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McKelvie re-elected 
in Ward 25

A place to call his own

By Kathy McGrath

Voters in Ward 25 overwhelmingly 
endorsed Jennifer McKelvie for a 
second term as councillor.  Winning 
72 percent of the ballots, McKelvie 
campaigned to finish the projects she 
started in her first four years in office.

While incumbents generally have 
the advantage, McKelvie ran an am-
bitious campaign to beat out Ashan 
Fernando, an anti-development can-
didate, as well as Jacinta Kanakarat-
nam, who lives outside the ward.

After learning she won, McKel-
vie hugged a roomful of supporters 
at the Highland Creek Legion while 
the song Jenny from the Block, fa-
mously sung by the OTHER Jennifer, 
thumped in the background.  

Speaking to Centennial News, 
McKelvie explained how this win was 
different from her last. “Four years 
ago it was really close and I think, es-
pecially as a woman, you always feel a 
little bit of an imposter, you don’t feel 
deserving,” she said. “I think the win 
tonight is a vote of confidence that 
people appreciate the work we’re do-
ing, they believe in our positive mes-
sage for the future that we all want.”

McKelvie was thrown into the 
deep end in her previous council term, 
learning the ropes at city hall while 
having to navigate the pandemic. She 
understands the challenges facing her 
and her colleagues. 

“Next year is going to be an im-
mense challenge, we’ll continue to 
have budgetary issues, mainly because 
of decreased transit ridership. Work-
ing through the budget process we’re 
really going to have to look at those 
investments in the community that 
we want to protect and make sure 
that happens,” she said. “Things like 
expanding Port Union Road, comple-
tion of the northeast community cen-
tre and continued investment in com-
munity crisis response teams.”

A studio apartment in Phase 1 of the newly created safe 
housing development in southeast Scarborough.

By Denise Bacon

A familiar yet enigmat-
ic face to all in our 
neighbourhood has 
recently had a posi-

tive change in his life. Council-
lor Jennifer McKelvie advocat-
ed strongly to secure long-term, 
safe housing for this gentleman 
in a newly created housing de-
velopment in the area. This gen-
tleman will be referred to as W in this article.

As one of the responses to the urgent need for hous-
ing for thousands of people facing homelessness in 
Toronto, the City purchased a property in southeast 
Scarborough to create approximately 86 new homes 
with 24/7 on-site support for residents. Phase 1 of this 
project comprising 22 studio apartments is complete 
and each tenant has a bed, bathroom and small kitchen. 

W was happy to move into his new home recently, 
especially with winter around the corner, and he proud-
ly showed it off to his friend, John Albers. W’s last shel-
ter was a trailer in an industrial area that didn’t even 
have running water. A small space heater provided heat 
in the winter, when he spent time there. Now, W has a 
warm home that he knows will take some time to adjust 

to after being outside for most 
of the last 25 years or so. One 
of W’s evening routines al-
ready is to watch old comedies 
like Cheers and Frasier on his 
own TV set.

John Albers had seen W 
in the neighbourhood since 
John’s university days. “He has 
become a friend to me over the 

years,” John said. Their acquain-
tance grew to familiarity and 

then into a friendship over the last nine years through 
attendance at a local church where W has developed 
friendships with a few other parishioners.

W’s background is interesting as most of the com-
munity knows him only as the man who walked the 
neighbourhood streets through every season. W had 
family in Scarborough, and he would visit his mother 
from time to time, pre-pandemic. He trained as a fur-
niture upholsterer and worked as a delivery driver in his 
younger days. He told John that he was in the Cana-
dian Armed Forces at one time in his life.

W gave up his traditional life and started living a 
starkly simple life. While living in the trailer and on the 
streets, W was challenged to meet everyday personal 
needs. 
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Remembrance Day 
Ceremonies 
On November 11, Remembrance 
Day Services will be held at these 
places in Scarborough: 

Toronto Zoo, Meadowvale Rd. at 
10:45 a.m.
Scarborough War Memorial, 
2190 Kingston Road at 10:45 a.m.
Legion Branch 258, 305 Morrish 
Rd.at 2 p.m.

The Poppy Campaign starts the last 
Friday in October. Poppy boxes will 
be in Legion branches, liquor stores, 
beer stores, libraries and schools. 

Bazaars are back
for holiday season
By the time you peruse this paper, 
Halloween will be over and people 
will start to think about Christmas 
and the holiday season. This year 
we’re happy to report that the holi-
day bazaars in our neighbourhood are 
back and they’re in-person this time. 
That will be a welcome change.

The Port Union Seniors will be 
holding their Christmas Bazaar on 
Saturday, November 12 from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Port Union Commu-
nity Recreation Centre. See their flyer 
on page 13. 

Both the Holly Berry Bazaar at St. 
Dunstan Anglican Church on Law-
son Rd. and the Christmas Bazaar at 
St. Joseph’s Church Hall on Morrish 
Rd. will be held on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19. St. Dunstan’s is from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and St. Joseph’s is 9:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. See their flyers on page 12. 

Come out for the home-baked 
goods, handmade gifts, knitted goods 
and other holiday delights. 
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Our Annual General Meeting 
will be in person this year

President’s Message

By Kathy Rowe

The fall weather has cer-
tainly brought us some 
stunning foliage colours 
this year. My October 

walks through local trails were a 
great way to witness and appreciate 
our beautiful surroundings. It seems 
to me that the colour of the leaves 
peaked a bit later in October. As a re-
sult, we may be raking them later in 
November! Please take a look at our 
centre spread, which has some gor-
geous photos of local trees.

CCRA Annual General Meeting
The CCRA will hold our in-person 
AGM on Thursday, November 17 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Port Union Commu-
nity Centre. Join us as we discuss our 
accomplishments in 2021/2022, our 
financial statements, and the voting 
in of an executive board for 2023.

Federal Electoral Boundary  
Commission Hearing

On October 18, I attended a public 
hearing at the Scarborough Civic 
Centre regarding the proposed fed-
eral electoral boundaries. There were 
30 speakers who came to present 
their views to the Ontario commis-
sion.

Most speakers were residents from 
Agincourt. I was there to speak on 
behalf of the Centennial community. 
I made it known to the commission 
that Scarborough cannot afford to 
lose a riding, which would result in 
less representation at the federal level. 
This opinion was unanimous among 
all the speakers. 

Many speakers made it clear that 
Scarborough is a city of interest and 
a vibrant city with a diverse culture as 
well as a strong history. Scarborough 
residents and leaders at this hearing 

were vehement that Scarborough 
maintain our six seats and our current 
electoral boundaries. 

The redistribution of boundaries 
disregards the cultural identity and 
historical significance of Scarborough, 
especially Agincourt and the Golden 
Mile. The proposed realignment im-
pacts Scarborough’s identity and our 
residents’ connections to their neigh-
bourhoods, businesses, and their local 
community.  

The commission continues to hold 
virtual and in-person public hearings 
across the province. A decision by the 
commission will be made later.

