-
ly August, she noticed the workers 
were not their usual cheerful selves. 
She was told it was due to the closure 
of the store on September 12. When 
Jeanne asked one of the staff mem-
bers if there was anything she could 
do, the reply was “I don’t think so.”

Undeterred, Jeanne reached out 
to the community through the West 
Rouge Residents Facebook page. She 
posted about the imminent closure 
and received a large number of com-

ments. Most didn’t want the Beer 
Store to close. She decided a petition 
would be too slow so she took screen 
shots of all the positive comments 
that people had written in reaction 
to her post and sent them to Beer 
Store executives along with an email 
about the value of the store to this 
community. 

“I expected a form letter or email 
back but I didn’t expect a phone call,” 
Jeanne said. She did indeed get a call 
from a district manager. He told her 
he had received her letter and what 
she wrote was valid. 

She said they conversed for 20-25 
minutes and she reiterated her points 
to him about their  incredible recy-
cling program, the support the store 
gives our community with student 
service hours, its charitable giving 
from returned bottles and cans, and 
the fact that when businesses close, it 
affects everybody.   

“People didn’t understand that if 
you take that Beer Store away, every-
one who goes in to pick up their beer 
or their ice or do their returns might 
also go to one of the local stores for 
their pizza,” Jeanne said. “Those 
businesses will be hurt because peo-
ple are now going to another plaza 
like Morningside and they’re going 
to shop there. The closure would 
actually impact a lot of small busi-
nesses here.” 

The manager agreed with her 
points and said he would bring it 
to corporate’s attention. “I honestly 
thought that’s the end of it,” she said. 

So when the decision was over-
turned on September 7, five days 
before the closure, no one was more 
surprised than Jeanne. “I didn’t ex-
pect that outcome, to be honest. I’m 
really shocked they overturned it.”

She said the power of communi-
ty saved the day, but it seems more 
like it was the power of Jeanne that 
spearheaded the effort and saved our 
Beer Store.

“Those businesses 
will be hurt because 
people are now go-

ing to another plaza 
like Morningside 

and they’re going to 
shop there. The clo-
sure would actually 
impact a lot of small 

businesses here.” 

Jeanne Laverock 
took her concerns 
about the im-
minent closure of 
the Beer Store in 
Centennial Plaza 
to corporate 
executives and 
persuasively ar-
gued the case for 
keeping the store 
open. When she 
was successful, 
no one was more 
surprised than 
she was. 
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By Karen Heisz

Free fertilizer, free mulch, free bird 
food and free delivery! Are you in-
trigued? Would you pick up this prod-
uct if it were available in a store?

Conveniently for you, Mother Na-
ture provides all of this in the form of 
leaves, yes, leaves! 

Our trees have worked hard since 
spring, pulling nutrients from the soil 
to grow leaves, which in turn, have 
provided the tree with sugars made 
during photosynthesis. As the days get 
shorter, the trees are cued to cut off 
the circulation of water and nutrients 
to the leaves. The green photosynthet-
ic pigment, chlorophyll, disappears as 
a result, and we see a vast display of 
colour – the now visible red, yellow 
and orange pigments that protect the 
leaves from ultraviolet rays. I have of-
ten thought that this annual show of 
colour seems to be an apology for the 
dreary weather ahead!

The leaves fall, creating a carpet of 
colour, and we hasten to rake them up 
and stuff them into bags for pick-up. 
But wait! Let’s leave as many leaves as 
possible on the ground this year, and 
here’s why:
•	 The carpet of leaves protects your 

topsoil from eroding in the heavy 
rains in November and Decem-
ber; the raindrops are diffused and 

flow slowly into the soil instead.
•	 The leaves insulate the life in the 

soil and the plant roots from the 
extreme cold to come, which is 
especially important when there 
is no snow cover.

•	 The leaves provide nurseries and 
over-wintering protection for 
many insects, invertebrates and 
reptiles, many of which feed our 
songbirds when they return.

•	 The leaves will be broken down by 
earthworms and other life forms, 
returning the nutrients to your 
soil exactly when they are needed 
by the plants next spring.