Community Pumpkin Parade
As I write this, our fifth annual Pump-
kin Parade hasn’t happened yet. It’s 
scheduled for November 1 at the Port 
Union CC and since it’s a rain or shine 
event, I’m confident it went ahead. So 
I want to thank all of the student vol-
unteers and volunteers from the four 
area associations, WRSR, WRCA, 
HCCA and CCRA, for their work on 
it. Many thanks as well to MPP Vijay 
Thanigasalam and Councillor Jenni-
fer McKelvie for their contributions. 
No doubt fun was had by all!

On behalf of our 
community, CCRA 

President Kathy 
Rowe spoke at the 

hearing on proposed 
electoral boundary 

changes.

Kathy Rowe, left, made it known to the bound-
ary commission that Scarborough cannot afford 
to lose a riding.  
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Wartime heroics, romance and history come alive in Bluebird

Her detailed descrip-

tion of the tunneling 

operation is guaranteed 

to paralyze the reader 

with claustrophobia, and 

the scene when the field 

hospital is bombed is  

terrifyingly realistic.

By Julie Kish  

Bluebird by Genevieve Graham
Simon & Schuster, April 2022

Genevieve Graham’s newest histori-
cal fiction novel, Bluebird, is full of 
heart and compassion for the brave 
Canadian men and women who 
served during WWI. This engaging 
page-turner perfectly combines war-
time heroics, intrigue, romance and 
history. 

The Canadian author of 10 his-
torical novels is known for exploring 
lesser-known aspects of Canadian 
history. This new novel delves into 
WWI and post-war prohibition in 
Windsor, Ontario. All her books are 
fictional, but the characters are be-
lievable and the stories are grounded 
in factual historical events.

The title Bluebird refers to the 
nickname given to the Canadian 

nurses serving in Europe during 
WWI who wore distinctive blue 
uniforms. The title character, Adele 
Savard, is a brave young nurse from 
the Windsor area stationed at a field 
hospital in Belgium when she meets 

Jerry and John Bailey, brothers who 
are also from Windsor. 

They serve in the 1st Canadian 
Tunneling Company and have the 
incomprehensibly dangerous task 
of tunneling under enemy trenches 
and planting bombs. When Jerry is 
wounded and facially disfigured by a 
tunnel explosion, Adele nurses him 
back to health. 

In the type of touching scenes 
that can only happen when people 
are surrounded by the horrors of 
war and an uncertain future, the two 
fall in love. Unfortunately, they lose 
track of each other when Jerry recov-
ers enough to rejoin his company.

At the war’s end, Jerry and John 
return to their family home, and Jer-
ry tries to locate Adele. In the mean-
time, the Bailey brothers begin mak-
ing whisky using their father’s recipe 
and his homemade still. Prohibition 
laws are passed shortly after the war’s 
end, and the brothers discover they 
can make a fortune smuggling their 
whisky across the river to Detroit. 

They have no idea how dangerous 
this enterprise will become until they 
encounter the rum-running gangsters 
who threaten to destroy anyone who 
cuts into their profits. When the star-
crossed lovers finally reunite, Jerry is 
forced to evaluate the risks he takes 
before he can plan a life with Adele.

The author is skilled at making this 
period come alive. Her detailed de-
scription of the tunneling operation 
is guaranteed to paralyze the reader 
with claustrophobia, and the scene 
when the field hospital is bombed is 
terrifyingly realistic. Her depiction of 
a post-war Windsor speakeasy is so 
lifelike the reader can almost hear the 
ragtime music and smell the whisky. 
She uses a tender-hearted approach 
to explore the post-war trauma suf-
fered by the veterans, many of whom 
work for the Bailey brothers in their 
whisky business.

On her website, Genevieve Gra-
ham says she hopes her readers will 
be able to say they’ve learned some-
thing new about Canada’s history af-
ter reading one of her books. For ex-
ample, this meticulously researched 
novel teaches readers that WWI was 
the first conflict where Canadian 
women served in the military, which 
helped women win the right to vote 
in 1917. 

Bluebird is undoubtedly educa-
tional, but it’s also a thoroughly en-
tertaining read. The author skillfully 
brings history to life. 
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Another victory at Juno Beach in France
Remembrance Day

By Don Lawrence 

In early February 2015, my son and 
I were alone on a section of the Nor-
mandy coastline code-named Juno 
Beach. It was one of five D-Day land-
ing beaches: the Americans landed 
on Utah and Omaha; the British on 
Gold(fish) and Sword(fish); and the 
Canadians on Juno, an eight-kilome-
tre stretch of beach near Bernières-
sur-Mer. After Churchill rejected the 
original code-name Jelly(fish), Juno 
was named after the wife of British 
Wing Commander Michael Dawnay.

A chill wind always seems to blow 
no matter the time or season but on 
June 6, 1944, the wind was accom-
panied by heaving seas hosting an al-
lied armada carrying 14,00 Canadian 
assault troops. Along the beach were 
strategically placed German concrete 
pillboxes, machine-gun emplace-
ments, 88-mm cannons and thou-
sands of young men fighting for their 
lives. Canadians suffered 1,074 casu-
alties, including 359 killed.

My father drove a Sherman tank 
and landed with the Canadian 2nd 
Armoured Brigade. I wanted my 
son to experience and remember his 
grandfather’s wartime journey and 
among the remnants of the battle was 
a German pillbox and rusted can-
non – the same one that covered the 
beach with gunfire 71 years ago. We 
also examined a Canadian Sherman 
tank, displaying the badges of the 14 
units that landed on D-Day.

The Juno Beach Centre
Nearby is the Juno Beach Centre, 
a museum situated immediately 
behind the landing beach. In the 
1990s a group of Canadian veterans 
felt recognition was deserved in the 
Normandy region for the contribu-
tions and sacrifices of Canadian sol-
diers during the liberation of Europe. 
The grassroots fundraising campaign 
eventually grew and achieved finan-
cial support from  businesses and 
institutions, including the Canadian 
and French governments. The muse-
um officially opened on June 6, 2003.

Each season young Canadian stu-
dents experience life in Normandy, 
and act as guides at the Juno Beach 
Centre sharing Canada’s rich mili-
tary history with visitors from all 
over the world. The museum de-
picts the role undertaken and loss 
sustained by the Canadian military 
and is an exceptionally fitting tribute 
and proof that Canadians did more 
than their share in 1944 and beyond. 

Saving Juno Beach
Over the past two years, the Juno 
Beach Centre has fought its own 
battle, a legal one with a French de-

veloper who wanted to construct 
two condo buildings on the hallowed 
ground near the Juno Beach inva-
sion site. According to Cindy Clegg 
of the Save Juno Beach campaign, the 
condo development “was a step too 
far for Canadians … our efforts to 
save Juno Beach from development 
told Canadians what was happening 
in France, at a time when authorities 
were looking the other way,” she said. 

“It should never have gotten to this 
point.”

“Canadians make a promise ev-
ery Remembrance Day to never 
forget the sacrifices made for future 
generations. And this year, we forced 
our government to step up and pro-
tect the legacy and reputation of our 
country as an ally and force for good 
in a war-torn world.”

At the beginning of October 2022 

– victory! The local council in Cour-
seulles-Sur-Mer decided to purchase 
the land with help from the Cana-
dian and French governments. The 
campaign worked and the land and 
legacy of the Canadians who liber-
ated Europe from Nazi control will 
be preserved for years to cone.

This grand two-storey home has sat alone on 
a beach in the village of Bernières-sur-Mer, in 
Normandy, France, looking toward England 
across the English Channel. The house became 
a landmark for the troops because almost every 
Canadian landing on Juno Beach at that time 
saw the large timber home as they came onto 
the beach from their landing crafts. On D-Day, it 
was the first house to be liberated by Canadians 
during Operation Overlord, the Allied military 
operation to try to liberate France.  Miraculously, 
the home survived the war and is now known as 
‘Canada House’. 

Wartime heroics, romance and history come alive in Bluebird
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Food

Food labels provide a wealth of information for consumers
By Kathryn McLean

Do you read food labels? If you’re not 
in the habit of checking the ingredi-
ents on the items you pick up at the 
store, you might be surprised by what 
you find once you start to read them. 

The labels on packaged products 
list all the ingredients used in that 
product, in order of the amounts 
used. The first item represents the 
greatest amount. If you’re in the hab-
it of buying fruit drinks for yourself, 
kids or grandkids, check the labels. 
Are you drinking juice or a mix of 
juice and water? Is there added sugar? 
More sugar than fruit? 

Take a bottle of mango nectar that 
reads “water, mango puree, sugar, 
lemon juice.” There is more water 
than any other ingredient, followed 
by mango puree, then sugar and 
lemon juice. The juice is thick and 
made from pureed mango, but also 
includes added sugar. 

Another brand lists: water, con-
centrated mango puree, concentrated 
apple juice, concentrated pear juice, 
citric acid, natural flavour, ascorbic 
acid (vitamin C). While this second 
juice is thinner and includes a mix of 
additional fruit juices, it doesn’t in-
clude any added sugar. 

Now look at this third fruit juice 
drink, labeled fruit cocktail: water, 
glucose fructose [sugar], concentrat-
ed fruit juices,citric acid, natural fla-
vours, vitamin C, pectin, colour. Just 
because a beverage has fruit on the la-
bel’s picture or fruit in the ingredient 
list, that doesn’t make it fruit juice. 
That last fruit drink contains more 
water and sugar than fruit juice. 

True fruit juice will only list fruit 
juice (apple, orange or pineapple, for 
example). It may include citric acid as 
a preservative, but no water or added 
sugars. Water and concentrated juice 
is also a healthy option. 

Do you buy bottled tomato sauce? 
You can easily make your own toma-
to sauce to control the ingredients, 
but if you want or need the short-
cut, check the labels before you just 
toss one in your cart. You probably 
don’t want added sugar in your pasta 
sauce; the tomatoes should be sweet 
on their own. And surely you do not 
want more sugar than garlic powder, 
spices and herbs, which is the order 
on one packaged store-brand sauce. 
Sugar, followed by garlic, spices, and 
herbs. 

Sometimes a food label will pro-
mote its ingredient list, trying to at-
tract you to how healthy it is. You 

should still take a 
look at the ingredi-
ent list and com-
pare the product to 
similar ones. Like 
with crackers. Gro-
cery store shelves are 
full of crackers, and 
many varieties boast 
“multigrain” on the 
front of the package. 

But whether these 
crackers include 
many grains, seeds or 
both, they are not all 
created equal. Some 
varieties have added 
sugar (including 
glucose fructose or 
molasses), while oth-
ers don’t. Sure these 
crackers are probably 
tasty, but will you 
miss the sugar if you 
opt for a different 
type of cracker with-
out those sugars? 

Once you start 
checking the ingredient 
list on the packaged foods you buy, 
you may start noticing other ingredi-
ents you didn’t realize were included. 
Keep checking the labels and ingre-

dient lists, and comparing products. 
Don’t rely on the product’s picture 
or name alone when you make your 
choice at the store.

When you check the ingredient list on the packaged foods you buy, 
you may notice other ingredients you didn’t realize were included.
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By Wanda Wierzbicki

I had a sneak peak at the new outdoor 
orangutan exhibit at the Toronto Zoo and 
it is fabulous. It’s big and spacious and dif-
ferent from anything else at the zoo. 

The first things you notice are the high 
towers and platforms. In the wild, orang-
utans spend most of their time in the trees 
and rarely come down to the ground. The 
towers will be connected by ropes allowing 
the animals to move from platform to plat-
form while looking out over the Rouge Val-
ley and the people below.

The new exhibit features a holding area 
and a behaviour research area. The outdoor 
habitat has been designed to stimulate the 
physical, social and intellectual needs of the 
zoo’s troop of seven orangutans. These ani-
mals are semi-solitary, and this habitat will 
allow several of them to be out at the same 
time and yet have their own space. 

The oldest Sumatran orangutan at the 
zoo is 55-year-old Puppe, who has lived at 
the Toronto Zoo since it opened in 1974. 
The youngest is 6-month-old Wali. 

One of the interesting new concepts 
is a water fountain feature that will allow 
the orangutans to spray people with water. 
They are very intelligent and curious. I can’t 
wait to see how much this water feature will 
be utilized. Next to the exhibit is a climb-
ing area for human kids to enjoy. This looks 
like a lot of fun, too.

The new outdoor orangutan exhibit is 
going to be a beautiful addition to the To-
ronto Zoo and a wonderful outdoor place 
where the orangutans can live and thrive. It 
is expected to be completed later this year 
with an official grand opening planned for 
next spring. I can’t wait.

Toronto Zoo

Sneak peak at the new orangutan exhibit

The zoo’s outdoor orangutan 
exhibit has high towers and 
platforms with ropes so 
the orangutans can swing 
between them. No doubt 
the zoo’s seven orangutans, 
including 55-year-old Puppe, 
will get a kick out of it.  A kids’ 
climbing area will be right 
beside it.
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New building is bright, spacious and ready for activities
Legion Branch 258  

By Kathryn Stocks

Last month we looked at the history of 
Legion Branch 258 as it moved from 
Lawson to Morrish Rd. This month 
we’ll take a look at the new building. 

The branch had a “soft opening” 
in September when members got to 
go inside for the first time and meet 
old friends after a long hiatus. Since 
the branch was only able to get a one-
day liquor licence, it couldn’t yet open 
on a regular basis. After nine months 
of waiting, the licence was finally ap-
proved in October and Branch 258 is 
back to business as usual. Their hours 
are Wednesday to Saturday from 1 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

I met with Past President David 
Adamson and President Richard Viles 

for a tour of the new building. As you 
go in the doors, the foyer has glass 
showcases for some of the memorabil-
ia that’s been collected by the branch 
over the years. 

A short staircase takes you into the 
Members Lounge and the first thing 
you notice is how bright and spacious 
it is. This room is filled with tables, 
chairs, dart boards, a shuffleboard, 
and pool and billiard tables. 

This is where Branch 258 mem-
bers can hang out with friends and 
where they will be holding their pop-
ular events like Pub Sundays twice a 
month with food, music and dancing. 
Karaoke and Meat Rolls will also be 
held here. This room has an official 
capacity of 285 people.