•	 The leaves form a natural mulch 
that reduces the number of weeds 
growing in your yard.

•	 You will enjoy the antics of robins 
and other birds as they toss the 
leaves around, looking for their 
breakfast.

•	 The leaves and other plant matter 
from your garden provide natural 
nesting materials for animals and 
birds.  

•	 You will reduce carbon and noise 
pollution by using your gas-pow-
ered leaf blowers less frequently.

Leaves, Mother Nature’s finest ex-
ample of simplicity, are incredibly 
important to the health of our eco-
systems. This fall, instead of sending 

them all away, rake the leaves into 
your flower beds and into your veg-
etable gardens. Instead of cutting off 
your flower stalks completely, leave at 
least 12 inches of each stalk attached 
to the root and lay the remaining piec-
es down as weights on top of the leaves 
so they don’t blow away.

If your neighbours don’t have large 
trees, share your bounty with them. 
Improve your soil’s health, and thus 
the health of your plants, by simply 
leaving the leaves.  

This way you get free fertilizer, free 
mulch, free bird food, and free deliv-
ery as well as  more time to enjoy the 
spectacular fall colours and weather. 
It’s a win-win for all concerned.  

Fall Garden Cleanup

A fabulous product that Mother Nature delivers for free

There’s no need to 
rake the leaves; they 
do more good when 
left on the ground. 
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416 282 4579 

Flowers in West Hill
4518 Kingston Rd.

Scarborough, ON M1E 2N8

416 282 4579
flowersinwesthill@gmail.com
www.flowersinwesthill.com

The dealine for November 
2021 advertising submissions 
is the 10th of October 2021. 

Email Zinta Erdmanis at:   
ccra-advertising@hotmail.com or  
ccranews.com/advertising.html. 

Community Roundup

Vintage vehicles evoke charm 
of Highland Creek 

By Don Lawrence

Above Highway 2A between Military Trail and 
Morrish Road in the north-west corner of Cen-
tennial, you may have noticed a curious sight. 
There’s an antique vehicle collection at the fu-
ture presentation centre for a new Altree con-
dominium development. 

“Our antique car collection is inspired by the 
area of the Highland Creek Village and its rich 
history and quaintness,” said Thu Vo, Executive 
Assistant to Altree President Zev Mandelbaum. 
“The setting reminded us of the 1950s and we 
wanted to add character to the neighbourhood.”

The vehicles were either found rusting in 
peace on a previous owner’s property, or sourced 
online and brought to the site for display. 

They may not be cars and trucks that will ever 
drive happily down the road again, but there is 
something intriguing about these pieces of his-
tory. One can imagine how proud  people must 
have been as they took their polished new car 
out for a Sunday drive.

The vehicles will be on-site until the condo 
sales office opens, which is still to be determined. 
Altree said they hope to bring some life into the 
area after the pandemic, and have gatherings 

The vehicles from left to right:  1951 Chevy Deluxe, 1952 Pontiac Chieftain, truck unidentified, 1948 International Fire Truck  
‘Hercules’ Decom, 1947 Desoto, 1951 Packard, 1949 Harvester, 1952 Buick, 1948 Plymouth Special Deluxe.

Legion needs  
permit approvals 
to move forward

David Adamson, Branch 258 executive member, said they’re 
frustrated with the delays for upgrading their new building.

By Kathy McGrath

Residents who want to raise a glass at the Le-
gion’s new location at 305 Morrish Road will 
have to wait a bit. The latest hurdle for Branch 
258, which purchased the Salvation Army  
building  two years ago, is to meet requirements 
of the city planning department before con-
struction permits will be issued. The situation 
has forced the Legion to pay maintenance for 
two locations, which is draining its funds.

“This is not a massive project we want to 
do at the new location,” said branch executive 
member David Adamson. “We aren’t building 
an addition, we just want to upgrade the wash-
rooms for accessibility, add a lift to the lounge, 
upgrade the kitchen area, put up a few walls and 
a new railing.”