Downstairs they have the Party 

Room, which has a capacity of 119. 
It has two garage-type doors opening 
onto a patio that will allow people to 
easily walk outside when the weather 
is fine. This room and the Lounge will 
be available for rent and should be 
perfect for things like birthdays, anni-
versary parties and celebrations of any 
kind.

The building also has a Memorial 
Room for small groups to rent, this 
one seats 15 people comfortably, as 
well as an outside deck off the Lounge. 

The official opening of the new 
building will take place in the new 
year. No date has been set yet because 
it requires planning and invitations 
to Legion superstars, local politicians 
and community members. 

Before they get to that point, they 
“still have a lot of work to do,” Richard 
said. There are boxes to be unpacked, 
pictures to put up and “stuff” to be 
dealt with. Like anyone who moves, 
they’re wondering what to do with all 
they’re acquired over the years.

On Remembrance Day this year, 
the branch will be holding its usual 
service at 2 p.m. on November 11 and 
the Poppy Campaign starts the last 
Friday in October. Poppy boxes will 
be in the branch, in liquor stores, beer 
stores, libraries and schools. 

Remember that they’re not selling 
poppies, they’re asking for donations 
to support their work in the com-
munity supporting youth in educa-
tion programs, sports teams and other 
worthy causes. 

David and Richard are hoping 
more people will join Branch 258 as 
members. There are four categories, 
each with different qualifications. For 
more information, visit rcl258.com 
and search for “Membership.” 

Hours of Business: Wednesday to 
Saturday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Remembrance Day Service: No-
vember 11 at 2 p.m. at 305 Morrish Rd. 

Top and middle: The Members Lounge is the main 
event room at 305 Morrish Rd. Bottom: The 
brightly lit bar is tended by Sandy Degear.
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Centennial resident Dave Black was formally inducted into the Toronto Sport Hall of Honour at the Pan 
Am Centre on September 8. Dave has long been a leader and advocate for Toronto Baseball.

Community Profile

Resident becomes a member of Toronto Sport Hall of Honour

Dave Black’s philosophy 

is that the emphasis in 

sport should be on 

participation rather

than winning

By Kathy Rowe

Back in the spring of 2019 we inter-
viewed volunteer Toronto Baseball 
president Dave Black about the suc-
cesses of baseball in our community 
and across the city. In 2020,  Dave be-
came a member of the Toronto Sport 
Hall of Honour. He was one of three 
recipients who were awarded this dis-
tinction for their outstanding contri-
butions as volunteers in the world of 
sport. 

On September 8, Dave was for-
mally inducted during an impressive 
ceremony held at the Toronto Pan 
Am Centre hosted by CBC sports 
broadcaster and Olympic host, Scott 
Russell.  

Dave’s photograph is now per-
manently displayed alongside other 
inductees in the Toronto Pan Am 
Centre for all to see. Other 2020 in-
ductees that grace that wall include  
Toronto Raptors coach Nick Nurse, 
longstanding president and builder 
of the GTHL   John Gardner and 
sport legend Abby Hoffman. 

The Toronto Sport Hall of Hon-
our celebrates the exceptional ac-
complishments and contributions of 
those who have inspired or brought 
recognition to the City of Toronto 
through sport. Dave has been a lead-
er and advocate for Toronto Baseball 
for several decades. He took on the 

volunteer role as president of the To-
ronto Baseball Association back in 
2008. He is now the longest -serving 
president in the history of that orga-
nization. 

Simultaneously, Dave has served as 
president of the Select Ontario Base-
ball Association (SOBA), which is 
also a volunteer position. In 2015, he 
played an important role in the merg-
er of SOBA with Baseball Ontario. He 
continues to serve as Select Commis-
sioner for Baseball Ontario today. 

Describing his contribution to To-
ronto baseball Dave said, “it was the 
push to bring greater representation 
of grassroots activity at a Toronto-
based level.” His philosophy is that 
the emphasis should be on participa-
tion rather than winning. Thanks to 
Dave, this philosophy has been ad-
opted by the Select Ontario Baseball 
Association.  

Throughout his leadership with 
baseball, Dave has accomplished 
many tasks at both the provincial and 

city level, such as lobbying for lower 
City of Toronto park permit fees, ad-
vocating on behalf of the many local 
baseball organizations like West Hill 
baseball, navigating COVID-19 pro-
tocols and the many administrative 
challenges that help to keep everyone 
up to speed with standards that allow 
for continued success within the sport.  

Dave champions youth participa-
tion in the sport and through select 
ball he impresses upon the younger 
players participation at their individ-
ual level. 

Congratulations Dave! Families 
who have had the privilege of partici-
pating in baseball through the years 
owe you many thanks for your hard 
work and dedication to the sport.
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Free trees for your boulevard 
Toronto offers free trees to homeowners, land-
owners and not-for-profit organizations to ex-
pand the urban forest and reach the city’s 40 
percent canopy cover target, which will help 
tackle climate change. The Street Tree Planting 
Program is free, and other grants and incentives 
are also available.

Any property owner can submit a tree plant-
ing request for the city-owned road allowance 
in front of their home or business through a re-
quest to 311. City staff will visit the site to see if 
there is adequate space to plant a tree, and deter-
mine the right tree species and the ideal planting 
location.

 The street tree brochure includes trees the 
city typically offers in residential areas. These 

include 15 native trees, seven hybrids and cul-
tivars, and eight trees that are native to Europe 
and Asia. The city offers this range of trees and 
cultivars to increase chances of survivability in 
some of the more challenging conditions while 
also providing a diversity of species. 

Planting trees in urban conditions presents 
challenges as a result of overhead and under-
ground utilities, space and soil conditions. Some 
of these challenges do not present optimal con-
ditions for native trees but Urban Forestry en-
courages the planting of native species whenever 
possible. 

 We encourage anyone without a tree on their 
boulevard to apply for one with a request to 311. 
For more information, visit toronto.ca/trees

By Kathryn Stocks

The trees in our neighbourhood have 
been resplendent this autumn, their 
colours so bright it’s as if they were lit 
from within. The red hues were par-

ticularly stunning in October with the red maples 
leading the pack early. Other trees quickly caught 
up with shades that ranged from golden yellow to 
blazing orange to bright red to deep burgundy. It 
was quite the palette.

The conditions for a glorious fall were perfect 
because we had just the right amount of early cool 
temperatures to start the colour change. That was 
followed by a long stretch of sunny, dry weath-
er through October to create the most vibrant  
colours. It also helped that there has been little 
wind to take the leaves off the trees.

It was all too pretty to resist, so like many  

people we took out our cameras and headed to 
our parks to try to capture a piece of them. 

We hope everyone was able to take the time to 
enjoy the trees in our yards, on our streets, in our 
parks and across the province this fall. They sure 
put on a good show.

As Anne of Green Gables author L.M. Mont-
gomery put it: “I’m so glad I live in a world where 
there are Octobers.” 

Colonel Danforth Park: Like every other 
ravine in Toronto, Colonel Danforth Park 
glowed with amazing colour in October. 

The light green willows close to the 
river add a nice contrast for the blazing 

maples and other trees behind them. 

Nature put on 
a brilliant show 
this year
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Wanita Park: The staghorn sumac is a shrub 
or small tree that can spread rampantly.  
Native to Eastern North America, sumacs turn 
a wonderful red colour in the fall. There are 
lots of them along our waterfront trail. 

Waterfront Park: The deep burgundy 
shades of this ash add a different tone down 
by the lake. The iNaturalist app identifies it as 
a white ash. In autumn the leaves range from 
orange-yellow to purplish-red. 

Adams Park: Sugar maples add magnificent 
colour to the landscape. In the fall, the leaves 
of this well-known tree that graces our flag 
turn yellow, brilliant orange or red. Sugar 
maples can grow up to 35 metres tall and can 
live for more than 200 years.

Centennial Park: The golden hue of the 
black walnut tree in autumn is a common 
sight here in Centennial. It prefers moist soil 
and sun and grows up to 30 metres tall. The 
squirrels love it for the round green walnuts 
it produces. 
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TDSB Trustee Anu Sriskandarajah

Toronto District School Board updates

The Board webcasts its meetings to 
the public. Due to the pandemic, the 
Board has also moved to conducting 
all standing committee meetings vir-
tually, which can be watched live. You 
can find out the dates of the meetings 
and watch them at tdsb.on.ca/Leader-
ship/Boardroom/Live-Webcast-of-Meet-
ings

Strategy to Address City Growth 
In June 2018, the Board approved the 
Strategy to Address City Growth and 
Intensification to increase the TDSB’s 
role in the municipal planning pro-
cess to better serve school communi-
ties and to ensure the city considers 
TDSB’s infrastructure needs.

The strategy consists of:
1. Effecting change within the Mu-

nicipal Policy-Making Process
2. Representation at the Local Plan-

ning Appeals Tribunal (LPAT)
3. Greater participation in the city’s 

Development Application and 
Approval Process

4. Effecting Change within the Pro-
vincial Policy, Funding and Regu-
latory Context

The Board of Trustees approved that 
staff:
1. Ensure planning policy docu-

ments reflect the TDSB’s interests 
in terms of school accommoda-
tion as a component of a com-
plete community. To adhere to 
the principle that development 
should not happen without en-
suring there is adequate school 
accommodation

2. Ensure future development pro-
posals factor in school accommo-
dation

3. Ensure we get resources from pro-
ponents of development to enable 
school accommodation

4. Work to minimize negative im-
pacts from developments close to 
school sites

5. Meet with development propo-
nents early in the planning pro-
cess to ensure school accommo-
dation needs are met

In April 2022, the Board of Trust-
ees approved a motion that directed 
staff to update the strategy due to the 
intensification of development in the 
city.

Pandemic Recovery Plan Update
The Pandemic Recovery Plan Up-

date (a motion I am proud to have 
introduced) came to the Board last 
month. The work is centred around 
two overall goals: developing a sense 
of belonging and eliminating dispro-
portionate outcomes for students.

Specific areas of focus are:
•	 Mental health and well-being
•	 Early reading enjoyment and 
       fluency
•	 STEM achievement trajectories 

from Grade 4 to Grade 9
•	 Pathways to post-secondary 
       education
•	 Learning recovery

Mental Health and Well-being
Examples of resources available across 
the system include:
•	 Resources for students, parents 

and caregivers and school com-
munities, including culturally re-
sponsive resources, Black Mental 
Health Resources, and the mental 
health and well-being website.

•	 Students4WellBeing: a high 
school student-led group, co-
facilitated by the System Leader 
and Mental Health Leads that 
supports mental health literacy 
learning, capacity building.

•	 2022-23 Resources for ALL 
Grades: Mental Health and Heri-
tage Month Virtual Lounges, 
Mental Health and Well-Being 
Tool kits, Resources for Grief and 
Loss, Substance Use/Abuse, and 
Culturally Responsive Commu-
nity Resources throughout 

      Toronto.

These resources can be found on 
the TDSB website at tdsb.on.ca.

Place continued from page 1

Since their friendship began, John 
would take W to a motel or recre-
ation centres to shower when W felt 
it necessary. “How are you still alive?” 
asked a recreation centre patron in-
credulously when W came in one 
day. W responded that his faith in 
God keeps him safe.

Fred Victor is the social service 
charitable organization that has been 
contracted by the city to manage this 
development. Fred Victor’s many 
programs and services across Toron-
to help some of the most vulnerable 
people rebuild their lives by offering 
affordable and transitional housing 
and other services. “At this Scarbor-
ough deep affordability location, our 
staff work with the tenants to en-
sure that they receive any income to 
which they are entitled such as On-
tario Works, Ontario Disability Sup-
port Program, Canada Pension Plan, 
etc.,” said Marie MacCormack, vice-
president of Philanthropy & Com-
munications at Fred Victor. “This 
allows the tenants to maintain their 
dignity and pay rent that is geared to 
their income.” 

W continues to live a very simple 
life with very few material things. 
However, he recently showed John 
his newly purchased transistor radio. 
John values his friendship with W 
and is happy to help him. They of-
ten enjoy a good laugh together. W 
values all his relationships and he is 
always happy to return a warm hello.
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Councillor McKelvie celebrates with her family on election night.

Thank you, Centennial!  Looking forward to the next four years
Thank you for re-electing 
me as your City Council-
lor on October 24. I am 
extremely grateful for the 
support I received from 
the community and I 
look forward to working 
together for the next four 
years.

Throughout the election, I had 
the opportunity to speak to many of 
you at events or while knocking on 
doors. You shared your thoughts for 
the future of Scarborough – Rouge 
Park and your priorities for our com-
munity.

I have heard your feedback and am 
committed to continuing to cham-
pion local investment and building 
upon the progress we made during 
the last council term. Despite bud-
getary pressures, our ward has many 
important projects in progress and I 
look forward to seeing them through 
to completion. Ongoing projects in-
clude:

Port Union Road Reconstruction: 
Work includes the addition of a sec-
ond northbound lane, with complete 

sidewalks on both sides, raised cycling 
lanes and centre-turn lanes in some 
locations. The project is scheduled to 
be completed in 2023.

North East Scarborough Community 
Recreation and Childcare Centre: 
The new multi-use, net zero energy 
centre is being built at Joyce Trimmer 
Park and will feature pools, a full-size 
gymnasium, a child care centre and 
improvements to the surrounding 
park. The centre is scheduled to be 
completed in June 2025.

Community Crisis Service Pilot: 
In partnership with TAIBU Com-
munity Health Centre, our ward was 
selected to participate in this pilot 
that provides a community-led, trau-
ma-informed solution to respond to 
mental health crisis calls and wellness 
checks. The pilot will allow the city to 
evaluate and revise a non-police-led 
crisis response before further imple-
mentation.

Improved transit for Scarborough 
continues to be a priority for me. Con-
struction has started on the Scarbor-
ough Subway extension to Sheppard, 
and express bus service has been en-
hanced. Last term, council advanced 
plans for the Eglinton East Light Rail 
Transit to Malvern and allocated $1.2 
billion in municipal funding towards 

the project. I will continue to advo-
cate to the other levels of government 
for the remaining funding needed.