The Legion purchased the new building af-
ter selling their land on Lawson Road to VIVA 
Retirement Properties three years ago. VIVA 
agreed to temporarily lease the old building to 
the Legion, which has allowed the branch to 
stay open.

Initially, the Legion had to work with the city 
to get the church property rezoned from a place 
of worship to a designation for a non-profit. 
Then COVID hit, causing a backlog at the plan-
ning department. Councillor Jennifer McKelvie 
said the city is now catching up with the logjam 
of requests.   

Adamson said Branch 258 is actively work-
ing to satisfy the city’s inquiries about tree safe-
ty. “The city wants us to prove no trees will be 

damaged on the outside of the building, even 
though we never had any intention of touch-
ing the trees.” He said the Legion membership 
and the executive are “beyond frustrated” with 
all the delays and red tape.

The Legion, which has been around since the 
1940s, considers itself an active member of the 
community. “We hold Remembrance Day cer-
emonies, Canada Day ceremonies, we support 
local hockey and baseball teams,” Adamson said. 
“Residents use our banquet rooms for weddings, 
birthday parties and retirement parties. We also 
have a poppy campaign and the proceeds are 
used strictly for the benefit of Vets, their spouses 
and dependants.” In addition to these events, 
the Legion provides a place for members to 
gather, socialize and have a bite to eat.

Adamson feels the Morrish Road location, 
which competes with large developers for atten-
tion from the planning department, should be a 
priority for the city.  

ADS
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Community

By Wanda  
Wierzbicki

Fall is definitely 
in the air now. 
The evenings are 
much shorter 

and the nights are cooler, but I am 
still enjoying the sunny warm days. I 
hope you are, too. 

Autumn always brings about 
changes in our distribution team and 
this month is no different. As many 
of you know, the distribution team is 
made up of two types of distributors: 
the bundle distributors and the carrier 
distributors. The bundle distributors 
receive several boxes containing mul-
tiple bundles of CCRA Centennial 
News, which they drop off in individ-
ual bundles at the homes of the carrier 
distributors. The carriers are then re-
sponsible for delivering the papers to 
individual homes.

This month we say Thank You to 
Joan and Keith McRoberts, who are 
both bundle and carrier distributors. 
They started volunteering in 1983. 
That’s 38 years of service to our Cen-
tennial community.    Joan and Keith, 
you will be truly missed.

Volunteer Opportunities: 
•	 The CCRA Distribution team is 

looking for two bundle distribu-
tors. This position is not really 
suitable for student volunteers.  

•	 Cherryhill – this is a carrier route 
with 35 homes.  This route is 
available to student volunteers. 

If you are interested and willing to 
volunteer one hour per month, please 
send me an email at distribution@
ccranews.com

Wishing everyone a happy, safe 
and delicious Thanksgiving!

The lounge is open
The Legion at 45 Lawson Road is 
open and encouraging members to 
return and pick up with old friends 
and fellow members. They also en-
courage non-members to consider 
joining the branch. It is open to all 
Canadian citizens and there are no 
requirements to be affiliated with the 
Armed Forces. Early bird member-
ship is available until November for 
$50, after which the cost is $55. Ap-
plications are available at the branch.

The lounge is open Thursdays to 
Sunday from 1-7 p.m., offering cards, 
snooker, darts and shuffleboard. The 
patio is also open, and on Saturdays 
meals are available for $5.

All staff, volunteers, members and 
patrons will be asked for proof of dou-
ble vaccination before entering the 
building. Residents are encouraged 
to check the website at rcl258.com for 
the latest information. 

Autumn always bring changes to our distribution team
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Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off at the main office in the 
Port Union Community Centre. 

CCRA 2021 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail or drop off with your annual household fee of $15.  
To join online, go to www.ccranews.com and select Join CCRA to pay with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.



20 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS OCTOBER 2021 Vol 06, No. 8

Facebook.com/ccranews Twitter @ccranews Instagram: ccranews Email: news4ccra@gmail.com Website: www.ccranews.com