I will also continue to pursue the 
improvement of road safety and green 
spaces in our neighbourhoods. Last 
term, we upgraded five playgrounds 
and installed 16 Vision Zero school 
safety zones. Through funding of To-
ronto’s Ravine Strategy, trails in our 
ravines and along the waterfront will 
be repaired this year, while construc-
tion of new segments of the Meado-
way Trail will start soon.

Thank you once again for your 

support. I sought re-election because, 
as you can see, I have more work to 
do. If you would like to receive up-
dates on these and other projects, 
please sign up for my e-newsletter at 
jennifermckelvie.ca. You can also reach 
me at councillor_mckelvie@toronto.ca.

A special shout out to those who 
volunteered, especially our local 
youth, for demonstrating their strong 
commitment to democracy and our 
community.

I am proud to represent Scarbor-
ough – Rouge Park at City Hall and 
I look forward to working with you.
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Take a moment to reflect on those who fought and died

MPP Vijay Thanigasalam

Drop by our constituency office to discuss any questions or concerns you may have. We are located at 
8130 Sheppard Ave. East, Unit 105.

I hope you and your families are doing 
well as we enjoy this wonderful au-
tumn season! I have enjoyed spending 
time within the community, meeting 
you all and discussing important is-
sues.

Honouring our Veterans
Every year at this time, we take a mo-
ment to reflect on the sacrifices of 
great Canadians who fought and died 
to preserve freedom here at home and 
abroad. Remembrance Day gives us 
the opportunity to honour the brav-
ery and commitment of the young 
Canadians who laid down their lives 
in a foreign land. 

Canada’s dedication in the First 
and Second World Wars solidified our 
role as a welcoming beacon of virtue 
and prosperity. Brave men and wom-
en in uniform have continued that 
tradition, offering aid to the cause of 
freedom around the world. We are 
eternally grateful for their service and 
sacrifice.

I also want to thank the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion Branch 258 for always 
leading a successful Poppy campaign 
within our community to ensure that 
we never forget the sacrifice made for 
all Canadians. Branch 258 has served 
as a home for veterans and their fami-
lies for generations, and I am excited 
to see what is next for them as they 
welcome members to their new lo-
cation at 305 Morrish Road. I look 

forward to continuing to work with 
them as we best serve and honour vet-
erans within our community.

Friends of Rouge Watershed 
receives Great Lakes Fund
It is my pleasure to announce that 
the Ontario government is award-
ing $40,000 to the Friends of the 
Rouge Watershed as the recipient of 
the Great Lakes Local Fund. I am so 
proud of the amazing work they are 
doing to engage the community and 
youth to improve the health of the 
Rouge Valley and the shores of Lake 
Ontario. We are absolutely commit-
ted to working together and protect-
ing the natural environment that is 
crucial to the Scarborough-Rouge 
Park community.

Expanding Energy Capacity
The Ontario government is commit-
ted to providing reliable and afford-
able electricity to support economic 
growth and electrification while keep-
ing costs down for businesses and 
families. That is why the government 
is expanding nuclear capacity across 
the province. Nuclear energy is a safe, 
reliable, cost-effective and emissions-
free method of providing for Ontar-
io’s energy needs.

These actions include:
•	 Announcing Canada’s first grid-

scale Small Modular Reactor
•	 Continuing operation of Picker-

ing Nuclear Generating Station
•	 $342 million expansion of energy 

efficiency programs
•	 Re-contracting clean generation 

at biomass facilities and hydro-
electric generations

•	 Launching competitive procure-
ment processes

Ontario’s electricity system will 
continue to be one of the cleanest in 
the world, while also providing the 
reliable and affordable electricity nec-
essary to attract new investments and 
continue our economic growth.

Outdoor Pumpkin Parade
Every year, families come together at 
the Port Union Community Centre 
for the annual outdoor Pumpkin Pa-

rade. This provides a great opportu-
nity for the kids to show off their cre-
ative pumpkin designs and costumes.

I want to thank the Centennial 
Community Recreation Association, 
West Rouge Sports and Recreation 
Association, West Rouge Communi-
ty Association as well as the Highland 
Creek Community Association for 
putting on this amazing event and en-
gaging the residents of Scarborough-
Rouge Park.

I look forward to continuing this 
work and meeting with you in the 
future. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please reach out to our of-
fice at 8130 Sheppard Ave. East Unit 
105, by email at vijay.thanigasalam@
pc.ola.org, or give us a call at 416-283-
8448.

14 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS NOVEMBER 2022 Vol 07, No. 9



Commemorating National Day for Truth and Reconciliation

MP Gary Anandasangaree

MP Gary Anandasangaree and the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Honourable 
Steven Guilbeault, talking to students from St. Malachy Catholic School. 

In late September, I was honoured to 
join a tree-planting and circle of re-
flection commemorating the Nation-
al Day for Truth and Reconciliation. 
Together with Minister Steven Guil-
beault, St. Malachy Catholic School 
students and local community lead-
ers, we honoured residential school 
survivors and remembered the chil-
dren who never made it home.

Residential schools forcibly sepa-
rated at least 150,000 First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis children from their 
families and communities, and sub-
jected them to abuse as they sought to 
systematically remove their cultures, 
languages and identity.

As we reflect on the immense suf-
fering caused both then and today, 
let us also honour the survivors’ un-
wavering thirst for justice, and deter-
mination to rebuild what was lost. I 
join all Canadians in recognizing our 
historical responsibility to seek truth, 
ensure accountability and walk the 
shared path of reconciliation.

Doubling GST Credit 
I am pleased to report that our legisla-
tion to double the Goods and Services 
Tax Credit for six months received 
Royal Assent on October 18. Eligible 
Canadians who already receive the 
GST Credit will automatically receive 
their payments in early November. 

This is the first of three measures to 
help Canadians with the rising cost of 

living without fuelling inflation. Over 
the coming weeks, our government 
will work to pass Bill C-31, which will 
provide Canada Dental Benefit pay-
ments for children under 12 and a one-
time top-up to the Canada Housing 
Benefit.

Work Hours for International  
Students
Canada is committed to attracting 
the best and brightest from around 
the world while also growing our 
economy. That is why we are tempo-
rarily lifting the 20-hour-per-week 
cap on eligible international students 
working off-campus from November 
15, 2022, to December 31, 2023. 

This measure will give Canada’s 
nearly 500,000 international students 
a greater opportunity to gain valuable 
work experience while addressing 
the labour shortages needed to sus-
tain Canada’s post-pandemic growth. 
While eligible students are welcome 
to take advantage of this, I encourage 
all students to maintain a healthy bal-
ance between work, life and school.

Rebuilding After Hurricane Fiona
In the wake of Hurricane Fiona, At-
lantic Canadians and Quebecers have 
remained resilient as they rebuild 
their homes and help communities of 
all sizes get back on their feet. As one 
of Canada’s strongest storms, Hur-
ricane Fiona claimed homes, shops, 

piers, infrastructure and, most tragi-
cally, life. We will continue to support 
the long-term recovery of the region 
through the newly created $300 mil-
lion Hurricane Fiona Recovery Fund, 
and the Disaster Financial Assistance 
Arrangement.

As always, we are moved by the 
kindness and generosity shown by 
Canadians donating to the Canadian 
Red Cross. This reminds us of the 
sheer power of nature, the determi-
nation of Canadians, and, most im-
portantly, the need to continue taking 
action on climate change.

Honouring Our Soldiers
As we mark Remembrance Day in 
November, I join all of you in hon-
ouring the men and women who 
served and continue to serve our 
country in times of war, conflict and 

peace. Serving is no easy task and our 
soldiers continue to do it with profes-
sionalism and courage.

Residents reached out to me re-
garding a proposed condo devel-
opment on land near Juno Beach, 
Normandy – where thousands of Ca-
nadian soldiers landed on D-Day and 
where many paid the ultimate sacri-
fice in the defence of France. 

Canada has secured the long-term 
protection of Juno Beach by jointly 
purchasing the land with the French 
Government and the town of Cour-
seulles-sur-Mer. May Juno Beach for-
ever remain a living memorial to the 
heroism and sacrifice of Canadians.

I want to thank our soldiers, past 
and present, for representing the best 
of what it means to be Canadian. Lest 
we forget.
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Silent Spring at 60 (part two)            

The environmental point of no return is closer than we think

Rachel Carson: “We are rightly appalled by the genetic effects of radiation, how then, can we be indif-
ferent to the same effect in chemicals that we disseminate widely in our environment?”“If we are going to live 

so intimately with these 
chemicals, eating and 
drinking them, taking 

them into the very marrow 
of our bones – we had 

better know something 
about their nature and 

their power.”

By John Gibb

“We stand now where two roads di-
verge. But unlike the roads in Rob-
ert Frost’s familiar poem, they are not 
equally fair. The road we have long 
been travelling is deceptively easy, a 
smooth superhighway on which we 
progress with great speed, but at its 
end lies disaster. The other fork of the 
road – the one ‘less travelled by’ – of-
fers our last, our only chance to reach 
a destination that assures the preser-
vation of our earth.”

Readers of Rachel Carson’s clas-
sic 1962 book Silent Spring, which 
launched the environmental move-
ment, may have viewed the above 
warning with some degree of opti-
mism. Surely the point of no return 
on that superhighway was far in the 
distance and there was plenty of time 
to find the off-ramp to the road less 
travelled. Sixty years later, that is 
clearly not the case. The distance be-
tween those two roads has increased 
significantly!

She may not have been able to pre-
dict the complexity and scope of the 
challenges we face today, but Rachel 
Carson clearly addressed the causes and 
symptoms. Let’s explore some of these.

On what we now term ‘captured 
regulators’: “The ominous pattern that 
is clearly being revealed is the elimi-
nation from the Government of ca-
reer men of long experience and high 

professional competence and their re-
placement by political appointees.”

For mono-crop ‘green revolution’ 
agriculture: “ ...  the devotion of im-
mense acreages to a single crop sets 
the stage for explosive increases in 
specific insect populations. Single 
crop farming does not take advan-
tage of the principles by which nature 
works; it is agriculture as an engineer 
might conceive it to be.”

On GMO crops necessitating 
the use of toxic pesticides: “Nature 
has introduced great variety into the 
landscape, but man has displayed a 
passion for simplifying it. Thus he 
undoes the built-in checks and bal-
ances by which nature holds the spe-
cies within bounds.”

Consider the little we actually 
know about the unintended conse-
quences once chemicals we’ve cre-
ated leave the laboratory. For in-

stance, the genocidal impact the 
neonicotinoid group of pesticides 
has on many pollinators. She aptly 
quoted Dutch scientist C. J. Brieger: 
“Once again we are walking in nature 
like an elephant in the china cabinet.” 

Carson’s interest in the biological 
effects of radiation followed Hiroshi-
ma and domestic DDT use in 1945. 
She understood that DDT and relat-
ed synthetics could lead to damaged 
genetic material and cancer long af-
ter exposure. Today more substances 
than we can keep track of are classi-
fied as probable or confirmed car-
cinogens and mutagens: “Among the 
herbicides are some that are classified 
as ‘mutagens,’ or agents capable of 
modifying the genes, materials of he-
redity. We are rightly appalled by the 
genetic effects of radiation, how then, 
can we be indifferent to the same ef-
fect in chemicals that we disseminate 
widely in our environment?”

Did Silent Spring support our right 
to know the potential hazards of ex-
posure to tobacco, asbestos, freon, 
PCB’s, UFFI, silicone, microwaves, 
nuclear radiation, nanoparticles, and 
the ‘forever chemicals’?  “We urgently 
need an end to these false assurances, 
to the sugar coating of unpalatable 
facts. If we are going to live so inti-
mately with these chemicals, eating 
and drinking them, taking them into 
the very marrow of our bones – we 
had better know something about 
their nature and their power.”

In 1963, Rachel Carson intended 
to write about something now direct-
ly facing each one of us. “We live in 
an age of rising seas,” she wrote. “In 
our own lifetime we are witnessing 
a startling alteration of climate.” She 
died before she could begin. We are 
left to imagine that book as her next 
vital signpost to the road less travelled.

 

16 CCRA CENTENNIAL NEWS NOVEMBER 2022 Vol 07, No. 9



Youth Viewpoint          

Wildlife prepares for winter in a variety of ways

Some animals like squirrels stock up on food and 
stick around in our yards and parks for the winter. 
Others, like certain birds, hightail it out of here as 
soon as the weather starts to get cold. And then 
there are those, like chipmunks and bears, that 
snooze until the spring. 

By Sid Chaurasia

It’s that time of the year when the 
heavy blankets are taken out from 
their cupboards, the pantry is stocked 
with cocoa mix, and the holiday tick-
ets are purchased. It’s that time when 
we stay cosily inside, only leaving the 
house in thick parkas, hats, and mitts. 
Over time, we’ve gotten accustomed 
to the luxury of indoor heating and 
temperature-proof clothing. But 
some critters aren’t as lucky as we are. 
So the question remains: how do the 
native animals battle the cold?

 
Stay
Some animals, like the beloved squir-
rels, stay up and about all year long. 
They hang out in their dens made 
from hollow trees, and feast on the 
seeds and other such food gathered 
throughout the summer.

Chickadees do something similar 
in the sense that they gather enough 
food to last them the whole winter in 
just a few summer months. In fact, 
it’s known that many birds’ hippo-
campus, the part of the brain respon-
sible for memory, expands in fall and 
winter, allowing them to recollect 
where the food had previously been 
stashed. 

Snooze
The classic hibernator, the bear, loves 
hunkering down for a long doze 
through the cold, slowing its heart 
rate and breathing down to support 
itself on just the meals it had during 
the summer. Chipmunks, too, settle 
down in their underground burrows 
for the winter.  

But it’s not just the lovable giants 
and the frisky little critters taking 
the nap. Frogs, toads and other am-
phibians enter a kind of hibernation 
called brumation. It’s a state cold-
blooded animals enter during very 
cold weather, during which the ani-
mal briefly wakes up to drink water.

Take Off
And then, of course, much like many 
humans these days, there are the trav-
ellers. When it gets too cold to eat or 
even sleep, some animals just pack up 
and go for the winter, only returning 
in the spring. Canadian geese and 
monarch butterflies are just a couple 
of well-known examples of migratory 
Canadian animals. 

On the East Coast of Canada, 
you’ll see humpback whales making 
one of the biggest migratory journeys 
of all animals in search of warmer wa-
ter. These huge sea-faring mammals 
travel about 10, 000 kilometres for 
the round trip.

So whether you’re on team Stay, 
like the frolicking deer and the sly 
fox, Snooze, like the cuddly bear and 
classic groundhog, or Take Off, like 
the geese and the determined Arctic 
tern, be sure to enjoy your winter 
whichever way you like. And who 
knows? Maybe we can pick up some 
tips on thriving in the cold from our 
animal friends. 
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416 282 4579 

Flowers in West Hill
4518 Kingston Rd.

Scarborough, ON M1E 2N8

416 282 4579
flowersinwesthill@gmail.com
www.flowersinwesthill.com
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The dealine for December 2022  
advertising submissions is the 
10th of November 2022. 

Email Zinta Erdmanis at:   
ccra-advertising@hotmail.com or ccranews.com/
advertising.html. 

People are eager to see  
migrating salmon
By Kathy McGrath

 
Every fall, Centennial resi-
dents have the opportunity 
to see salmon migrating in 
local rivers and streams.  
Watching an enormous 
salmon hurl itself through 
the air to spawn upstream 
is certainly a great experi-
ence.

On October 2, the To-
ronto and Region Conser-
vation Authority (TRCA) 
resumed its annual salmon 
festival, now called Adven-
tures of Salmon, at Morn-
ingside Park. The event encourages people 
to learn about salmon and their habitat 
and directs them to the creek where they 
might  spot them.

Rena Jagasia came all the way from 
Thornhill with her husband and children 
to try to get a glimpse of the large fish.  
“We saw them last year and it was amaz-
ing,” said Rena. “You can read about it in 
books, but to actually see the salmon get 
up the stream is incredible.”

The festival is one of a series of events 
run by the TRCA in several locations 
across the city. TRCA partnered with or-
ganizations like the Toronto Zoo, the On-
tario Federation of Hunters and Anglers 
and the Royal Ontario Museum (fishes 
division) to set up information tents about 
salmon and conservation.

While salmon were 
commonly found in Lake 
Ontario and its rivers more 
than a century ago, Euro-
pean migration created 
deforestation, pollution 
and construction barriers 
that harmed fish. By 1898, 
salmon were locally extinct 
from Lake Ontario.  Over 
time, Chinook and Coho 
salmon were introduced 
to Lake Ontario and, in 
2006, water quality and 
habitat improvement al-
lowed for restoration of 
Atlantic Salmon.

One of the most popu-
lar activities offered by TRCA is guided 
salmon hikes. The public can sign up on-
line for the walks, which quickly sold out 
this year. Colin Love, Supervisor of Com-
munity Learning for TRCA, said spawning 
season is typically September and October, 
but it’s difficult to predict exactly when the 
salmon will appear due to variations in “all 
sorts of natural cycles and rhythms.”

“I really recommend people go to our 
website at trca.ca and check out the in-
teractive story map,” said Colin. “It’s like 
one-stop shopping to learn about salmon 
and to find locations where people can see 
them in person.” The map allows users to 
report salmon sightings, which helps the 
TRCA track and monitor the fish.

Shreya Jagasia, 8, holds a life-sized replica 
of an Atlantic salmon at the Adventures in 
Salmon event in Morningside Park. ADS

By Kathy Rowe

If you came to our Com-
munity Earth Day event 
last April, you may have 
noticed a team of “fix-
ers” who were repairing 
household items and elec-
tronics in the room beside 
the Port Union library. 
These “fixers” are volun-
teers who love to repair 
things and they are known as the Repair 
Café. There is no charge for the repair. 

Due to the interest on Earth Day, the 
Repair Café has decided to do repairs ev-
ery sixth Saturday at the Port Union C.C. 
beginning Saturday, November 5 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Fixers will help visitors to 
learn the repair process on items brought in. 

At this point the Repair Café is not tak-
ing reservations. If you can carry it, bring it 

in! The motto is repair items 
and keep things out of the 
landfill. If you have any ques-
tions or concerns about the 
process, an email for this pro-
gram has been set up at por-
tunionrepaircafe@gmail.com

Items to bring in for repair 
can include computers, small 
appliances, furniture, cloth-
ing, jewellery, books, bicycles 
and more. All items must be 

clean and free of food particles.
Repair Café is a non-profit volunteer 

group that organizes community fix-it 
activities at various locations around To-
ronto. Repair Café is always looking for 
new fixers. If you are handy or like to share 
your skills and knowledge regarding fixing 
things – why not join the team? go to: re-
paircafetoronto.ca/volunteer
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Repair Café returns to Port 
Union Community Centre
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Thank you for your memberships!As seasons change, 
so do our routes 

By Wanda  
Wierzbicki

Last month I hap-
pily announced 
that all routes 
were covered. 

But autumn is the season of change 
and there are more changes.

This month I want to say a big 
Thank You to Charlotte and Jim 
Pickett for an amazing 14 years of 
CCRA distribution. Also retiring 
and moving on are Dawn Williams 
and Vincente and Pablo Matela. 
The Centennial community thanks 
you for your time, energy and dedi-
cation. We wish you all the best in 
your future endeavours.

As a result of these changes, there 
are a couple of route vacancies:

•	 Andona Crescent – 78 homes
•	 8 Clappison – all 54 homes 

If you are considering volunteer-
ing to distribute a route, please note 
that the paper is printed 10 times 
per year and the average route takes 
about 45 minutes on average to dis-
tribute, depending on the number 
of homes. It’s also a great way to get 
some steps.

If you are a high school student 
who is looking for volunteer hours, 
you can earn one hour for every 
month that you deliver the CCRA 
Centennial newspaper. If you begin 
in Grade 9 you will have earned 40 
hours by the time you graduate from 
Grade 12. Send an email to distribu-
tion@ccranews.com if you are inter-
ested in volunteering.

Highland Creek  
goes Greek

Centennial and the surrounding area continues to be 
a hot spot for movie and television productions. Last 
month, a portion of Old Kingston Road in Highland 
Creek was transformed into a Greek streetscape for the 
filming of the series What We Do In The Shadows.  
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Mail with cheque payable to: OR
CCRA
Port Union Community Centre
5450 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough ON M1C 3B2

Drop off at the main office in the 
Port Union Community Centre. 

CCRA 2022 Membership Form
It’s easy to join or renew your membership. Complete this form, then mail or drop off with your annual household fee of $15.  
To join online, go to www.ccranews.com and select Join CCRA to pay with credit card or PayPal.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________Postal Code ___________________________

Phone ___________________________________ Email (for e-news only) ________________________________________________________

Check all applicable boxes:

I would like to join or renew my annual CCRA membership.  I enclose payment for:  o $15 (1 year)     o $30 (2 years)

o  I support the work of CCRA & have added my donation for $ _______________. Total amount enclosed is $ ________________

o	I am interested in distributing newsletters in the Centennial community (10 issues per year). Please contact me.

o I am interested in volunteering at CCRA events. Please contact me.

o I would like my business listed in the Business Directory on ccranews.com. Please contact me with more information.
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